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Dear Miami Waterkeeper Family,

As we reflect on the past year, it fills me with immense pride to share the remarkable
accomplishments and water wins achieved in 2023. Together, we have navigated
challenges, seized opportunities, and continued our unwavering commitment to
safeguarding our precious waterways and finding local resilient solutions to global
problems.

We’re also focused on the future of our communities and ensuring that nature is included
in our resiliency plans. Our collaborative Green Infrastructure Accelerator Project, funded
by an EPA grant and the Pisces Foundation, is pioneering innovative designs to combat
heat, improve water quality, and mitigate flooding while improving habitat, showcasing
the power of collective action and innovation in building a more sustainable and resilient
future for our communities and ecosystems.

One of the significant milestones of 2023 was the confirmation of the devastating impact
of the PortMiami dredging on our coral reefs by the federal government. Our research
and advocacy, dating back to 2014, laid the groundwork for this crucial revelation,
shedding light on the tragic loss of likely millions of corals and the degradation of 278
acres of reef habitat. This report not only underscores the urgency of our mission but
validates our research and also catalyzes efforts for the mitigation and protection of our
reefs.

We are also thrilled to be able to continue expanding our team capacity and to make
strategic investments, including a generous $5 million investment from The John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation, to put the power of digital to use in the climate space. This
investment will enable us to leverage digital tools to engage and inform the community.
It’s our intention that this work will expand our impact beyond our region.

None of these achievements would have been possible without the steadfast support of
our community, members like yourself, our donors, and our staff and board members. We
are committed to continuing to work together to find resilient solutions that are rooted in
science, nature, and our community.

With deep gratitude,

Rachel Silverstein, Ph.D.
Executive Director and Miami Waterkeeper

Your full-time Miami
Waterkeeper, Rachel Silverstein,
is part investigator, scientist,
educator, and legal advocate,
functioning as a public
spokesperson and protecting
your right to clean water.

W A T E R K E E P E R
A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  Y O U R
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Each week, our dedicated Science and Research Team visits over 30 locations across Miami-
Dade and Broward counties to collect and analyze water quality from your favorite waterways
and beaches. Why? So we can let you know right away whether your water has unsafe levels of
bacteria. All you have to do is check our social media or the Swim Guide app for the latest
results; “red” means best to avoid swimming; “green” means bacteria levels are low. Our array of
recreational and canal monitoring sites serves a vital purpose – to bridge the gaps within the
Florida Healthy Beaches monitoring program and make it easier to access water quality data. 

WATER QUALITY REPORT CARD
IS YOUR FAVORITE SPOT SAFE FOR RECREATION?

You have a right to be informed about the quality of your local water! 
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quality limits in 2023.
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FEATURED LOCATION: MATHESON HAMMOCK
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY

Matheson Hammock is a 630-acre Miami-Dade County park located in Coral Gables, Florida.
The park features hiking trails, boat ramps, a marina, a first-class restaurant, and a man-made
atoll pool. The enclosed atoll pool relies on tidal action from Biscayne Bay to replenish the
water daily. Miami Waterkeeper samples at the atoll beach to monitor the water quality at this
popular recreational site. This sampling location was the most viewed site in Miami-Dade
County on Swim Guide in 2023, attracting 2,162 views. This site was safe for recreational use
73% of the time, exceeding the threshold for safe recreational water use 27% of the time. The
average enterococci concentration was 106 MPN with a standard deviation of ± 221 MPN,
which is above the threshold of 70 MPN for safe recreational water use.
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Water quality monitoring in Miami-Dade County was supported by the Village of Key Biscayne and North Bay Village
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TARPON RIVER **

* Indicates that site sampling began on August 8, 2023
** Indicates that site sampling was discontinued on August 1, 2023
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FEATURED LOCATION: SANDBAR
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

Sandbar is a recreational area located on SE 10th Street in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The
Watersports Activity Area on the Stranahan River attracts activities like water skiing, tubing,
kneeboarding, and wakeboarding. It is also frequented by boaters to moor their boats and
enjoy the water. This site had 1,487 views on Swim Guide in 2023, the most of all the
Broward County sites. In 2023, this site was safe for recreational water use 69% of the time.
Its average enterococci concentration was 195 MPN, with a standard deviation of ± 605
MPN, failing to meet the 70 MPN threshold for safe recreational water use 31% of the time. 

