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Part 1. Summary of Activities 

“Mine Action Fellows was like a 

mirror for me to show me what I can 

do, make me discover my skills that I 

didn't know I have, and make me feel 

this is my place, this is my home, I am 

part of this world, and I can change it 

to be better world even if I am a 

woman.” - Noor Hassan, Iraq 

 

The Mine Action Fellows are a 

network of dedicated and experienced 

youth leaders who Mines Action Canada 

(MAC) supports in various capacities. The 

program is open to any youth who are 

working, volunteering, or interested in mine action1 with a particular focus on young women 

from affected countries. The Fellows receive monthly capacity building emails which keep them 

engaged and learning about disarmament, diplomacy, and leadership. Beyond these emails, the 

youth participate in Forums which MAC organizes alongside relevant international meetings. 

These Forums give the Fellows the opportunity to learn how international meetings function, so 

that their valuable input can be heard by decision-makers. In 2022, MAC hosted three Mine 

Action Fellow Forums in Geneva, Switzerland. After more than two years of holding Forums 

online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, enthusiasm was high to get back in person again. 

Twenty-nine Fellows participated in these forums, out of the 78 registered youth. The Fellows 

were selected through an application process that included consultation with national campaigns.  

 

The first forum was held alongside the Ottawa Treaty (also known as the Mine Ban 

Treaty) Intersessional Meetings and National Mine Directors Meeting (NDM)2 from June 20th- 

24th. We were able to bring seven of the Fellows to this Forum. A highlight of this Forum is a 

reception that MAC hosted with the Government of Canada to celebrate five successful years of 

the Mine Action Fellows program. The Fellows had the chance to approach states and civil 

society and invite them to this special event, which built their confidence in speaking with 

diplomats and civil society experts. The Fellows spent the week attending plenary and side 

events, as well as building their leadership skills and sharing their knowledge through peer 

learning sessions.  

 
1 Mine action comprises of 5 pillars of action to implement the Ottawa Treaty and the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions or to address the harm caused by landmines, cluster munitions and other explosive remnants of war: 
victim assistance, clearance, mine risk education, advocacy, and stockpile destruction.  
2 The NDM is an annual two-day professional development meeting where mine action leaders from around the 
world gather to discuss best practices.  



 

3 

The second Forum was held alongside the Cluster 

Munition Convention’s (CCM) 10th Meeting of States Parties 

from August 29th-September 2nd. MAC sponsored 22 youth 

for this Forum. A highlight of the August Forum was a 

statement that the youth created through a Model RevCon 

structure and then delivered on the last day of the Meeting. The 

Fellows delivered the statement together, standing on the dais 

behind the Chairs of the meeting, including H.E. Mr. Aidan 

Liddle, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the 

United Kingdom to the Conference on Disarmament. The 

Fellows received applause after they concluded that “There is 

no room for cluster munitions in the future we are building.” 

Delivering this statement was a strong ending to their busy 

week, and many diplomats noted that they were impressed by 

the Fellows.  

 

The third Forum of the year was held alongside the 20th 

Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty from November 21st-25th. MAC chose to bring 

six youth who had already been to a forum this year, and brought the forum to the next level. For 

example, this was a historic meeting because it was the first time ever that youth delivered 

statements as part of the regular plenary debate rather than delivering a final youth statement. All 

six Fellows drafted and delivered statements under five different agenda items. MAC also co-

hosted a side event with Ireland on Youth Action on Universalization, where three Fellows 

spoke. Finally, all week the Fellows were in meetings with states, including with the Chair of the 

meeting, H.E. Alvaro Enrique Ayala Melendez, Ambassador and Chargé d'Affaires of the 

Permanent Mission of Colombia to 

the UN in Geneva. 

Part 2. June Forum 

Brief Overview 

From June 20th-24th, seven of the 

Mine Action Fellows3 participated in 

a forum held alongside the Mine Ban 

Treaty Intersessionals and National 

Mine Director Meeting (NDM). 

Intersessionals are different from the 

annual Meeting of States Parties 

(MSP) because they are an informal 

meeting and are held before the MSP 

to help ensure its success. The 

Intersessionals are a working meeting, 

 
3 The seven Fellows were from Belgium (M), Canada (F), Cambodia (F), Colombia (2 F, 1M), and Lebanon (F). 
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while a Meeting of States Parties is a decision making meeting. This was the first time that MAC 

held a forum with an Intersessional meeting, which created a unique learning opportunity for the 

fellows involved. During this week, the Fellows assisted MAC in hosting a reception, met with 

the Australian delegate, led their own peer learning sessions, participated in leadership training 

sessions convened by MAC, observed in Plenary sessions and side events, and attended a 

reception at the NDM. These activities gave the Fellows the opportunity to gain confidence and 

knowledge, which they can then bring back to their communities and on-the-ground jobs. Please 

refer to Appendix 1 in the annex for biographies of the participating fellows. 
 

 

“It has encouraged my voice as a young woman to be 

heard in these spaces by making me part of side events; the 

writing and reading of statements; and has facilitated a 

network of support and joint work between young women 

from various countries and organizations. The Fellows 

program for me meant an opportunity to grow, to be heard, 

to feel that my ideas are valid and my work valuable. It 

was a space in which I was able to learn about the 

complexity of the processes and in which I was able to 

understand that the people who enforce them on the 

ground, no matter where we are from, are moved by 

passion and the hope of seeing our countries without mines 

and the survivors with rights. The program is a space that 

strengthens and motivates us.” - Natalia Morales Campillo, 

Colombia 

Activities During the Forum 

The Mine Action Fellows had a full agenda in Geneva, with each day containing a mix of 

attending plenary and attending sessions organized by MAC. The theme in the sessions outside 

of plenary was “Leading Through Change.” This theme was chosen because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, which resulted in leaders worldwide having to quickly adapt to change. Please refer to 

Appendix 2 in the annex to see the exact agenda the Fellows followed in June for the MBT 

Intersessionals and NDM, including the Plenary sessions they attended. Below is a detailed list 

which outlines major activities the Fellows took part in every day aside from attending plenary 

sessions and side events.  

 

 

Monday: 

● Transparency and Lobbying: An informative session with Landmine Monitor researcher 

and MAC team member Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan. Yeshua taught the Fellows about 

the structure and importance of Article 7 reports, and how to encourage states to submit 

their reports. Followed by a Q&A session. 
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● Leadership Compass: A leadership training session, where Fellows took a self-reflecting 

quiz on their leadership styles. Strengths and weaknesses in each style were identified, 

and tips were given on how to improve as a leader. 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning session from Mine Action Fellow Magritte (Canada) 

about building strong teams and leading ice breaker activities. 

Tuesday: 

● Making Change with the Landmine Monitor: 

An informative panel discussion with 

Landmine Monitor team members Loren Persi 

and Marion Loddo. Loren and Marion taught 

the Fellows about the creation, structure, 

credibility, and importance of the Landmine 

Monitor and their presentation was followed 

by a Q&A session. 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning session led by 

Fellows Anderson, Angelica, and Natalia that 

explained the work they are doing on the 

ground at the Colombian Campaign to Ban 

Landmines. Anderson, Angelica, and Natalia 

shared stories and information about the work 

they do on gender, and community building, 

and about their partnerships with Indigenous communities. 

