Stop The Wonder Inn Project ,ww.stopwonderinn.org

Let's Preserve What Makes Wonder Valley Special
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After analyzing the provided studies, the S.B. County Wonder Inn Project Planner published a NOTICE OF INTENT TO
ADOPT AN INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION. Wonder Valley residents are responding asking for a
complete Environmental Impact Report (EIR) under CEQA to fully inform the public and decision makers .

The Planner originally gave 21 days to read and respond to the 1000 pages of studies. Approximately 145 residents called
fowl (wrote letters) and the time was increased to 31 days.


http://www.stopwonderinn.org/
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We're launching soon! Enter your email and receive

Sound baths and Stunning heated
yoga under pool with full bar &
stretching skies food service

Adventure Live music
walking/hiking/ around fire
horseback riding features

Will it erase much of
what makes Wonder
Valley Special?

YES YES YES
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Wonder Valley e
» Feature 1
Wonder Valley somiesog e

North - 29 Palms Marine Base

South - 29 Palms Airport and Joshua Tree National Park ¥ waonder Valley

East - Mojave Trails NM (purple line) and Sheephole Mountains

Land Use and development West - City of Twentynine Palms
was based on the 5-acre

£ %
Small Tract Act 1938-1976 NG
It is famous for the ige.u

Jackrabbit Homesteads

down cabins as well as many E R

that have been refurbished. |

More recently, Wonder Valley has earned a reputation for being a
fashionable destination for artists. https://jackrabbithomestead.com/



https://jackrabbithomestead.com/

Economy of Wonder Valley — individual initiative and opportunity

AN ‘ AT ’% Z

— |
Z ﬂ’iém 34 Short Term Re %’ggﬁ;n the

5

It—" i

Area of Wo de#,v, lley. .
X * :,‘ ‘ e

e 8 Q ':. ~ :H‘
&4 VALLAVISTA RD = Pt ‘A‘ y
460/Short-Term = ﬂ 2 t &t fig
Rentals Inside é 1 # BOY R
29- Palms = & o
(n‘ot shown) S P 5
a6 8
w
5

The Wonder Inn would extend the hospitality industry
east from Twentynine Palms where there are currently

600 rooms before the new Hilton is built with 95 room:s.

The Wonder Inn 106 rooms would be the largest hotel
in the area after the Motel 6 with 124 rooms.
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The Palms Restaurant & Bar

The Palms Wonder Valley

The only brick and mortar business in Wonder
Valley open to the public except the

Glass Outhouse Gallery

Community Service Area 70M

Wonder Valley Community Center & Park
USDA Food Distribution

Dale Basin Well Owners Association

(DBWOA), formed in 1988



About the Wonder Valley Community
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Disadvantaged Community (DAC) an Bernardino LAFCO Disaanmged Unincorporated Communities

Q|

Wonder Valley E N
Population 818

Households 412
Median Household Income (MHI) $32,679

LEJ | E W alley

29 Palms Cit

Ty

Disadvantage Communities are <80% of al b
State MHI $86,165

Super Disadvantaged Communities
(SDAC) are <60% of State MHI ﬁ

Wonder Valley is a Super — Super — Super
DAC (if there was such a label)
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Environmental Justice — Wonder Valley Population Characteristics

On May 8, 2012, the California Attorney General’s office released a report entitled “Environmental Justice at the Local and
Regional Level — Legal Background” which interprets existing law to impose environmental justice obligations that local
governments must consider when approving specific projects and planning for future development

“Environmental justice” is defined
in the Government Code as “the
fair treatment of people of all
races, cultures, and incomes with
respect to the development,
adoption, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations, and policies.”

“Fairness” means that “the
benefits of a healthy environment
should be available to everyone,
and the burdens of pollution
should not be focused on sensitive
populations or on communities
that already are experiencing its
adverse effects.”
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This map shows the combined Population Characteristics
scores, which is made up of indicators from the Sensitive
Populations and Socioeconomic Factors components of
the CalEnviroScreen model. Population Characteristics
represent physiological traits, health status, or community

characteristics that can result in increased vulnerability to

pollution. 2
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Asthma: 34
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Environmental Justice — Wonder Valley Drinking Water Pollution

https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40

Communit
Y &B OEHHA Careers S ContactUs £ Setting
No Water Board or
Agency governs the \\\ 4 OEHHA Environmental Topics About Proposition 65 News and Events Library Search
e FMZ.2 '

wells and water purity i . .
. Diesel Particulate Matter . Drinking Water Indicator Results
In Wonder Va”ey Ca re Drinking Water Contaminant What are drinking water contaminants? L otHILnUIDpICpalE L
1 . . . A .
IS U p to eaCh We” Sillls DRl L=l S el 2T Meost drinking water in California meets health standards. —