Water quality monitoring in Broward County was supported by the City of Fort Lauderdale



Imagine diving into the crystal-clear waters offshore of Miami, only to find yourself surrounded
by a scene of devastation. A moonscape. The water, once teeming with life, is clouded with
sediment, and the vibrant coral reefs are now buried beneath a layer of sand. This grim reality
manifested during the PortMiami dredging project that occurred from 2013 to 2015. The
project resulted in catastrophic damage to adjacent coral reefs, triggering legal action by Miami
Waterkeeper and co-plaintiffs. Despite the dredging company’s initial attempts to downplay
the environmental impact, our subsequent scientific research uncovered extensive coral
mortality, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration recently released a report
that supports our finding that millions of corals were likely killed and at least 278 acres of the
Florida Reef Tract was severely impacted by dredging sediment.

The timing of this revelation is critical, as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is proposing
another expansion dredge in Miami, potentially posing a grave threat to already vulnerable
coral ecosystems. To mitigate the damage and protect these invaluable reefs, we are proposing
a proactive approach involving coral restoration and advanced scientific techniques, promising
both economic and environmental benefits for Miami and setting a precedent for national coral
restoration initiatives.

WATER WINS
CELEBRATING VICTORIES IN PROTECTING THE WATER YOU LOVE 

A DRED GEFUL SITUATION: UNCOVERING THE
TRUTH LOST IN A BURIED CORAL REEF

Partial program funding provided by the 
Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation and Jacarlene Foundation.
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Traditional gray hardscapes and impervious surfaces are killing the bay. Here’s how: polluted
stormwater running off the land, shunted into drainage ditches, canals, and ultimately Biscayne
Bay, carries excess nutrients, bacteria, and toxic chemicals into waterways. There is a solution:
green stormwater infrastructure, which slows down water, treating it close to where it falls.
Think of stormwater ponds, wetlands, and pervious pavers. SCAN ME!

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ACCELERATOR PROJECT

To this end, Miami Waterkeeper, along with a cohort of local resiliency groups,
has launched the Green Infrastructure Accelerator Project, funded by an EPA
grant. This initiative aims to use green infrastructure to enhance sustainability
and resilience in urban environments while addressing the very serious
problem of stormwater pollution in our neighborhoods and waterways. 

The project engages with local communities to understand their concerns and explore
opportunities for them to play a pivotal role in co-designing potential solutions to problems
such as heat, water quality, flooding, and more. The project will culminate with six to eight
green infrastructure designs proposed within vulnerable urban communities.

Miami Waterkeeper’s work focuses on ongoing community involvement
and is aided by an interactive online Community Input Tool that solicits
nominations of sites for green infrastructure in underutilized public spaces,
aiming to revitalize areas like parking lots, swales, and canal banks. We are
pleased to team with the One Water Academy, Everglades Law Center,
the University of Miami College of Engineering, P.E.E.R. Group, and the
University of Miami Environmental Justice Clinic on this initiative.

SCAN ME!

Partial project funding provided by the EPA and Pisces Foundation
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Miami Waterkeeper enhanced its capacity with the addition of aerial and underwater drones
to our pollution reporting and response program in 2023. This upgrade not only augmented
our ability to detect pollution but also empowered us to visually document pollution incidents
and hold those responsible accountable. Our aerial drone serves as a crucial asset, providing a
bird’s-eye view to swiftly survey extensive areas and identify sources of oil spills, sediment
plumes, and other large-scale pollution events. Meanwhile, our underwater drone acts as our
eyes beneath the surface, allowing us to capture pollution that is otherwise difficult to spot,
such as sunken marine debris or compromised sewage pipes. Our drone journey has just
begun, and we are excited to see where this upcoming year takes us!

ENHANCING POLLUTION REPORTING
THROUGH DRONE TECHNOLOGY

TURKEY POINT: KNOWLEDGE GAINED AND LESSONS LEARNED 

We continued to make waves with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). In 2019, Florida Power
& Light sought to extend the Turkey Point nuclear power plant’s operating license to a term of 80
years – a first-of-its-kind request. The NRC granted the license extension, despite the legal challenge
that we – alongside our partners at the Natural Resources Defense Council and Friends of the Earth –
brought forward. But we did not give up! We appealed, and in early 2022, our appeal was granted,
revoking the extension and restoring the license’s expiration to 2032 in an unprecedented victory that
affected the entire nation.