Wednesday: 

● Leading Through Change: A leadership training session, where Fellows journaled about 

leaders in their own life. MAC provided tips on how to lead through change. 

● Mine Action Fellows Reception: A reception co-hosted by Mines Action Canada and the 

Government of Canada to celebrate five successful years of the Mine Action Fellows 

program. 

 

Thursday: 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning 

session led by Fellow Maria that explained 

the work she is doing at the Landmine 

Monitoring Center in Lebanon. Maria 

taught the other Fellows and the MAC 

team about explosive ordnance risk 

education. She spoke on a variety of 

creative initiatives for different age groups, 

to make learning about this difficult topic 

fun and memorable (e.g. making a short 

film).  

● Making Change on the Ground: An 

informative panel discussion with 

Sebastian Kasack (MAG), Kasia Derlicka-

Rosenbauer (ICBL-CMC), Ségolène 

Laubert and Kim Feldewerth (the HALO 
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Trust). The panelists were all asked the questions “How does civil society make change?” 

and “How has the last two years affected how civil society makes change?”. The panel 

discussion was followed by a Q&A from the Fellows. 

 

 

Friday: 

● Meeting with Australian Delegate: The Fellows had an informal meeting with Australian 

diplomat, Dave Vosen. Fellows were given the opportunity to ask any questions they had 

regarding lobbying, diplomats, structures, and best practices. They also shared their 

experiences being part of mine affected communities.  

 

Mine Action Fellows Reception 

 

On Wednesday, June 22nd the Mine Action 

Fellows supported the Government of Canada and 

Mines Action Canada to host a reception at the 

Ecumenical Center. Celebrating five years of the 

Mine Action Fellows program, the Fellows from 

this forum had the opportunity to invite diplomats 

and civil society to come. Mine Action Fellows 

Natalia (Colombia) and Maria (Lebanon) gave 

introductions to three speakers: Hector Guerra, 

Director of ICBL-CMC; Angelica Liao-Moroz, 

Executive Director, Non-proliferation, 

Disarmament & Space Division for Global Affairs 

Canada; and Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, MAC 

representative and Researcher for the Landmine Monitor. These speakers highlighted the value 

of the Mine Action Fellows. After speeches, the youth were busy networking during the event, 

sharing their stories and their positions on mine action.  

Part 3. August Forum 

“For me, the highlight of the forum was to interact with diplomats and challenge them 

with my questions. I found it a fascinating experience because it helped me better 

understand countries’ positions and arguments but also enabled me to remind diplomats 

of the realities in the field.” - Roza Sefikhanli, Azerbaijan 
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Brief Overview 

From August 28th to September 3rd, 22 of the Mine Action Fellows4 participated in a forum held 

alongside the Cluster Munition Convention’s 10th Meeting of States Parties (CCM 10MSP). 

With such a large group, the Fellows were extremely visible and their presence was felt in the 

Plenary room. During this week, the fellows met with Ambassador Aidan Liddle of the United 

Kingdom, the conference President and other diplomats, delivered a statement, led their own 

peer learning sessions, participated in leadership training sessions convened by MAC, observed 

in Plenary sessions, and attended a reception hosted by the United Kingdom and Switzerland. 

The Fellows were the main advocates from civil society during the meeting, speaking with 

diplomats from over a dozen countries about their Article 7 transparency reports, the need to 

condemn use of cluster munitions in Ukraine and the importance of gender and diversity in treaty 

implementation. These activities gave the fellows the opportunity to gain confidence and 

knowledge, which they can then bring back to their communities and on-the-ground jobs. Please 

refer to Appendix 3 in the annex for biographies of the participating fellows. 

 

“This program has taught me one priceless 

lesson: if we, young men and -especially- 

women from different backgrounds, age, 

gender, ethnicity and culture are coming 

together to stand up against the use of 

landmines, cluster munition, and any other 

weapon that have caused thousands of 

victims in this world it’s because we are 

confident we will be the ones who finish 

the job (or at least we will try it as hard as 

we can). All we want is a world free of 

violence, conflict and suffering. So, keep 

going and please do not give up for the 

survivors that are still out there!” - 
Katherine Otalora Ibarra, Colombia 

Activities During the Forum 

The Mine Action Fellows had a full agenda in Geneva, with each day containing a mix of 

attending plenary and attending sessions organized by MAC. The theme in the sessions outside 

of plenary was “Leading Through Change.” This theme was chosen because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, which resulted in leaders worldwide having to quickly adapt to change. Please refer to 

Appendix 4 to see the exact agenda the Fellows followed in August for the Cluster Munition 

Convention 10th Meeting of States Parties, including the Plenary sessions. Below is a detailed 

 
4 The Fellows came from Argentina (F), Azerbaijan (F), Brazil (2F), Colombia (3F, 2M), Denmark (F), DR Congo (M), 
Iraq (4F), Lebanon (F), Philippines (F), Senegal (F), Sri Lanka (3F), United States (F) plus a Swiss-Canadian whisper 
translator (M).   



 

8 

list which outlines major activities the Fellows took part in every day aside from attending 

plenary sessions and side events.  

 

Monday 

● Model RevCon Session: The Fellows took the role of states in a Model RevCon session 

negotiating a statement to be read on the last day of the Convention. For more 

information, please see below “Model 

RevCon Session and Statement.” 

● Lobbying and the Week Ahead: An 

informative discussion with Kasia 

Derlicka-Rosenbauer from ICBL-CMC 

to share with the Fellows best practices 

for lobbying, what to expect for the 

week ahead, and answer any questions 

they may have about engaging with 

diplomats. 

● Discussion with Diplomats: An 

informative discussion with French 

Delegate Ines Mensah and Mexican 

Delegate Marianna Roa to provide 

insight on the work they do and give 

the Fellows an opportunity to interact 

with diplomats. 

Tuesday 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning session led by Fellow Diana on the work she is doing at 

the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines, including their gender initiatives and 

Indigenous partnership.  

● United Kingdom Reception: His Excellency Ambassador Liddle of the United Kingdom 

and President of the Convention on Cluster Munitions along with Switzerland and the 

Canton of Geneva hosted a reception at the International Committee of the Red Cross 

Museum, and the Fellows took the opportunity to celebrate the Convention and have 

casual conversations with delegates from states and civil society.  

 

Wednesday 

● Meeting with Ambassador Liddle: A meeting 

with the President of the 10th Meeting of 

States Parties, UK Ambassador Aidan Liddle. 

The Fellows shared key messages they would 

like the Ambassador to know. Some of the 

Fellows from mine affected communities 

shared their stories with him and explained 

why they are involved in mine action. 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning session led by 

Fellows Nimaya and Adithya on the work they 

are doing with the Sri Lankan Campaign to 

Ban Landmines. Sri Lanka has almost 
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completed clearance, so their presentation focused on the challenges with this, lessons 

learned from other countries, and what the world can learn from Sri Lanka’s approach. 

● Peer Learning Session: A peer learning session led by Anna on the work she is doing at 

Legacies of War. Legacies of War works in the United States to advocate for US funding 

towards Laos after the secret war which has left Laos heavily contaminated by cluster 

munitions.  

