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February 21, 2023 

 

Azhar Khan, Planner 

County of San Bernardino 

Land Use Services Department 

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182 

Azhar.khan@lus.sbcounty.gov  

 

Re: Addendum to Wonder Inn Hotel/Resort (Twentynine Palms) IS/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

      Project No. J-2021-00163. CEQA EIR analysis needed. 
 

Dear Mr. Khan: 
 

The purpose of this addendum is to bring materials recently discovered on social media that are connected to the proposed 

Wonder Valley Inn. The Facebook pages and the Blog page are selling amenities, activities, and a subdivision with 24 luxury 
homes on 5-acre lots, that are not approved and permitted. These proposed project additions are not in the original documents 

provided for analysis but are linked activities and must be analyzed under cumulative impacts in an EIR under CEQA, 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Facebook Page 1 

 

The Ultimate 5-Star 

Joshua Tree Oasis 

Resort. Huh? 

 

 launching soon  

Is that before 

permits or after? 

 
Are they opening 

their doors or 

breaking ground? 

 

Receive an 

exclusive 

discount  
 

 

Facebook Page 2 
 

Unique Adventure 

Tours  
 

ATV,  

Hot Air Balloons  
 

ATV riding is illegal 

under the County OHV 

Ordinance §28.0400. 
 

Hot Air Balloons  

Permitted under FAA 

not likely in a Rural 

Residential area? 
 

Receive an  

exclusive  

discount 
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Facebook No. 3 
 

, HEATED POOL  

No solar to reduce 

greenhouse gas 

emissions. 
 

LIVE MUSIC 

carried into the 

surrounding desert 

where 60 db is the 

legal noise limit. 

 
FIRE FEATURES 

DANGER Response 

time is 15 minutes 

minimum from 29 

Palms.  
 

Code:  

All lights out by  

11 PM (enforced 

by??) 

Facebook No. 4 

 

Question: 

Is it legal to sell 

what you do not yet 

have permission to 

build? 

 

“Launch” 

what is being 

launched? 
The Opening or the 

first shovel? 

 

SCAM?? 

at the County and 

rural residents’ 

expense 

 

VIP Send $$$ 

Facebook 5 

 

We are introduced to 

Alan – the owner. 

 

 

“On a mission to build 

the first full-service 

luxury resort in 

Joshua Tree National 

Park.” 

 

WOW   

Now JTNP can be just 

like Yosemite National 

Park? 

 

Who is really being 
pitched to? 

 

PUT DOWN  

$$$$ NOW 

 

Facebook 6 

 

Hey there 
 

“Take Advantage 

of  

your  

LAUNCH 

DAY 

DISCOUNT” 
 

And,  

If required to 

do an EIR and 

no launch until 

202???  

(If ever) 
 

Will $$$ be 

refunded? 
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MODLY, INC. 
 
Modly follows ATV and 

Hot Air Balloon 
adventures with 

building a high-end 
community of 24 

private villa homes 
rentable at 

$1,000/night when not 
in use by the owner. 

 
All without San 

Bernardino County 
Approval 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Modly, Inc. website 
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In conclusion MBCA would like to emphasize the following subjects from this CEQA Addendum: 
 

-Materials previously unknown to MBCA that bear on the proposed Wonder Inn 
Hotel/Resort project have been discovered on multiple social media sites. 

 

-These social media materials step beyond puffery and make claims implying the resort is 
already constructed and should be invested in. 

 

-Recreational activities are offered that are unstated in the applicant’s proposal to San 
Bernardino County. These stated recreational activities are activities known to cause 
significant environmental damages. 

 

-Other stated uses would indicate potential noise issues and fire activities that present 
potential firefighting response time challenges. 

 

-The applicant makes the bold claim that the proposed project is …“in Joshua Tree 
National Park” 
 

-Unstated in the applicant’s proposal to San Bernardino County is the plan to build a high-
end community of 24 “private villa homes”. 

 

-Investors are further invited to turn these dwell units into short-term-rentals. Associated 
activities would add to the cumulative impacts (traffic, dust, light, sound, etc.) of the 
initial proposed project. These issues are unaddressed in the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. 

 

-Related but not new information; in MBCA’s email of January 20, 2023 with the response 
of Ed LaRue, Circle Mountain Biological Consultants, we provided documentation of the 
location and photographic evidence of the applicant’s biologists failure to detect multiple 
instances of the occurrence of Desert Tortoises (Gopherus agassizii). 

 

MBCA feels that these late breaking details nullify the applicants proposed use of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. 
 

These stated series of factors and other unstated factors demand that the applicants Mitigated Negative 
Declaration be abandoned, and the applicant be required by San Bernardino County to perform a full 
multiyear environmental study by qualified parties.  Furthermore, the results of the environment study 
to be documented and published in an Environmental Impact Report to be performed by qualified 
parties. 
 

MBCA reserves the right to submit additional comments as ongoing research may find currently 
unknown factors that should be considered by San Bernardino County. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Board, Morongo Basin Conservation Association 
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