In 2023, the NRC proposed updating its rules for evaluating environmental impacts at all nuclear
power plants, directly influenced by our efforts regarding Turkey Point. These changes now require
NRC staff to weigh climate change and sea level rise when they go to re-license plants for longer
operating terms. Another win.

However, our work continues. In September of 2023, the NRC released an environmental impact
statement for Turkey Point, and we responded with a detailed comment letter, identifying concerns in
the evaluation and highlighting gaps in the environmental review. We’re waiting for further action and
remain committed to ensuring that Turkey Point operates safely for both our community and our
environment.



In 2016, Florida proposed a rule to allow more toxins in our waters, despite not updating these rules
since 1992. Miami Waterkeeper raised concerns regarding the potential for increased cancer risk from
eating Florida seafood and disproportionately harm tribal communities and the fishing community
who depend on it. Collaborating with Waterkeepers Florida and the Environmental Defense Alliance,
we galvanized support statewide. Thousands signed petitions, and local governments entered into
legal action based on our advocacy, leading the state to abandon the proposal.

PROTECTING FLORIDIANS FROM TOXIC CHEMICALS

Miami Waterkeeper, along with partners at the Center for Biological Diversity, the Harvard
Animal Law & Policy Clinic, Save the Manatee Club, and Frank S. González García, submitted a
petition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In response, the Service issued a critical 90-day
finding, possibly leading to the reclassification of the West Indian manatee from "threatened"
to "endangered." This is a significant step for the conservation of these iconic creatures.

The 90-day finding triggers a thorough look at the best available scientific data. Unfortunately,
manatee populations have been declining since 2017, mainly due to poor water quality that
has killed off their main source of food, seagrasses, and unprecedented mortality events. It's
crucial to take action now and address water quality issues across Florida for the well-being of
manatees and diverse wildlife. This moment underscores the importance of positive change to
counteract the harmful impacts on manatees and give them a better chance of recovery.

THE ROAD TO ENHANCING ENDANGERED
SPECIES PROTECTIONS FOR MANATEES

In 2023, the EPA agreed, finding Florida’s standards outdated. They
ordered stricter rules to protect our waters. On December 1, the EPA
proposed new rules based on the latest science, and if approved, the
proposed rule will protect the health of Floridians – improving the quality
of the water in which we fish and recreate.

A massive win for protecting human health and the environment!

SCAN ME!
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The 2022-2024 Junior Ambassador cohort embarked on a journey to Biscayne Bay for a shark tagging
expedition with Field School for their graduation trip. This exciting educational adventure allowed our
graduating Junior Ambassadors to witness conservation in action, actively participating in tagging and
collecting data on four sharks. These experiential learning opportunities create lasting memories and
reinforce our program's dedication to providing unique, hands-on environmental experiences that deepen
our Junior Ambassadors' passion for protecting the planet.

This year, the increasing enthusiasm and interest from young leaders looking to get involved with our
organization continue to grow, with over 90 applicants – the highest number to date. This influx of
applicants allows us to be selective and recruit a diverse, motivated, and talented group of new Junior
Ambassadors. We excitedly welcomed our 2023-2024 class of Junior Ambassadors and are enjoying the
fresh perspectives and new energy they bring to the program as we continue working toward our mission. 

EMPOWERING YOUNG ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS

Partial program funding provided by Jorge M. Pérez Family Foundation, Al & Jane Nahmad
Family Foundation, Glenn W. Bailey Foundation, Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s Outdoor Fund
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Marine Debris Collected Over TimeThrough our community cleanup initiatives, we removed
a staggering 6,996 pounds of trash from beaches, bays,
rivers, and coastal areas – an impressive increase from
the 2,362 pounds removed in 2022. By mobilizing and
educating residents, our cleanup efforts have expanded
in both scope and impact. The remarkable dedication of
our volunteers allows us to make a tangible difference in
restoring the health of our waters and preventing the
accumulation of marine debris. As we reflect on this
accomplishment, we eagerly anticipate surpassing our
2023 record in 2024.

