


Miami Waterkeeper's Junior Ambassador program celebrated its seventh cohort of graduates in 2022. These young environmental leaders received specialized
training in civic engagement, advocacy, and environmental issues. They participated in unique service learning opportunities and provided critical data for local
research projects. During the 2021-2022 program year, Junior Ambassadors achieved numerous successes, which we are proud to share in this report.



R E S E A R C H E R S  I N  A C T I O N
Junior Ambassadors engage in research throughout the year, participating in
various citizen science projects. This year, Ambassadors participated in
EarthEcho's water quality program, collecting data on Miami's water quality for
an international data collection project. Students also worked with
International SeaKeepers Society to clean up marine debris for the Ocean
Conservancy's Clean Swell App, which tracks trash that's cleaned up from
beaches around the world to help researchers better tackle the issue of marine
debris. These hands-on experiences allow students to investigate their
expansive watershed in new and exciting ways while collecting data for 
 researchers and Biscayne Bay monitoring initiatives.

F L O A T I N G  C L A S S R O O M S
This year's Junior Ambassadors went aboard the River Queen and spent a
morning on Biscayne Bay. Ambassadors learned about the different types of
pollution that are degrading Biscayne Bay and used EarthEcho kits and a YSI
sonde to test water quality. They also explored Biscayne Bay with an
underwater drone donated by the Wildlife Conservation Society and cleaned
up marine debris on Pelican Island.

The Junior Ambassador program has continued to grow to give high school students in Miami-Dade and Broward counties the skills and knowledge necessary to be
advocates and environmental stewards for their communities. Through advocacy trainings, community service activities, and citizen science projects, Junior
Ambassadors learned about the issues and threats facing Biscayne Bay and its surrounding waterways. Through civic engagement, they practiced making their voices
heard and advocating for solutions to make a positive change in the environment.
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