● Meeting with Canada: A meeting with Canadian diplomat Jason Kelland to discuss the 

CCM and Canada’s involvement and priorities for the meeting. The Fellows shared their 

key messages. Followed by a Q&A. 

 

 

Thursday 

● Making Change as Civil Society: A panel discussion with Roxana Bobolicu (MAG), 

Mitzi Austero (Non-Violence International South East Asia), and Chris Loughran (the 

HALO Trust) to discuss how civil society makes change nationally, regionally and 

internationally. 

● Peer Learning: A peer learning session led by Fellows Rozhek and Gona on the work 

they are doing with Mines Advisory Group in Iraq. 

● Meeting with Switzerland: A meeting with Swiss Ambassador His Excellency Félix 

Baumann to discuss the CCM and Switzerland’s involvement and priorities for the 

meeting. The Fellows also shared their key messages and personal stories.  

Friday 

● Gender, Diversity, and Equality in Mine Action: A visit with Laura Biscaglia of the 

Geneva International Center for Humanitarian Demining to discuss how gender, diversity 

and equality are crucial to mine action.  Followed by a Q&A.  

● Making Change Through Research: A discussion with Landmine Monitor Researcher 

Loren Persi where he taught the Fellows about the creation, structure, credibility, and 

importance of the Landmine Monitor. Followed by a Q&A.  



 

10 

Model Review Conference and Statement  

The Fellows participated in a Model Review 

Conference (Model RevCon) session every day 

of the Forum, where they negotiated a 

statement which would be read on the last day 

of the Convention on Cluster Munitions 10th 

Meeting of States Parties under agenda item 

12. The Model RevCon session followed a UN 

structure, with a President of the meeting, vice 

presidents, and a delegate to represent a state 

or a civil society organization.  The Model 

RevCon was led by Mine Action Fellow Jany 

Saade from Lebanon as President; Victoria 

Bohl from Argentina as Vice President for 

Universalization; Gona Saeed from Iraq as 

Vice-President for Risk Education; Roza 

Safikhanli from Azerbaijan as Vice-President 

for Victim Assistance; and finally Alejandro 

Castañeda Medina from Colombia as Vice-

President for Survey and Clearance.  

 

The Fellows started out with a draft document 

based on some initial thoughts by the five 

Fellows who made up the Model Review 

Conference Executive, and throughout the 

week all Fellows participated in editing the document to make it their own. Please see Appendix 

5 in the Annex for the first draft.  

 

By Thursday, the President and Vice Presidents recognized that it would be best to form 

working groups to focus on each paragraph, and then they came together to agree on the 

statement as a whole. The Fellows were eager to deliver the statement, and more than half 

volunteered to read the statement in the meeting room. They had a discussion on linguistic 

diversity, and thought it was best to deliver the statement in one more language besides English. 

After a fair draw, Fellows Noor Hassan from Iraq and Plamedi Sukami Lema from DR Congo 

were chosen to deliver the statement in English and French respectively. The Fellows delivered 

the statement standing all together at the front of the room, behind the President’s table. They 

acknowledged the impact of cluster munitions in communities around the world, condemned the 

use by anyone, anywhere, and demanded States complete their ratification processes. The room 

broke out into applause upon the delivery of their final line, “There is no room for cluster 

munitions in the future we are building.” To read the final statement, please refer to Appendix 6 

in the Annex.  
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Part 4. November Forum 

Brief Overview 

From November 21st to 25th, six of the 

Mine Action Fellows5 participated in a 

forum held alongside the 20th Meeting 

of States Parties (MBT 20MSP). This 

final mini-forum brought Fellows who 

had been to one of the previous Forums 

held this year; three Fellows from the 

June Forum and three from the August 

Forum. Since the fellows had recent 

experience and training, this forum 

resembled a typical campaigner week of delivering statements, attending plenary, and holding 

meetings with states. The training that MAC did provide for the week focused on public 

speaking, since this connected with their activities for the week. Each Fellow had the opportunity 

to draft and deliver a statement in the regular plenary debate. This made history, as before youth 

had only ever delivered a final youth statement and never had their voices heard alongside states 

and civil society members in the debate. To read their statements you can visit the MAC website 

(www.minesactioncanada.org) and read the blog post A Historic 20 MSP.  

Further, three Fellows had the opportunity to speak at a side event on Youth Education on 

Universalization which MAC co-hosted alongside Ireland. The Fellows were also busy 

throughout the week holding meetings with various states such as the Colombian presidency, 

United States, Ireland, and Switzerland. Finally, MAC set up a table where states and civil 

society could write how they will help finish the job on landmines on a sticker and put it on a 

poster, and the Fellows were in charge of this table during the week.  

 
5 The fellows were from Azerbaijan (F), Denmark (F), Colombia (2 F), Lebanon (F), and Sri Lanka (F). 

http://www.minesactioncanada.org/
https://www.minesactioncanada.org/20msp
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Activities During the Forum 

Monday  

• Public speaking practice: MAC conducted an 

activity where the Fellows could further their public 

speaking skills while practicing either a statement they 

would be delivering or side event material.  

Tuesday 

• MAC and Ireland’s Side Event: Fellows Angelica, 

Maria, and Nimaya spoke at a side event on Youth Action 

for Universalization & Completion where they described 

the activities they do on-the-ground to further 

universalization efforts. The side event was well attended, 

and one state delegate described the event as “moving.” 

• Statement on Victim Assistance: Fellow Angelica 

delivered a statement in Spanish on Victim Assistance 

during the plenary debate. To read the statement, visit the 

MAC website and read the blog post titled A Historic 20 

MSP. 

• Meeting with United States: The Fellows met with 

the United States and urged them to join the Ottawa 

Treaty. 

• Reception at the International Committee of the Red Cross 

Museum: The Fellows attended the opening reception 

hosted by Switzerland and Colombia and took the chance 

to network.  

Wednesday 

• Statement on Clearance and Mine Risk Education: Fellow 

Kendahl delivered a statement on clearance where she 

urged states to finish the job. Fellow Maria delivered a 

statement on mine risk education where she stated that 

MRE is an investment in the future. To read their 

statement, visit the MAC website and read the blog post 

titled A Historic 20 MSP. 

• Meeting with Ireland: The Fellows had a meeting with 

Ireland where they described the realities of living in mine 

affected countries, and how Ireland can help.  

• Meeting with New Zealand: The Fellows had a meeting 

with New Zealand where they shared key messages and 

discussed the work that they do in their home countries.  

https://www.minesactioncanada.org/20msp
https://www.minesactioncanada.org/20msp
https://www.minesactioncanada.org/20msp
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Thursday 

• Meeting with Canadian Ambassador on 

Disarmament: The Fellows had a meeting 

with Canadian Ambassador on 

Disarmament, Leslie E. Norton, where 

they spoke about the importance of gender 

in mine action and shared the work that 

they do back at home.  

• Meeting with Germany: The Fellows had 

a meeting with Germany, the President of 

the 21MSP, where they shared key points 

they would like Germany to focus on and 

described the work that they do in their 

home countries. 

• Meeting with Switzerland: The Fellows had a meeting with Switzerland, where they 

shared key messages and described the work that they do in their home countries. 

• Statement on Universalization: Fellow Roza delivered a statement on Universalization 

where she urged states to try new methods to encourage states to join the treaty. 

