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A sustainable partnership model for community-based
sexual health testing over two decades
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STRIP Piloted

Community-based

sexual health testing for gay
and other ‘homosexually
active men'.

Presented at ASHM

The original model identified
partnership between
community and clinical
services as central to success.

Still in operation

A broader LGBTQ+ service
providing STl screening and
PrEP consultations through
the same partnership.

24 years of community-clinical partnership supporting an evolving service.

Meridian
LGBTQ+ Community expertise

Central city location
Targeted promotion and engagement
Bookings and administration
Low-barrier environment

Canberra’s Testing Context
2024 Canberra GBQ+ Community Periodic Survey
In the 12 months prior to the survey:

o of HIV-negative participants
60.8% tested for an STI
o participants living with HIV
tested for an STI

o, of HIV-negative participants
tested for HIV

Canberra Sexual Health Centre
Clinical expertise

Clinical staffing

STl screening (asymptomatic)
PrEP and Doxy-PEP consultations
and prescribing

STRIP in 2025: service outcomes

139 @ 76z:.5o

consultations

Q14 (10 — 14[14

positive STI results received treatment

including 20 new initiations

STRIP continues to be a consistent, trusted and
community-connected service contributing to a
stronger sexual health landscape in Canberra.

Clearly defined community and clinical roles have sustained STRIP over time, providing
a transferable model for services targeting priority populations. Ongoing efforts aim to
ensure the clinic remains accessible to those who are under-screened as a priority.
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