VOLUNTEERS CLEAR NEARLY 7,000 POUNDS OF
MARINE DEBRIS FROM SOUTH FLORIDA’S WATERS

Partial Program Funding Provided by HSBC
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TEAM EXPANSION AND ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH

At the beginning of the year, our dedicated team comprised 11 full-time and 8 part-time staff.
This foundational team set the stage for what was to become a year marked by significant
growth and achievement. By the year’s end, our team had flourished, with 18 full-time and 9
part-time staff members on board. 

This growth has been instrumental in advancing our mission and enhancing our capabilities.
With a larger team, Miami Waterkeeper has been able to work toward streamlining operations,
improving efficiency and effectiveness in our endeavors to protect South Florida’s waterways.
It was not just matter of numbers; it represented a strategic enhancement of our capacity to
fulfill our mission. 

Moreover, the team has engaged in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging training to build
capacity to address environmental challenges and respond to the needs of our community.

TOTAL
EMPLOYEES19

Year 2022 Year 2023
TOTAL

EMPLOYEES27

132023 Annual Report



Miami Waterkeeper's 2023 State of the Water event was a dynamic gathering held at the
scenic Rusty Pelican, drawing 265 attendees eager to delve into the conversation. With a
lineup of four engaging panelists and three captivating speakers, the event buzzed with energy.
Amidst celebrating our cherished waterways, the discussions also confronted the pressing issue
of sea level rise in South Florida. Above all, the event resonated with the importance of green
infrastructure in fortifying our community against environmental challenges. 

STATE OF THE WATER 

attendees
265

panelists
4

speakers
3
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Daniella Levine Cava, elected as Miami-Dade County's first female Mayor in November 2020,
brings over four decades of dedicated public service to her role. Her priorities include
safeguarding the environment, revitalizing the economy, restoring Biscayne Bay, and fostering
transparency and accountability in local government. We have been honored to partner with
her as Commissioner and now as Mayor. Miami Waterkeeper has worked with the Mayor on
several initiatives, and she has been our “water warrior” in the County. Mayor Daniella Levine
Cava and her family spend their leisure time on the water - sailing, kayaking, and camping in
Biscayne Bay and the Everglades. 

PORTER PRIZE WINNER: 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY MAYOR DANIELLA LEVINE CAVA

Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava accepts the 4th annual
Porter Prize in honor of her fervent dedication to Miami’s waterways.

SPOTLIGHTS
CELEBRATING THE COMMUNITY MEMBERS
IMPACTING CLEAN WATER INITIATIVES
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In June 2023, Miami Waterkeeper launched a new era of growth and impact, accelerated by a $5
million investment over six years from The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. The
investment will allow us to expand our ability to inform and engage residents in South Florida in
developing climate resiliency solutions by leveraging cutting-edge technologies and digital tools.

Recognizing Miami’s potential to serve as an incubator for global climate solutions, we aim to
implement and scale effective solutions. We pioneer innovative, multidisciplinary approaches that
can be replicated in other regions grappling with similar climate-related issues, inspiring and
guiding communities worldwide toward sustainable and resilient futures.

A KNIGHT INVESTMENT
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Executive Director & Waterkeeper, Rachel
Silverstein, Ph.D., was announced as a winner
of the Elevate Prize. Beyond the unrestricted
funding provided to Miami Waterkeeper by the
Elevate Prize Foundation, Rachel joined an
incredible cohort of 12 nonprofit leaders who
have been receiving tailored resources from
the Elevate team for two years.

The Elevate Prize is an annual award and
signature program of the Elevate Prize
Foundation that recognizes leaders from across
the globe for their impact - providing funding,
greater visibility, and tailored resources to help
expand and amplify their work. The Elevate
Prize Foundation works to Make Good Famous
because:

MAKING GOOD FAMOUS:
THE ELEVATE PRIZE

"When we amplify the visibility
of those creating social impact,
everyone can be inspired to be
problem-solvers and agents for
change."