• Statement on Transparency: Fellow Nimaya delivered a statement on transparency where 

she emphasized the necessity of submitting to the United 

Nations their Article 7 reports and urged states to destroy 

their unused stockpiles. 

 

Friday 

• Meeting with Colombian Presidency: The Fellows met 

with the President of the 20 MSP, H.E. Alvaro Enrique 

Ayala Melendez, where they expressed their appreciation 

for the Presidency’s inclusion of gender and 

congratulated them for a successful 20 MSP.   

 

Part 5. Online Learning 

In addition to forums, all Mine Action Fellows receive a monthly email from MAC that will 

either provide information on relevant mine action news, improve professional skills and 

leadership development, and/or give updates on the MAF program. The emails are divided into 

cohorts, to ensure that as new Fellows are added to the program, they are receiving the same 

capacity building emails and Fellows who have been in the program for longer are receiving new 

content. Fellows who joined the program in 2022 received their first welcome email in March, 

and in the following months they received basic training emails such as learning about the pillars 

of mine action and graphic design. The Fellows are given the chance to have input on the type of 

content they would like to see in the emails, ensuring that the emails stay relevant and interesting 

to them.  
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See below for what the different cohorts learned about each month:  

 

• January: The fellows received an email guiding them on how to set effective goals for 

2022.  

• February: This email plan was delayed in order to address Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Cluster munitions attacks and the threat of nuclear weapons were both discussed.  

• March: Fellows gained leadership development skills by learning how to have difficult 

conversations. The application for the June and August Forums opened which was 

communicated via email to the Fellows. The newest cohort received their welcome email. 

• April: Some cohorts learned about how to use photos to tell their story and others learned 

about the land release process. The newest cohort learned about gender and mine action. 

• May: Fellows learned how to write a good funding proposal. The newest cohort learned 

about the pillars of mine action. 

• July: The two newest cohorts learned about monitoring and evaluation in general, and the 

older cohorts looked at a specific type of monitoring and evaluation called “Participatory 

Monitoring and Evaluation.”  

• August: Fellows learned about the synergies the Ottawa Treaty and the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions have with other treaties and international agreements such as the 

Women, Peace, and Security Agenda. The newest cohort learned about graphic design. 

• September: Some cohorts received an Oslo Action Plan check-up, where they learned 

which indicators States are not meeting such as Article 7 reporting. The three newest 

cohorts learned about finding a good mentor, or how to be a good mentor to someone 

else. 

• October: All Fellows were given the opportunity to share the key messages they would 

like included in the statements the Fellows attending the November Forum would deliver.  

• November: All Fellows were given tips on how to improve their public speaking skills.  

• December: All Fellows received a self-evaluation to reflect on their achievements and 

areas for growth in 2022.  
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Part 6. Impact 

The impact of the program is already being felt. Some examples of that impact include at least 

one Fellow receiving an interview for a promotion, one Fellow being promoted, and two 

receiving job offers following their participation in the Forum. Particularly, the Fellow who has 

been promoted has accepted the position of International Liaison for her organization, which she 

directly credits to the Mine Action Fellows program because it has built her confidence in 

speaking with states. Fellows in Brazil presented their experiences at the Forum to stakeholders 

upon returning home and made a strong call for Brazil to join the Convention on Cluster 

Munitions. Numerous of Fellows reported increased confidence after their participation, with 

many citing the fact that they did things that they didn’t think were possible due to these 

opportunities like attending UN meetings, talking to diplomats, discussing international law with 

decision makers and speaking publicly about the issues.  

 

The value of this increased confidence was felt in the November Forum. Since it 

comprised of Fellows who had already been to a previous Forum that year, the Fellows were able 

to accomplish historic achievements. Most notably, each of the six Fellows who attended the 

November Forum delivered a statement in the plenary debate. This made history at the 20MSP 

and without being able to build on recent previous experience, it would not have been possible. 

The Fellows at the November Forum expressed that with this being the second time they 

attended a forum this year, they felt much more prepared and confident. The Fellows not only 

gained the confidence to approach states, but they also began to make linkages and realized how 

they could be helpful to states. Examples of this include informing one government that their 

Article 7 report was not published online despite being submitted and making connections 

between states and NGOs using their language skills. Due to this visibility, the Fellows voices 

were also heard elsewhere – including in the Canadian Feminist Foreign Policy position where 

they had the chance to weigh in. Direct impact can therefore be seen in increased confidence and 

knowledge, ability to approach and discuss with states, and ability to create and deliver 

statements. This has led to the Fellows being more prepared to lobby their own governments, to 

be creative with their mine risk education (MRE) activities and community outreach, and to 

receive promotions and job offers.  
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Part 7. Annex 

Appendix 1: Bios of Participating Fellows 

Anderson Escobar Piaguaje, Colombia (June) 

Anderson belongs to an Indigenous community in Puerto Asís, Putumayo, Colombia. He works 

with the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines as supervisor of a clearance team in 

communities that have been affected by explosive devices due to the conflict. Through the Mine 

Action Fellows Forum, he was able to develop knowledge and be able to learn a little more about 

the process and the progress that has been made so far in all the countries affected by explosive 

devices, along with the strategies that can be carried out to continue advancing in the release of 

the explosive devices in communities. 

Angélica Pardo Chacón, Colombia (June, November) 

Angélica has a Major in Political Sciences and Communications. She has been working in Mine 

Action for three years. She is motivated by human rights, equity and diversity, which is why she 

works promoting transformative actions on gender issues in Mine Action, understanding this as 

an instrument of social transformation. At the Mine Action Fellow Forum, she learned about the 

challenges and how much remains to be done. In her work team, she tried to replicate the 

structure of the convention, the importance of civil action and the challenges that still remain in 

terms of gender. Angélica recognizes that there have been important advances in gender and 

diversity issues in mine action, but the ideas of "disarmament and peace" are still under the 

power of a patriarchal structure. 

Magritte Gordaneer, Canada (June) 

Magritte works for International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War Canada where she 

is Program Coordinator, tasked with much of IPPNWC programming, communications, and 

campaigns. She is also a full-time undergraduate student at McGill University entering her final 

year, pursuing a first-class Honours degree in Political Science with a focus in International 

Relations along with minors in History, and Gender, Sexuality, Feminist, and Social Justice 

Studies. Recently, Magritte has been volunteering and organizing with a group on her university 

campus which she co-founded. The group is called “Students for Peace and Disarmament” and 

they are teaching about the need for disarmament treaties in the midst of recent conflicts. In 

addition, she is an IPPNW Youth Council Representative, has volunteered with various student-

run academic journals at McGill, and with Canadian Voice of Women for Peace.   

Maria Saliba, Lebanon (June, November) 

Maria Saliba is a volunteer in the department of community engagement (DOCE) in the 

University of Balamand. When she was still a student, the University of Balamand raised mine 

awareness sessions in her school through a talent competition which Maria received first place in 

with a trilingual song on mine awareness. After this she decided to volunteer in DOCE – 

University of Balamand, working on Explosive Ordnance Risk Education, and that is how she 

got involved in mine action. For Maria, the importance of mine action is not just to save lives 

from the danger of mines but also to build dreams in a land full of tragedies. She got involved in 

the Mine Action Fellows program three years ago. The program has helped Maria develop many 

skills not only at the level of work, but also on self-development. This is in addition to helping 

youth to make their voice heard and being able to create changes, and being a very big family 
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spread all over the world, working for peace, justice, striving to secure a decent life for others far 

from the danger of mines. 

