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October 12, Sunday afternoon at Lake Bloomington, with beautiful, clear skies and 
just-right fall temperatures, provided the perfect backdrop for the Freedom Rally 
hosted by the McLean County Republicans. Davis Lodge was the ideal location to 
bring people together. 
The program included wonderful live music from the Baier family string quartet from 
Gibson City.  They provided wonderful patriotic selections to lift the spirit.  Delicious 
barbecue sandwiches from Prairie Fire and Grill were on the menu.  
The program included updates from State Representative Brad Halbrook from 
Shelbyville and Dan Caulkins, a former representative for McLean County.  They are 
part of the Illinois Freedom Caucus. They provided updates on the upcoming Veto 
session and addressed questions.  
We had a surprise visit from Republican gubernatorial candidate Ted Dabrowski.  He 
spoke briefly about his desire to serve as the next governor of Illinois. He will face 
Darren Bailey and 5 other Republican candidates in the March primary. 
A good number of ISU College Republicans and Turning Point members attended.
The evening was capped off by an inspiring message from Jasmyn Jordan, president 
of the McLean County Young Republicans and a reporter for Breitbart News Service.  
She shared her experience about her challenging years at the University of Iowa, 
where she suffered physical threats and abuse from the far-left students and faculty 
there. She testified before a Congressional committee concerning the abuse.  
Her experience was a reminder of how essential our freedoms are and how the far-
left movement would silence voices with intimidation and even violence. We must 
be ready to stand up for our rights and not be afraid to tell the truth.  "Be the light in 
the darkness" was a valuable takeaway from what Jasmyn shared. 
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