The Elevate Prize Foundation wants to
increase the visibility and awareness of social
entrepreneurs who are literally changing the
world. The team is creating a platform where
audiences can find, follow, and celebrate them,
just as they can for athletes, actors, and reality
TV stars. We are honored to have Rachel be
named an Elevate Prize winner and included in
the cohort of incredible change-makers from
across the globe.
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Former North Bay Village Vice Mayor Marvin
Wilmoth has been a dedicated supporter of
Miami Waterkeeper since his initial encounter
during one of our Day on the Bay boat tours
before assuming office. Over the years, he has
emerged as a fervent advocate for
sustainability and the safeguarding of clean
water resources. As the first elected official to
champion a robust fertilizer ordinance in
Miami-Dade County, Vice Mayor Wilmoth has
demonstrated his commitment to
environmental protection.

In 2023, Vice Mayor Wilmoth further solidified
his commitment to Miami Waterkeeper by
joining the organization’s Board of Directors.
This additional role showcases his dedication
to the cause and his willingness to contribute
to the organization's strategic direction.

Isabel O’Naghten stands out as a dedicated
Junior Ambassador from the 2022-2023
cohort. Isabel’s unwavering dedication and
enthusiasm for community change were
evident in her active participation in volunteer
events, where she consistently brought
positivity and commitment. Her eagerness to
learn and engage during advocacy training
sessions showcased her passion for making a
difference. As she transitions to a Leadership
Board member for the 2023-2024 cohort,
Isabel’s exemplary service and advocacy set a
high standard for her peers, inspiring them to
drive meaningful change.

BOARD MEMBER:
MARVIN WILMOTH

JUNIOR AMBASSADOR:
ISABEL O’NAGHTEN
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Nicolette (Nikki) Foschini's tenure on our
2022-2023 Junior Ambassador Leadership
Board showcased her exceptional leadership
and creative prowess. Her dedication and
commitment to service-oriented collaboration
made her an exemplary mentor for younger
students. Miami Waterkeeper was fortunate to
have Nikki's talents extend into a summer
internship, where her outstanding
photography and social media skills
significantly enhanced our outreach efforts.

Meet Miguel (Mike) Fernandez, a remarkable
volunteer whose unwavering dedication has
made a significant impact on our organization.
Mike's commitment to kayak clean-ups,
where he tirelessly removes marine debris
from mangrove ecosystems, highlights his
passion for protecting these vital habitats.
Through his participation, Mike not only
learns about the importance of mangroves
but also actively shares this knowledge,
embodying our shared mission of
environmental stewardship. We are incredibly
grateful for Mike's dedication and the
contributions of all our volunteers, whose
collective efforts have made 2023 a truly
exceptional year for our cause. 

JUNIOR AMBASSADOR
LEADERSHIP BOARD:
NIKKI FOSCHINI

VOLUNTEER: 
MIGUEL (MIKE) FERNANDEZ
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S
Grant F U N D E R S

Donate to support our fight for clean water, healthy
ecosystems, and a vibrant and resilient South Florida.
Together, we can make a lasting impact and protect the
water you love for generations to come.

PROTECT THE WATER YOU LOVE:
GIVE THE GIFT OF CLEAN WATER

DONATE



T H E  P A R T N E R          P R O G R A M

STARFISH ($2,500+)STARFISH ($2,500+)
Millie & Philip Carey

and the Anya & Henry Bagley Fund
Clement-Broad

Family
The Casino

Family
Deborah and Neil

Bienstock

Tracy Slavens &
Daniel Schwartz

The Weisburd
Family

Jean
Soman

Shepard Broad
Foundation

Toni
Schrager

Nayak
Pathak

Danielle & Alex
Horn

The Lirman
Family

Kristen & Patrick
McMahon

Tim and Lauren
Lower

Mark and Cristina
Crofton

Paul
Dedrick

CORAL ($5,000+)CORAL ($5,000+)

The Bulgarelli
Family

Ashley Litwin &
Anton Diego

The Burlington
Family

The Diamond
Family

Amanda Perwin
and Seth Cassel

Roger and Leslie
Baumann

Jaleh and Jeffrey
Bast

Julia and Till
Bechtolsheimer

Michael and Kimberly
Baker

The Benjamin & Gloria Joannou, Jr.
Family Conservation Fund

Cindy
Lerner

Lisa and Victor
Mendelson

Maureen and Todd
Mestepey

The Morales
Family

Neil and Juhi Shah
Family Foundation

The Stokes
Family

The Szajman
Family

Marcelo Fernandes and Family
in memory of Kellie Henley

Philip
Kushlan

Joseph
Falk

Fritz-Veloso
Family

Professor Rosabeth
Moss Kanter

SEA TURTLE ($10,000+)SEA TURTLE ($10,000+)