Natalia Morales Campillo, Colombia (June, November) 

Natalia works as a Gender Director for the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines, as well as 

being the co-chair of the Gender and Diversity Working Group. She studied Political Science 

with an emphasis on gender, and did her Master’s Degree in Public Affairs with a concentration 

on conflict mediation. Natalia started working on mine action as she was seeking to contribute to 

the peace process in Colombia. During her time as a Mine Action Fellow, the program has 

strengthened her leadership skills, it has taught her how to speak with states, it has given her the 

opportunity to participate in intersessional meetings and in the review conference, allowing her 

to understand and be part of the decision-making processes.  

Rith Rik, Cambodia (June) 

Rith is the Project Manager of the Outreach for People with Disabilities Project, Karuna 

Battambang Organization. She has been working for people with disabilities in Cambodia for a 

long time. Meeting and helping people who have had a mine accident has been a very big part of 

her life. Rith would like to share her experience with others and get to know their experience as 

well. She believes that the Mine Action Fellows Forum can help reach this opportunity for 

herself.  

Yohan Freuville, Belgium (June) 

Yohan is a student in Political Science in the University of Liège and is currently doing his 

Master thesis on mine action. He is also a Scout chief, which means peace and children are very 

important to him. Yohan got involved in mine action by looking through international legislation 

on means of warfare. Yohan got involved in the Mine Action Fellows program by looking 

through the Twitter account of ICBL and thought the program could help him in his thesis. The 

program allowed him to take part in the intersessional meeting of the Mine Ban Convention and 

the NDM, where he was able to learn more about mine action. Yohan now has a clear direction 

of what he will be doing for his thesis, and is considering working in mine action after 

University. Most importantly, this trip allowed him to meet some beautiful people, their culture 

and helped him grow his network in the field.  

Adithya Ramanitharan, Sri Lanka (August) 

Adithya is a law graduate from Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. She joined the 

Sri Lanka Campaign to Ban Landmines (SLCBL) back in 2019 as a youth campaigner. Since then, 

she has been involved in different aspects of the mine action sector, especially on the advocacy 

front. Adithya has worked on the Landmines and Cluster Munition Monitor report and was also 

part of the team that produced the documentary titled ‘Stepping without fear’, the success story of 

women in Sri Lanka’s mine action. Adithya is a direct beneficiary of mine action work, as she 

lives only 20 kms away from the densest and largest minefield in Sri Lanka, Muhamalai. Only 

because of the clearance, she is safely travelling to other parts of the country for study, work, 

travel, etc. Mine clearance has greatly contributed to development and restoring livelihoods in her 

region. For Adithya, the Mine Action Fellows program widened her mine action knowledge and 

opened up a world of countless opportunities where she can make a difference and make lives 

better for mine affected communities. Adithya has recently been hired by a major demining 

organization and is starting a career in mine action.  

Alejandra Uscategui, Colombia (August) 

Alejandra works for the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines in the victim assistance area. 

She accompanies and guides survivors throughout Colombia, so that they know their rights and 



 

18 

can claim them. She has been involved in the mine action sector for six years, since her country 

has been affected for more than three decades by these explosive devices. During these years of 

experience working with survivors she has identified the importance of mine action. In the Mine 

Action Fellows program, Alejandra has improved her skills to advocate for mine action in her 

country, and learned to design and execute projects for the benefit of the survivors and 

participated in meetings of state parties in Oslo and Geneva. This has allowed her to learn how 

diplomats explain the actions they have carried out in their countries and the transparency reports 

that they must deliver. 

Alejandro Castañeda Medina, Colombia (August) 

Alejandro is an internationalist and political scientist from the Militar Nueva Granada 

University, currently undertaking a Master's Degree in National Defense and Security at the 

Escuela Superior de Guerra in Colombia. He worked at the Permanent Mission of Colombia to 

the United Nations in 2019, where he was in charge of issues related to Disarmament, including 

killer robots, landmines, explosive weapons in populated areas, nuclear weapons and arms 

control and trade. He currently works for the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines (CCBL) 

as a Humanitarian Disarmament Analyst carrying out disarmament issues. Alejandro joined the 

Fellows program thanks to the work he has carried out at the CCBL immersed in security, 

disarmament and human security issues. In this program he had the opportunity to learn more 

about diplomatic life and learn about cluster munitions and the process in the global framework 

that is carried out by the United Nations. 

Bai Zaira Alliah Ampatuan, Philippines (August) 

Bai Zaira works for the Ministry of Health and is also a Youth Humanitarian Disarmament 

Advocate for Nonviolence International Southeast Asia, she works on various international 

campaigns such as the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots and the Philippine Campaign to Ban 

Landmines (PCBL). Coming from an area where the impact of armed conflict can still be felt, 

she thinks that gender issues should be highlighted in all issues including addressing the needs of 

victims of armed violence. Bai Zaira would like to highlight the different impact of armed 

conflict and victimization of women and girls, and she thinks continuing this advocacy in the 

Philippine Campaign to Ban Landmines is important. Bai Zaira would like to help PCBL 

continue its victim assistance advocacy in both the national and Bangsamoro level of work and 

ensure that perspectives of women and girls, who she provides services for in her work at the 

Ministry are included. 

Beatriz Gonçalves Pereira, Brazil (August) 

Beatriz graduated in Law at the Federal University of Pampa. She is currently a researcher at the 

Center of Postcolonial and Decolonial Research and Practice applied to International Relations 

and International Law. There, she dedicates herself to studies on race, whiteness and 

decolonization. During her graduation, she participated in a group of Practices in Human Rights 

and International Law, where she did research on humanitarian disarmament. It was through this 

group that she joined the Mine Action Fellows program. For Beatriz, mine action is important 

because it is an example of how society must organize itself to demand better living conditions. 

Beatriz found the highlight of this year's Forum to be the meetings they had with diplomats and 

ambassadors. Being able to get in touch with more experienced people who were working in 

Plenary was very interesting to her. Also, being able to build their statement all together was an 

incredible experience for Beatriz.  
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“As a young woman, participating in the program taught me that it's never too early to 

take action. Our voices must be heard, and we must fight for the future we want to 

build.”- Beatriz Gonçalves Pereira, Brazil 

 

Christine Gomis, Senegal (August) 

Christine was born in Diouloulou in the department of Bignona in the region of Ziguinchor in 

Senegal. She joined her mother's native village of Courin in the district of NIASSYA. In this 

village, Christine suffered the consequences of the conflict of Casamance in Senegal; Courin is 

affected by the conflict with the presence of the mines, of which her mother is a victim. Christine 

was displaced from Courin with her parents because the village was emptied of its population 

due to the intensity of the conflict. In Ziguinchor, she continued her studies and then she joined 

the Senegalese Association of Mine Victims. Today, Christine works with this Association 

where she is in charge of data collection and victim assistance. Christine participates in mine risk 

education activities and represents her organization ISAD-ASVM in the Mine Action Fellows 

program.  

