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MINNESOTA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

PARTICIPATING IN YOUR PRECINCT CAUCUS

Minnesota has a proud history of civic engagement, and the caucus system is part of that

legacy. As Catholics, caucusing provides us an opportunity not only to live out the call to faithful

citizenship, but also to have a meaningful impact on the political process. Here is what you

need to know in order to be an effective voice for the common good and human dignity at your

local precinct caucus.

The basics of caucusing

Precinct caucuses will be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2026 beginning at 7:00 PM.

A precinct caucus is a local meeting organized by a political party. The Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party, the Republican Party of Minnesota, and several other political

parties hold them across the state.

The precinct caucus is the first in a series of meetings where political parties endorse
candidates and set goals and values (called party platforms). The positions and
candidates supported at the local level directly inform the positions and candidates that
delegates support at each political party’s state convention.

Anyone can attend a precinct caucus, but in order to participate you must be eligible to
vote in the upcoming general election, live in the precinct, and be inclined to support
the principles of the party with which you are caucusing.

At your precinct caucus, you can vote for the candidates you want the party to support
for governor.

You can also introduce and support resolutions on statewide policy issues, such as
abortion restrictions, education choice, and public support for low-income families.
Anyone can introduce a resolution, and, if passed, a resolution can eventually become
part of the official party platform.

Delegates to represent your precinct at future conventions, as well as local party
leaders, will also be selected at the caucus.

The entire process usually lasts about two hours, but you are typically not required to
stay for the whole duration in order for your votes or resolutions to count.

You have the right to take time off work to participate in a precinct caucus. You must
give your employer ten days’ written notice (See Minn. Stat. §§ 202A.19, subd.2 and
202A.135).


https://dfl.org/
https://dfl.org/
https://mngop.com/

Tips for being an effective caucus-goer

Go prepared. Form your conscience for faithful citizenship by learning the principles of
Catholic social doctrine; be ready to apply them to the conversations that will take
place. Also, be familiar with the candidates’ positions and how closely they reflect a
consistent ethic of life.

Bring a buddy (or ten). If well-organized and of strong conviction, even a small number
of people can make a big difference at a local precinct caucus. Consider asking friends
from your parish to join you.

Be winsome! There are several different ways to make a point or to advocate for a
particular position. Finding ways that inspire and bring people together are typically
most effective.

Build relationships. Politics is fundamentally about civic friendship. Whether you’ll be
introducing resolutions or not, your precinct caucus is a good opportunity to get to
know others who live and work in your community and join them in working for the
common good.

Pray! Remember that you’re going to the caucus to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Ask
Him to supply you with confidence, charisma, and prudence, and pray that His will be
done in all things.

Helpful resources

Conscience formation: Think about politics in the same way the Church does. The
USCCB'’s Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility is a
good place to start.

Caucus Finder: The MN Secretary of State has set up an easy-to-use online tool to locate

the site of your precinct caucus. Or you can contact the state party offices directly.

Candidate preference tools: Tools like Project Vote Smart can help you determine the

candidates who most closely shares your views.

Access to all these resources and more can be found on the Minnesota Catholic Conference’s
website. Just visit www.mncatholic.org/caucus.



http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
http://caucusfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
http://caucusfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
https://votesmart.org/
file://///srv2012/mncc/MCC/Outreach/Elections%20-%20caucuses,%20campaign,%20materials/Caucuses%20&%20Primary/2018/www.mncatholic.org/caucus