Robin and H Jordan
Weitz

Jill and Jack
Reiter

Schwedel
Family

Bethany and Robert B.
Millard

The Newman
Family

HONORARY KEEPER ($100,000+)HONORARY KEEPER ($100,000+)
Anonymous

The Charlesmead
Foundation

Aviva and Aaron
Stauber

DOLPHIN ($15,000+)DOLPHIN ($15,000+)

MANATEE ($25,000+)MANATEE ($25,000+)

The Frankel
Family

Jenny and Nick
Semaca

The Mailman
Foundation

The Alvarez
Family

Ellen & John
Levinson

*as of December 31, 2023
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water samples
collected and
analyzed

2,695

pollution reports
received154

Swim advisories shared
with the public18

lbs of marine debris
removed from coastal
habitats

6,996

letters submitted
advocating for policy
change

13

community members
reached through 154
events

6,207

739

views on Swim
Guide sites104,558

pollution reports
resulting in
enforcement action

37

Junior Ambassadors
graduated

36

legal actions filed4

advocate public
comments submitted1,191

public comments given
at 14 public meetings29

features in news
articles60

W A T E R  W I N S  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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community members
that took 1,000 Eyes
on the Water training
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Read about the importance of our waterways and
the latest updates on water policies by catching up
on our blog at www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/blog

LEARN ABOUT THE ISSUES

MAKE A DONATION
Protect the water you love with the gift of clean
water. Become a monthly donor or make a one-
time gift at www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/donate

VOLUNTEER
Get your hands dirty while restoring natural
habitats or cleaning up mangroves and shorelines at
one of our volunteer events. Register online at
www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/events

TAKE 1000 EYES ON THE WATER
Make sure you’re aware of pollution you see
around Biscayne Bay and learn what to do when
you notice it by taking our 1000 Eyes on the Water
training at www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/1000eyes

Speak up for Biscayne Bay by advocating for smart
policies. Learn about the latest action alerts by at
www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/take_action

ADVOCATE FOR CLEAN WATER

5 WAYS TO SUPPORT CLEAN WATER



LOOKING AHEAD
WHAT’S AHEAD IN OUR EFFORTS TO
PROTECT THE WATER YOU LOVE

Outdated septic systems contribute to water pollution, impacting our cherished water bodies and
posing risks to public health. To tackle this issue, we are undertaking comprehensive research,
forming strategic partnerships, and actively engaging with the community. Miami Waterkeeper is
dedicated to spearheading South Florida’s transition from septic to sewer. By fostering awareness,
advocating for policy changes, and collaborating with local stakeholders, we are navigating the
complexities of septic-to-sewer conversion. By working together, we aim to ensure cleaner waters,
healthier ecosystems, and a resilient Miami for generations to come.

SEPTIC TO SEWER CONVERSION
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It has been nearly a decade since the disaster at PortMiami during the Phase III expansion
dredging, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is proposing expansion projects in several
additional locations fringed by corals: San Juan, Puerto Rico; Port Everglades, Fort Lauderdale;
and yes, even PortMiami once again for Phase IV expansion dredging.

The loss of corals is troubling for a number of reasons. Corals provide the basis for our
fisheries and, therefore, a slice of South Florida’s economy. They confer habitat to a myriad of
colorful sealife that people from all over the world visit to admire. Reefs are also our first line
of defense against storm surge: due to their high surface area (because they are lumpy and
bumpy), they help reduce the force of waves. As such, they are the first “speed bump” to slow
down dangerous storm surge.