Diana Patricia Cuero Vasquez, Colombia (August) 

Diana works for the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines as a deminer and representative of 

the Afro-Colombian community. She is also a field Gender Focal Point of the Gender team. 

Topics that interest her in mine action are ethnic issues, how to represent culture and include this 

in demining spaces, technical aspects of clearance, gender work carried out in awareness 

workshops, and prevention of gender-based violence in humanitarian spaces and communities. 

For Diana, Mine Action Fellows means a youth program that seeks to discover through each 

person’s ideas, acquaintances, and experiences from their country. This allows Fellows to be able 

to build a rapport in which they can give their opinion regarding the factors that are affecting 

their country and to be able to take better ideas back. 

Gona Saeed, Iraq (August) 

Gona is a Community Liaison Supervisor for Mines Advisory Group Iraq. She joined MAG in 

August 2017, and ever since she has been involved in Mine Action Supervising Community 

Liaison teams in Sulimanaya/Kirkuk areas. Gona has been a part of the Mine Action Fellows 

from October 2018 until now, where she has participated in online and in-person meetings. For 

Gona, the Mine Action Fellows program is a learning and empowerment program, in which 

participants get to learn and involve themselves globally in mine action. She appreciates being 

able to meet delegates from countries and show the necessity of stepping towards a world free of 

mines, war remnants and the impact they have on people’s lives. The program has a special place 

in Gona’s heart as she was not only able to increase her knowledge but she was also able to meet 

so many amazing women around the world and make new friends. 

 Jany Saade, Lebanon (August) 

Jany is youth engagement lead at World Vision Lebanon. She is a volunteer with the Landmine 

Resource Center (LRMC) at the University of Balamand in Lebanon. Jany has conducted Mine 

Risk Education awareness sessions and participated in advocating for victims' assistance and 

reintegration. At the Mine Action Fellows Forum in August, Jany was a speaker at a side event 

on Gender and Diversity side event hosted by the GICHD, UNIDIR, and the CCM Gender Focal 

Points (France and Namibia). Jany considers participation at the Mine Action Fellows Forums a 

great opportunity to exchange learnings, experiences and success stories with other young 

activists which helps them think of new ways to optimize their interventions for a better impact. 

Attending the diplomatic meetings gives the chance to get insights about states commitment to 



 

20 

the treaty, the latest updates and newest challenges. It's also a chance to lobby with the state's 

representatives to urge them to keep their commitments and to advocate for the rights to a safer 

world and increase support for victims. 

 

“The forums have been very empowering for me, as it also gives me the chance to 

improve some personal and technical skills thanks to the forum's workshops.” Jany 

Saade, Lebanon 

 
Juan Pablo Parra Ramirez, Colombia (August) 

Juan Pablo is from Pacho Cundinamarca, a town far from Bogotá where he lives and works. The 

Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines called him for a work interview in 2019. He got the 

opportunity to participate in a project in agreement with UNICEF; which had the objective of 

supporting victims of APM and their families. This project took approximately six months and 

all the experiences and stories he heard gave him a lot of knowledge and motivated him to work 

a little more in those spaces. In March of the same year, some of the organization partners that 

have been already working at the Mines Action Fellows told him about the program and 

motivated him to work on it. The most important thing that Juan Pablo has received from the 

program was the possibility of being at Geneva, and to participate at the Cluster Munitions 

Meeting of States Parties. This opportunity was very significant for him because it was the first 

time he had been outside his country and it let him know a lot of people from other countries; 

also to hear part of their stories, the way the mines have directly or indirectly affected their 

countries and how all of them search to stop this problem.  

Júlia Stemkopp Marçal, Brazil (August) 

Júlia has a law degree with a focus on international law. In college, she joined a human rights 

research group for humanitarian disarmament where she got to know the Mine Action Fellows 

Program. Julia believes that being part of the program is a unique opportunity; it is an enriching 

experience to receive training and be in contact with people from all over the world, in addition 

to being always open to offer help and also sponsorship in actions that we can carry out. 

Participating in the Forum in itself is a surreal opportunity, but she believes that for herself, the 

most important part is being in contact with people who face the harsh reality of having to live 

with these cruel weapons close to them and listening to their stories. Hearing them gives her 

more strength and courage to want to fight the use of these weapons. In addition, being able to 

participate in the plenary, seeing the work carried out both inside and outside it, in order to end 

this suffering, was also incredible.  

 

“For me, the Mine Action Fellows Program is an opportunity to be well prepared and 

trained to get out of my bubble and fight for something that, even if it doesn't affect me, 

affects other people and regardless of anything, I believe no one deserves to go through 

the kind of tragedy that these weapons cause.” -  Julia Stempkopp Marcal 

 

Katherine Otalora Ibarra, Colombia (August) 

Katherine works for the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines (CCBL) as a Project Analyst 

and is also a volunteer to support gender and diversity activities as a Gender Focal Point. She 

loves to use her social media platform to raise awareness about climate change and humanitarian 

crises, not only in her country but around the world. Katherine got involved in Mine Action 

while doing an internship five years ago. Mine action is important to Katherine because she came 
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from a region that has been highly impacted by the internal armed conflict, especially by the 

presence of APM/UXO. Katherine believes we can do better, and if she can contribute to it, she 

is willing to do anything she can to see her country mine free. It’s not a secret there are so many 

challenges in mine action that countries are facing. That is why it is so important that we all 

work together, and Katherine is pretty sure the Mine Action Fellows program is one bridge to do 

so. 

Kendahl Kelly, Denmark (August, November) 

Kendahl works for Danish Refugee Council (DRC) in the Humanitarian Disarmament and 

Peacebuilding Unit. She got involved with mine action because of her interest and work in 

peacebuilding and armed violence reduction. Kendahl applied to the Mine Action Fellows after 

hearing about the program from colleagues in DRC. The Mine Action Fellows program has 

allowed her to meet colleagues from across the world, many from mine-affected communities 

where they have all shared their knowledge, perspective and skills and have built a community of 

young professionals. For Kendahl, the highlight of the 2022 forum was meeting the other Mine 

Action Fellows and learning about their work and the challenges that mines and explosive 

remnants of war pose to their communities. Kendahl also enjoyed talking to the delegates and 

representatives at the Tenth Meeting of States Parties of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, 

stressing the importance of following their obligations under the convention and listening to and 

including mine-affected people when discussing cluster munitions. The Mine Action Fellows 

program is important to Kendahl because it gives young professionals with various backgrounds 

a chance to have a voice in a forum where they are not otherwise represented.  

Nimaya Dahanayake, Sri Lanka (August, November) 

Nimaya is the Youth Coordinator for the Sri Lanka Campaign to Ban Landmines (SLCBL). She 

first came across the SLCBL as a university student, back in 2019. At the time, Nimaya was not 

aware of the extent of mine/ERW contamination Sri Lanka was facing, and appreciated the 

opportunity to become part of a campaign that was involved in changing people’s lives for the 

better. Although her reality is different to those in mine-affected communities, mine action is 

important to her because she believes that everyone should be able to live without the fear of 

being maimed or killed by landmines. Nimaya was introduced to the Mine Action Fellows 

program by some of the senior campaigners at SLCBL, who had been part of the previous 

cohorts. They spoke to her about their own experiences and encouraged her to apply. Having 

participated in the Forum this year, Nimaya is glad she took their advice because the Forum not 

only allowed her to interact with campaigners and those involved in mine action across the 

world, but also taught her many things about being a leader in mine action in her community. 

