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On March 31, 2022, a federal court in Tallahassee highlighted over twenty years of intentional
discrimination against Black voters in the state of Florida. The case, brought by the League of
Women Voters of Florida and others, was filed within minutes of Florida’s Senate Bill 90 (2021)
becoming law. The plaintiffs (the League and other voting and civil rights groups) proclaimed
the law had numerous elements of voter suppression.

The court found that in many ways, Florida’s Senate Bill 90 was part of a twenty-year
discriminatory history and an act of voter suppression. In a 288-page ruling, several provisions
of Senate Bill 90 were struck down and enjoined as the court found that they were
unconstitutional or violated the Voting Rights Act.

Key takeaways from the court ruling:
● The warning provision in Senate Bill 90 requiring Third Party Voter Registration

Organizations (3PVROs) to tell citizens that a 3PVRO may not turn their application in on
time and that they could register to vote in other ways has been struck down.

● The provision in which Senate Bill 90 prohibits providing assistance to a voter such as
providing water, a snack or “comfort assistance” within 150 feet of the entrance of a
polling place has been struck down.

● The provision in which drop boxes were limited to regular business hours and required a
Supervisor of Elections (SOE) to provide a paid employee to monitor a drop box or be
subject to a $25,000 fine has been struck down.

Provisions of Senate Bill 90 that remain intact:
● Voters must request mail ballots every election cycle (every two years)
● Voters must sign voter certificates on back of vote-by-mail envelopes
● Voters must provide one of three ID numbers to request a vote-by-mail ballot:

o Driver’s license
o State identification card
o Last four digits of social security number

● Voter registration applications must still be turned into the SOE’s office where the voter
resides or the Division of Elections in Tallahassee within 14 days of completing
application or before book closing, whichever first occurs.

● There is still a 2-ballot limit per election on the number of ballots a person can possess
from non-family members. A violation is a misdemeanor.

● Canvassing board activities can be observed by candidates and party members and
signatures can be challenged.

https://lwvfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/665-FINAL-ORDER-Granting-Permanent-Injunction-03-31-22.pdf


Updates to the League’s Voter Registration & Assistance procedures following this court
order:

● League members do not need to display or verbalize the previously required disclaimer
or warning.

● League members, volunteers, and citizens can now assist voters waiting in line at a
voting site generally (providing water/snacks or assisting a person with mobility issues),
but a volunteer or citizen cannot provide information on voting, candidates, or elections.

● Drop box usage will no longer be subject to Senate Bill 90’s provisions. SOEs can return
to allowing drop boxes to be utilized in the same manner that they have been in past
elections including the 2020 election.

● The presiding Judge placed a ten-year preclearance requirement on new voting laws
that could impact the provisions which were overruled or that could impact 3PVROs.

● League members should also ensure that they check their local SOE’s website for any
county specific updates/policy changes due to this ruling.

Expanded details on the Florida Legislature’s intentional discrimination against Black voters:
● Based on expert testimony and review of the Legislature's actions in the last twenty

years, “…. This Court finds that the Legislature enacted some of SB 90’s provisions with
the intent to discriminate against Black voters,” (Page 38).

● The court also found: “At some point, when the Florida Legislature passes law after law
disproportionately burdening Black voters, this Court can no longer accept that the
effect is incidental. Based on the indisputable pattern set out above, this Court finds
that, in the past 20 years, Florida has repeatedly sought to make voting tougher for Black
voters because of their propensity to favor Democratic candidates” (Page 65).

Appeal filed:
● Florida’s Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee has appealed this ruling. The Republican

National Committee, Republican Senatorial Committee, Supervisor of Elections Alan
Hays of Lake County, and Tommy Doyle of Lee County have also appealed.

● What does this mean? The parties listed above will file briefs to an appellate court to try
to overturn the League and our partners win. The parties have also filed a motion to stay
the trial court’s ruling. The League’s lawyers are preparing a response against the motion
for stay. The trial court’s final order will remain the law, until and if, there is either a
stay or if the order is overturned on appeal.

● Updates and changes to this guidance will be provided as needed as this matter
progresses.

Questions regarding this information or updated guidance?
Please contact the League of Women Voters of Florida directly.

Email: info@lwvfl.org | Phone: 407-377-5777
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