
 

Light up your lanterns and say ‘Welcome’ with LUMINOUS in the Neighbourhood, as part of our 

LUMINOUS Lantern Parade 2021 program. 

Make a paper lantern using this tutorial.  Share your photos and stories of LUMINOUS in your 

Neighbourhood on our LUMINOUS Photo Wall.

MATERIALS 

✓ Bamboo/wooden sticks 

✓ Secateurs/scissors 

✓ PVA glue 

✓ Greaseproof paper or translucent paper 

✓ Sponge 

✓ Ruler or tape measure 

✓ Gaffer tape or masking tape 

✓ Wire and wire cutters 

✓ Battery operated LED light/LED candle 

✓ Plastic drop sheets 

✓ Bucket and cleaning cloths 

✓ Coloured tissue paper or stickers to 

decorate 

 

Watch an instructional video here! 

METHOD 

Step 1: Cover a large table and the ground 

underneath with a tarp or thick plastic sheets.  

Step 2: Cut the bamboo/wooden sticks into three 

different sizes: 4 x 60cm long sticks, 4 x 35cm long 

sticks and 2 x 47cm long sticks.  

Step 3: To create the frame, begin with the four 

shortest sticks and arrange them in a square.  

Step 4: Tie each end together with gaffer/masking 

tape.  

Step 5: Use the two sticks to create an Xshape in 

the square. Join each end with gaffer/masking tape. 

Step 6: Use the remaining four 60cm long sticks to 

create a pyramid and connect each stick to the 

square 2-3cm from the bottom of the longest stick 

 

Make your own Pyramid Paper Lantern 

https://www.multiculturalaustralia.org.au/luminous_photo_wall
https://youtu.be/5iVqbCNh1Jg


 

Step 7: Pour the glue and some water into a container 

ensuring the glue is not too thick.  

Step 8: Cut the grease proof or other translucent paper. 

You will need four sheets of 120cm. Measure the sides of 

the Pyramid lantern and cut them separately for each 

side and the base of the lantern  

Step 9: Place one piece of the grease proof paper on the 

table.  

Step 10: Dip your sponge into the glue, squeeze gently, 

and wipe the glue onto the grease proof paper.  If you have sensitive skin, use a paintbrush. 

Step 11: Place a second piece of grease proof paper on top of the first sheet. Make sure there are no 

bubbles between the two sheets. (Note that the glue dries fast and will need to be cleaned quickly before 

more glue is added). 

Step 12: Leaving 10cm from the top, wrap the frame with glued grease proof paper from one side to the 

other.  

Repeat Steps 11 and 12 for the other two sides and base of the Pyramid Lantern 

Step 13: Cut coloured tissue paper into different shapes and designs (or use stickers) and glue them onto 

the Pyramid using a sponge or paint brush.  

Step 14: Place the wet lantern upside down on the plastic covered floor against a wall to dry (leave it for a 

day and your lantern will be ready to display). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       Find out more about the LUMINOUS 2021 program and events!  

*Only use a battery-operated LED light/candle or small torch 

inside the lantern.  

A wire hook can be attached at the top of the lantern for 

hanging and wrapped with gaffer/masking tape for safety 

(optional). 

https://www.multiculturalaustralia.org.au/luminous2021