Noor Hassan, Iraq (August) 

Noor’s story starts in 2014 when she was spending summer with her family in her village, 

Bardarash. One day, they woke up because of nearby explosion sounds, and Noor was shocked 

when she saw hundreds of people sitting in the street. They ran from ISIS from Bashiqa to 

Bardarash. Noor’s family hosted three families in their house until the government prepared 

camps. That made her think about helping people that suffered from wars and starting searching 

about mine action organization. Finally, she found the Community Liaison Officer position at 

MAG, and has been working there since 2017.  

Plamedi Sukami Lema, Democratic Republic of Congo (August) 

Plamedi graduated in International Relations at the University of Kinshasa, and will soon 

graduate in Foreign Policy. He has been involved in the Mine Action Fellows program for three 

years now and knew about it through the activities that the Congolese Campaign to Ban 
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Landmines carried out on the national level. Mine action is very important to him because human 

life is sacred, and no one can take it away of their own will. These weapons are unable to tell the 

difference between civilians and military, and violate the principles of international humanitarian 

law. This is why Plamedi decided to contribute to the Congolese Campaign in the process of the 

elimination of the antipersonnel mines. His involvement is at the level of lobbying as a young 

person at the national level to ensure that the commitments made by his country are respected. 

This Mine Action Fellows program is very important to Plamedi because it has shown him what 

type of leader he is, opened his world as a future diplomat, and helped him understand, in part, 

how States think. 

Roza Safikhanli, Azerbaijan (August, November) 

Roza works for the Azerbaijan Campaign to Ban Landmines as a youth activist. She has been 

actively involved in the organization since 2018. Coming from a mine affected community, Roza 

has always observed landmine problems including their indiscriminate effects, and physical and 

psychological damage they have caused to a great number of people. In 2020, she was lucky to 

encounter the Mine Action Fellow Program and immediately applied. Since then, Roza has met 

so many great people. Thanks to Mine Action Canada, she has implemented two small projects 

to help her community. This year, she got a chance to meet with Mine Action Fellows in Geneva 

at the 10MSP of Convention on Cluster Munitions. It was Roza’s first time in the UN and she 

never could have imagined that she would learn this much within just five days.  

Rozhek Amjad, Iraq (August) 

Rozhek is a Graduate of Administrative Technical Institute in the Department of Computer 

Systems at the University of Mosul. After graduating in 2013, she joined Mines Advisory Group 

(MAG) directly after. So far, Rozhek is very proud to have been working for nine years with this 

benevolent organization. When she was six years old, she saw the first mine victim in the late 

nineties. They were in Mosul, and her mother's uncle visited them, and one of his legs was cut 

off because of the mines. This scene has stuck in her memory, and she sees that her communities 

have benefited a lot from MAG due to raising awareness and educating them through risk 

education sessions and liberating lands from mines and UXOs. For Rozhek, the Mine Action 

Fellows program is the most beautiful part of her life because it is based on sharing ideas around 

the world and uniting opinions for one goal: Saves Lives Build Futures. 

Siliphone Phommachanthone, the United States (August) 

Siliphone (Anna) is the Senior Executive Intern at Legacies of War. She has been involved with 

Legacies for over two years because of her passion to bring awareness about the Secret War in 

Laos and advocating for US governmental funding towards unexploded ordnance (UXO) 

clearance in Laos. Coming from a family of refugees but moving to the United States a few 

decades after the war, Anna sees the struggles of both Lao-Americans and Lao people living in 

Laos. Mine action is important to Anna because it will bring a brighter and safer future to her 

birth country. She got involved with the Mine Action Fellows program because her mentor at 

Legacies of War advised her to apply. Anna really sees the tight knit bond the UXO sector has 

with one another because everyone has the same goal to prevent harm and save innocent lives 

from UXO. This program has taught her that community can play a huge role in a person’s 

motivation to keep pushing to ban mines and UXOs. Being around so many other young people 

who are passionate about abolishing mines has given Anna hope that people can make a 

difference in this world. 
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Victoria Bohl, Argentina (August) 

Victoria works as a Strategic Planning Analyst in the Secretariat for Planning, Coordination and 

Management Control, in the Government of the City of Buenos Aires. Victoria sees the Forums 

as an opportunity to get more perspective on how to contribute to the dissemination of the topic 

in her country. Also, since she started working in the Government of the City of Buenos Aires 

she has become more interested in public policies. Victoria is interested in learning how she can 

help in making this globalized issue more relevant in the local sphere. Victoria also had the 

opportunity to attend the in-person Mine Action Forum in 2019 and found it was an inspiring 

experience to get to know all the Fellows that do amazing work in their countries and receive 

advice on how to conduct diplomatic negotiations. 
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Appendix 2: June Forum Agenda 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 
Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting 

9:30 

10:00 
Plenary Plenary thematic 

panel: Making Every 
Effort Count: 

Towards a Successful 
2025 

ICRC Museum tour 

NDM opening 

Small Innovations, 
Big Wins in EORE 

10:30 

Mine Action and the 
Triple Nexus Plenary 11:00 

Introduction Session 
11:30 

Networking and 
Meetings 12:00 Transparency and 

Lobbying  

Making Change with 
the Landmine 

Monitor  
Plenary 

Peer Learning - 
Maria 

12:30 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

13:00 

Lunch and Side Events 
Lunch and Side 

Events 
Lunch and Side 

Events 

13:30 

14:00 

14:30 

Making Change on 
the Ground 

End of Forum Session 
15:00 

Plenary Plenary thematic 
panel: Fostering 
Cooperation for 
Rehabilitation 

Leading Through 
Change 15:30 

NDM closing 
16:00 

Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion in 

Mine Action 

16:30 
Peer Learning - 

Magritte 

Reception 
Preparations 

Free time 

17:00 

Leadership Compass 
Peer Learning - 

Natalia, Angelica and 
Anderson 17:30 

NDM Reception 18:00 

Free time Free time 
Mine Action 

Fellows Reception  

19:00 

20:00 
Free time 

21:00 
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Appendix 3: August Forum Agenda
6 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 
Welcome and 
Introduction 

Morning Meeting 
Meeting with 

Ambassador Liddle 

Gender Diversity 
and Equality in Mine 

Action 

Participate in 10 MSP 
Plenary 

9:30 

10:00 
Model RevCon 

Session 

Participate in 10 MSP 
Plenary 

Peer learning - 
Adithya & Nimaya 

Peer Learning - 
Rozhek and Gona Making Change 

through Research 
10:30 Peer learning - Anna 

Model RevCon 
Session 

11:00 

Badge pick up 
Model RevCon 

Session 

End of Forum 
Session 

11:30 

12:00  

12:30 

Lunch 
Lunch and side 

events 

Lunch and side 
events 

Lunch and side 
events 

13:00 

Lunch and side 
events 

13:30 

14:00 
Lobbying & the week 

ahead 
Meeting with 

Canada 
14:30 

15:00 

Discussion with 
Diplomats Model RevCon 

Session 

Participate in 
10MSP Plenary 

Meeting with 
Switzerland 

Participate in 10MSP 
Plenary 

15:30 

Participate in 
10MSP 

16:00 

16:30 Leadership Compass 

17:00 
Introduction to 

Diplomacy 
Leading Through 

Change 

17:30 
Free time 

Peer learning - Diana 

18:00 UK Reception  Free time Free time Free time 

 
6 The final day of the Forum saw significant changes to the agenda to allow the Fellows to participate in the 
adoption of the final report of the Meeting of States Parties and to deliver their statement.  
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Appendix 4: November Forum Agenda 