But here's the good news: Miami Waterkeeper is leading the charge with a plan for coral
restoration and cutting-edge science in Miami-Dade County. Beyond safeguarding reefs, this
approach promises economic and environmental benefits. We can turn the catastrophe of the
2013-2015 PortMiami dredging project into an opportunity by advocating for a coral
restoration center to build back our reefs on an industrial scale. Using cutting-edge technology
– such as 3-D printing reef modules and isolating heat and disease-resistant specimens that
could be propagated along Miami Beach – this plan can set a precedent for national coral
restoration. We advocate for building a world-class facility that would attract and retain talent
in South Florida. This plan would not only right a wrong; it would bring back Miami’s first line
of defense against worsening storm surges from climate change.

REVIVING MIAMI'S CORALS: 
A VISION FOR RESTORATION AND
DEFENSE AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE



Programming Administra�ve Fund Development
$ 0.00

$ 500,000.00
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2023 REVENUE
BREAKDOWN

2023 EXPENSES

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

$3.77
MIL

Total Revenue:  $3,769,732 

Board of Trustees
 $56,046

Total Expenses:  $2,517,261 

$1,695,029 $399,333 $422,898

Board of Directors
$53,919 

*Based on unaudited financials
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Individual Donations
$649,126

Corporate
$153,796

Foundation Grants
$1,987,308

Earned Income
$39,317

Interest
$4,620

Government Grants
$825,601

http://www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/
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OUR TEAM
WATER CHAMPIONS: PROTECTING THE WATER YOU LOVE

H Jordan Weitz, Chair
Philip Kushlan, Secretary
Greg Clark, Treasurer
Aaron Stauber
Marvin Wilmoth
Katia Bulgarelli
Amy Clement, Ph.D.
Gregory Frankel
Emilie Fritz Veloso
Tracy Slavens
Lauren Hornor, Emeritus

Gregory Frankel, Chair
Jeffrey Bast
Roger Baumann
Kenneth Broad, Ph.D.
Marcelo Fernandez
Cindy Lerner
Jill Reiter
Judd Rosen
David Schwedel
Maria Schwedel

Rachel Silverstein, Ph.D. - Executive Director and Waterkeeper 
Samantha Barquin, PSM - Chief of Staff 
Cameron Bills – Legal Fellow 
Sydnei Cartwright – Environmental Policy Specialist 
Gretchen Clark, Ph.D. - Chief Operating Officer 
Erin Cover, MPS - Education & Outreach Manager 
Edysmar Diaz-Cruz – Marketing Coordinator 
Amalia Fernandez - Executive Assistant 
Aliza Karim, M.S. - Water Quality Research Manager 
Laura del Mar Cruz, MPS – Education and Outreach Coordinator 
Christina Monteanu - Staff Writer & Grant Coordinator 
Adeline Nagle, M.S. - Science Engagement Coordinator 
Amanda Prieto, Ed.D. - Senior Program Director 
Rebecca Sharpe, MBA; MRes – Chief Digital and Technology Officer 
Jenny Silver - Development Manager 
Audrey Siu, PSM - Policy Director 
Jaimee Spector, CFRE - Director of Advancement & Donor Impact 
Sarah Weber – Development Coordinator

Kandisi Anyabwile - Water Quality Field Technician 
Sofia Bond - Outreach and Water Quality Assistant 
Julia Buscarnera - Water Quality Field Technician 
Carli Grace - Outreach and Water Quality Assistant 
Emma Hahn – Education & Outreach Assistant 
Raina Johnson - Water Quality Field Technician 
Dani Rodriguez- Education & Outreach Assistant 
Natalia Tohme - Education & Outreach Assistant 
Camilla Varoli - Water Quality Field Technician

Wayne Block - Policy Intern Emeritus 
Nicolette Foschini - Media Intern 
Jack Kranes – Policy Intern 
Joshua Linenfelser – Policy Intern 
Adriana Lopez - Policy Intern 
Pony Siper - Policy Intern



DONATEDonate to support our
fight for clean water,
healthy ecosystems, and
a vibrant and resilient
South Florida. Together,
we can make a lasting
impact and protect the
water you love for
generations to come.

Proud member of the
Waterkeeper Alliance.

P.O. Box 141596
Coral Gables, FL 33114-1596
(305) 905-0856
miamiwaterkeeper.org

hello@miamiwaterkeeper.org
/miamiwaterkeeper
@miamiwaterkeeper
@miamiwaterkpr

PROTECT THE WATER YOU LOVE:
GIVE THE GIFT OF CLEAN WATER