Pesticide Use However, drinking water sometimes becomes Cadmium
OwWner. Toxic Releases from Facilities contaminated with chemicals or bacteria above the .

standards. Both natural and human sources can Chromium, Hexavalent

WO nde r I nn Traffic Impacts contaminate drinking water. Natural sources include Dibrormochloropropane (DBCP)

Cleanup Sites rocks, soil, wildlife and fires. Human sources include
The d pproved P factories, sewage, and runoff from farms. Ethylene Dibromide
Tra nsient non- h One common contaminant, arsenic, occurs naturally in Gross Alpha

some rocks and seil and is often found in groundwater in

commun ity Wate r California. It can cause cancer. Nitrate from fertilizer or @ Zoomto

manure can leach into groundwater and contaminate

SyStem (TN C) d I |0WS wells. Nitrate can cause a blood disorder in infants called
Asthma blue baby syndrome.

guests to stay no
Cardiovascular Disease More information can be found in the Drinking Water

more tha n 60 days : . chapter in the CalEnviroScreen 4.0 report and the

. Low Birth Weight Drinking Water indicator page.

with no more than 20 .o

employees. Housing Burden
Linguistic Isolation

H mmm Poverty

Unemployment

The DIY Inn
The Do-It-Yourself Inn


https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40

Wonder Inn

Accommodation

+ 106 modular pods that will serve as the hotel rooms
+ 210 vehicle parking stalls

Amenities: Serviced by 20 employees
« Lobby, restaurant, kitchen, clubhouse
« Administration/Back of House

+ One Swimming Pool — 6,300 SF.
*\Wellness Area - Spa

+ A 3,300 SF multi-purpose tent for gatherings
» Astronomy pergola —to set up telescopes or sit and watch the stars.

Utilities:

« Potable Water: Well water (with chromium & and arsenic)
+ Potahle Water Starage tank: 36 ft wide by 35 ft high water tank

« Electricity: Service by Southern Califarnia Edison.

+ Propane Gas: 6,500-gallon propane tank and propane generator within fenced area.
« Sewer/\Wastewater: Septic tank with 0.3 acre leach field located approximately 300 feet east

of the parking lat.
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Daytime Site Visib

ity

\ I
Proposed
Wonder Inn Site
Visibility

x Proposed Wonder Inn

E Proposed Site Visable
D Joshua Tree National Park

D Twentynine Palms

AMBOY RD

o
"y ..v’

Vg




Dark Sky Area

https://darksitefinder.com/maps/w
orld.html#4/39.00/-98.00

Mojave National
Preserve

Amboy Crater

Joshua Tree NF

International Dark Sky Park

Light Pollution
...light pollution is increasing,
not withstanding the
countermeasures
purportedly put in operation
to limit it.
Science, 20 January 2023 e Vol
379 Issue 6629
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Wonder Valley is between
JTNP and Amboy Crater

The glow from the 106
rooms and lights within the
24 acres would glow
diminishing the dark sky for
the residents and those
traveling through Wonder
Valley on their way west to
Joshua Tree NP and east to
the Mojave Trails NM,
Mojave National Preserve,
Death Valley, or Las Vegas.


https://darksitefinder.com/maps/world.html#4/39.00/-98.00
https://darksitefinder.com/maps/world.html#4/39.00/-98.00
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Wonder Valley Gateway to Mojave Trails — Mojave Preserve

Map - (as of October 2020
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Why is Amboy Rd not eligible as a State Scenic Hwy ?
Ask the County

NR-3 Scenic Routes & H ighways Policy Map - (as of October 2020)
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X Wonder Valley Inn
@ tomsfinds.getwondervalleyinn.com

We're launching soon! Enter your email and receive

an exclusive discount! {

Perched upon 160 pristine acres within
the picturesque Wonder Valley, this
one-of-a-kind, 5-star luxury resort
offers a tranquil retreat you need to
escape the chaos and reset.

Unique Adventure Tours (ATV,
Hot Air Balloon)

Massage therapies

Spiritual wellness
experiences

Fitness &
Movement Studio

Pool and Natural Hot Spring
Spa Facilities

Full-Service hotel

On-site restaurant
and bar

OO OMORORBONO

Wonder Valley Inn — Facebook advertises ATV Adventures

The site is located on a Sand Transport Path.

WITHIN the Green Circle

Dust sources include 3 solar facilities
(350 acres), Copper Mountain
College, Coyote Dry Lake, dirt roads
and where vegetation has been
removed.

Active Sand Sources —red circles
Emerson Dry Lake
Lucerne Dry Lake

OUTSIDE the green circle

Newberry Springs, Daggett Triangle is
targeted with 2 Solar PV projects on /
5,333 acres of private lands.