Time: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00 Leave for Palais 8am 

Leave for Palais Leave for Palais Leave for Palais Leave for Palais 

8:30 

Badge Pick Up and 
Campaigner Meeting 

(8:45am start) 

9:00 

MAC Side Event Morning Meeting 
Meeting at 

Canadian Mission 
Morning Meeting 

9:30 

10:00 Plenary Opening 
Ceremony 

Guest Speaker Mary 
Wareham (HRW) 

Plenary (Kendahl 
and Maria) 

Guest Speaker 
Daisy Lee (HALO 

Trust) 

Plenary 

10:30 

11:00 
Prep for the week 

Plenary (Angelica) 

Meeting with 
Germany 

11:30 
Plenary  

12:00 

Plenary Thematic 
Panel 12:30 

Public Speaking 
Practice 

Public Speaking 
Practice 

Public Speaking 
Practice 

Public Speaking 
Practice 

13:00 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

Lunch and Side 
Events 

Meeting with Colombia  

13:30 
115 meeting with 

USA 
Meeting with Ireland 

14:00 
 

14:30 Break Break 

15:00 

Public Speaking 

Peer Learning - 
Susan 

Meeting with New 
Zealand 

Meeting with 
Switzerland  

Plenary  

15:30 

Plenary (Angelica) 
Plenary (Kendahl 

and Maria) 

Plenary (Roza and 
Nimaya) 16:00 

Plenary 
16:30 

17:00 25th Anniversary 
Plenary Panel 17:30 

18:00 

Free time  Reception - ICRC Free time 
25 Anniversary 

Reception 
Free time 19:00 

20:00 
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Appendix 5: Original Draft of CCM Statement Unedited by Fellows 

We, the representatives of the Mine Action Fellows gathered in Geneva in 2022 for the 10th Meeting of 
States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions, express our firm commitment to the objective of 
the Convention which is to put an end for all time to the suffering and casualties caused by cluster 
munitions. 

 
We note the successes of the Convention with millions of stockpiled mines destroyed, land cleared and 
the norm against cluster munition use growing. But there is much work to be done, universalization has 
slowed, some of our home communities remain contaminated with cluster munitions and survivors do not 
always have access to the services they need. Signatory states need to complete their ratification 
processes.  
 

Sadly, we are meeting at a time when the use of cluster munitions is taking lives and limbs by the 
hundreds in Ukraine. In light of this ongoing horror, we remain committed to raising awareness and 
strengthening efforts to condemn the use of cluster munitions during the ongoing war in Ukraine. We all 
must strengthen the norm against the use of these inhumane weapons.  
 
As the Lausanne Action Plan is implemented, it is essential to take into consideration the political, social 
and economic difficulties that the Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated. All Treaty implementation 

activities have been affected by the pandemic and these activities must be included in recovery plans. 
 
As Mine Action Fellows and leaders in our communities, we 
 

- Call on signatory states and all states outside the Convention to become States Parties. 
- Encourage States Parties to promote universalization by  

● Holding bilateral meetings and activities with the Convention’s stakeholders, 
● Organising side events and workshops on disarmament, 

● Providing assistance on model legislation and the entire ratification process  

●  Promoting the work of other institutions, such as the UN and civil society organizations 
that can support universalization in the national sphere.  

- Recognize the importance of affected communities, victims and survivors taking the lead in the 
work of the Convention. 

- Urge States Parties to increase the speed of survey and clearance.  

- Reaffirm the importance of explosive ordnance risk education 
- Denounce the use of cluster munitions including in Ukraine and demand an immediate end to 

these horrific attacks 

 
We, the Mine Action Fellows, commit to supporting States Parties and the Convention on Cluster 

Munitions in achieving our shared goal of ending the suffering caused by cluster munitions. As current 
and future leaders, we believe there is no place for cluster munitions in the future we are building.  
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Appendix 6: Final Statement Delivered to CCM Meeting by Fellows 

We, the representatives of the Mine Action Fellows gathered in Geneva in 2022 for the 10th Meeting of 
States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions, express our firm commitment to the objective of 
the Convention which is to put an end for all time to the suffering and casualties caused by cluster 
munitions. 

 
We note the successes of the Convention with millions of stockpiled mines destroyed, land cleared and 
the norm against cluster munition use growing. But there is much work to be done, universalization has 
slowed, some of our home communities remain contaminated with cluster munitions and survivors do not 
always have access to the services they need. Signatory states need to complete their ratification 
processes.  
 

Sadly, we are meeting at a time when the use of cluster munitions is taking lives and limbs by the 
hundreds in Ukraine. In light of this ongoing horror, we remain committed to raising awareness and 
strengthening efforts to condemn the use of cluster munitions during the ongoing war in Ukraine. We all 
must strengthen the norm against the use of these inhumane weapons.  
 
As the Lausanne Action Plan is implemented, it is essential to take into consideration the political, social 
and economic difficulties that the Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated. All Treaty implementation 

activities have been affected by the pandemic and these activities must be included in recovery plans. 
 
As Mine Action Fellows and leaders in our communities, we 
 

- Call on signatory states and all states outside the Convention to become States Parties. 
- Encourage States Parties to promote universalization by  

● Holding bilateral meetings and activities with the Convention’s stakeholders, 
● Organizing side events and workshops on disarmament, 

● Providing assistance on model legislation and the entire ratification process  
●  Promoting the work of other institutions, such as the UN and civil society organizations 

that can support universalization in the national sphere.  

• Recognize the importance of affected communities, victims and survivors taking the lead in the 
work of the Convention. 

• Urge States Parties to increase the speed of survey and clearance.  

• Reaffirm the importance of explosive ordnance risk education 

• Denounce the use of cluster munitions including in Ukraine and demand an immediate end to 
these horrific attacks. 

 
We, the Mine Action Fellows, commit to supporting States Parties and the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions in achieving our shared goal of ending the suffering caused by cluster munitions. As current 
and future leaders, we believe there is no place for cluster munitions in the future we are building.  
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Appendix 7: List of Acronyms and Websites (If Applicable)  

 

CCM: Convention on Cluster Munitions (www.clusterconvention.org) 

 

HALO: The Halo Trust (www.halotrust.org) 

 

ICBL-CMC- International Campaign to Ban Landmines and Cluster Munition Coalition 

(www.icblcmc.org) 

 

MAC: Mines Action Canada (www.minesactioncanada.org) 

 

MAG: Mines Advisory Group (www.maginternational.org) 

 

MBT: Mine Ban Treaty  

 

MRE: Mine Risk Education 

 

MSP: Meeting of States Parties 

 

NDM: National Mine Directors Meeting  

 

UN: United Nations (www.un.org) 

 

UXO: Unexploded Ordnance  