Dust flows through the pass from
Lucerne Valley and Johnson Valley OHV —__
area, also active sources.

Sand Transport Paths in the Mojave Desert, Southwestern United
States. J.R. Zimbelman, S.H. Williams, V.P. Tchakerian. In Desert
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Wonder Valley CSA 70M maintains, for a S50 service fee on 4,634 parcels,
178 miles of dirt roads, very attractive to adventure seeking tourists.

SO | Special Distict District Boundary

N, F v

Facts

CSA 70 M WONDER VALLEY was
established by an act of the San
Bernardino County Board of
Supervisors on August 14, 1972 to
provide road maintenance for
178.41 miles of road to the
community of Wonder Valley. This
road zone is located 10 miles east
of Twenty-Nine Palms and receives
a $15 service charge currently
billed on 4,634 parcels of land to

fund its maintenance service. This ; ,
zone has a Board appointed P 3 P
Advisory Commission and utilizes b ., '
the Wonder Valley Community 5 : :
. shefPlaza
Center for meetings. o Mh
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Major dust and road problems come from adventure seeking tourists.

4WD is not required to get up close to the beckoning mountains.
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Circle Mountain Biological Consultants (CMBC) Focused Survey for Agassiz’s Desert Tortoise, Habitat Evaluation for
the Burrowing Owl, and General Biological Resource Assessment for a 40-acre+/- Site (APN 0625-071-04 & 09) in the
community of Wonder Valley, San Bernardino County, California

“Based on the presence of tortoise signs found onsite, as depicted in Figure 3, CMBC concludes that Agassiz’s desert
tortoise occurs onsite, both in undeveloped creosote bush scrub habitats to the south and the adjacent, centrally
located jojoba field. Based on the size and freshness of scats, we conclude that the one subadult tortoise observed
near the east-central portion of the site is currently resident and an adult tortoise is using scrub areas to the south and

the central jojoba field.”

Desert Tortoise - YES

Figure 3. Site Map with Desert Tortoise and Cacti Locations

Desert Tortoise Signs

0 mm torioise 0.5 m from burrow
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Locations of 7 silver cholla)

Job#: 20-012 April 2020 — Ed LaRue

Exhibit 8. View of 90 mum subsdult tortoise near the center of the site. in jojoba field



However,
ELMT Consulting /Wonder Inn Joshua Tree Habitat Assessment submitted for the Project. &

“Despite a systematic search of the project site, no live tortoises, suitable burrows or signs was observ
project site during the site investigation. Based on the results of the field investigation and lack of suitable burrows
and no observed sign, desert tortoise was determined to have a low potential to occur onsite.” March 25, 2021

The CMBC survey was not submitted to S.B. Co. Land Use for analysis of the project. Pat Flanagan sent the survey to the
Wonder Inn Planner and others including Ed LaRue, CMBC. His reply to the email:

Thank you for ccing me. | have not had a chance to review the survey subsequent to ours, which was performed in 2020,
but | understand from you that no tortoise sign was found during the subsequent survey performed in July 2021. I've been
surveying for tortoises for 33 years, since 1989, and don’'t see any way, whatsoever, that we would find tortoise signs in
2020 and they not persist there one year later, in 2021, particularly since there was a wealth of juvenile tortoise signs;
juveniles are an age class that is less likely to travel long distances as subadults and adults may be prone to do. Even if
there had not been any new tortoise scats deposited, the ones we found in 2020 should still be visible, even in 2023,
three years later. I've attached a map of the signs we found in 2020. It's probably apropos of nothing, but my partner,
Sharon Dougherty who is cc'd, informed me yesterday that we were never paid for the 2020 biological survey we
performed.



Wonder Valley is
TORTOISE
HABITAT
and must be
protected

Residents of Wonder
Valley are familiar with
tortoise on their
property. With
geolocated pictures, it
was possible to map
their presence in the
area.

Always check under
your car before
driving off.
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Tortoise sightings

VALLE VIS by Landowners

Terrestrial Significant Habitats

R

Terrestrial Connectivity Rank
I 5 - Ireplaceable and Essential Corridors
- 4 - Conservation Planning Linkages
3 - Connections with Implementation Flexibility (<
2 - Large Natural Habitat Areas

- Limited Connectivity Opportunity

Data Source: Terrestrial Significant Habitats
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Desert Tortoise General
Conservation Plan

Currently the US FWS is in the
process of developing a
Desert Tortoise General
Conservation Plan to include
lands outside the federally
protected tortoise lands. The
published map shows that the
new permit area will include
the Morongo Basin and
Wonder Valley.
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