
Clean Cars and Clean Air Act 
Fact Sheet – Local Government

Climate change is having a devastating impact on California. Every 
year, our state experiences more record-setting wildfires that cost 
lives, destroy property, hurt our economy and damage California’s 
iconic natural beauty.  

California’s air quality has become among the worst in the world, a 
recent American Lung Association report gave nearly every county in 
the state a failing grade on either ozone pollution, particle pollution, 
or both. 

All Californians deserve to breathe clean, healthy air. 

To address this crisis and meet our climate goals, we must address 
the two largest sources of air pollution in California: transportation 
emissions and wildfires. 

Prop 30, The Clean Air Initiative: Healthier Air for All Californians 

A coalition of public health advocates, environmental groups, state 
firefighters, labor, and businesses are sponsoring Proposition 30, The 
Clean Air Initiative, on this November’s ballot to fight and prevent 
wildfires and drastically cut vehicle emissions. 

Prop 30 provides roughly $100 billion in new revenue over 20 years, 
with substantial direct benefits to local governments.  Under Prop 30, 
local governments, including cities, counties, school districts and other 
districts are eligible for funding for: 

● Subsidies for clean vehicles – including passenger vehicles, transit
buses, school buses and other light-, medium- and heavy-duty
electric (EVs) and other zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs);

● Wildfire prevention and suppression, including resilience
measures to protect communities, homes, and businesses;

● Clean public transit with incentives for zero-emission buses,
charging infrastructure, and transit passes for low-income
communities;

● Increased access to clean mobility options like electric bikes, bike-
sharing, and protected bike lanes;

● ZEV charging/fueling infrastructure to ensure more convenient,
affordable access to charging/fueling of light-, medium-, and
heavy-duty EVs/ZEVs.
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Prop 30 includes strict transparency and accountability measures to ensure the money is spent 
as intended, including 1) regular audits by the State Auditor, and 2) prohibiting the State 
Legislature from using these funds to supplant existing programs. The revenue comes from a 
small 1.75% increase in the personal income tax rate for personal income over $2 million per 
year, ensuring the funding comes from those who can afford it. 
 
Subsidies to Help Residents, Local Governments and Businesses Afford Clean Vehicles  
Prop 30 will secure the statewide transition to clean vehicles for individual consumers and 
organizations by making light-, medium- and heavy-duty EVs and ZEVS more affordable 
including:  

● Assistance and incentives to help those without access to capital or high credit 
acquire new and used ZEVs.  

● Incentives for zero-emission school buses and transit buses.  
● Incentives for state and local governments and businesses to buy medium-, 

heavy-duty, and off-road agricultural and construction ZEVs.  
● Supporting clean mobility equity programs.  
● Investing 50% of the funding for projects, activities, and to benefit people in low-

income and disadvantaged communities, which are disproportionately impacted by 
air pollution. 

 
Cities, Counties and School districts that serve low-income and disadvantaged communities 
would be eligible for funding from the low-income and disadvantaged community funding, in 
addition to the other half of general funding. 

Impact: The initiative will be a key component in making ZEVs accessible to some 20 
million Californians who could not otherwise afford them, reducing the greenhouse gas 
emissions of the transportation sector by up to 70% by 2035. 
 
Expanding Transit Options, Subsidizing Riders 
During the first five years after the CCCA is passed, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
may spend up to a third of its annual funding (roughly $2B per year) on medium & heavy-duty 
zero-emission vehicles. This includes zero-emission buses & other zero-emission public transit 
vehicles.  

The California Energy Commission (CEC) may spend a significant portion of its funding under 
Prop 30 ($1B+ per year) on charging or fueling infrastructure for medium and heavy-duty zero-
emission vehicles. This includes charging or fueling infrastructure for zero-emission buses and 
other zero-emission public transit vehicles. 

After 5 years, CEC has no cap on what it could spend on charging or fueling infrastructure for 
zero-emission medium and heavy-duty vehicles like zero-emission buses and other zero-
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emission public transit vehicles. Finally, CARB may spend a portion of their allocated money 
on transit passes for the benefit of low-income or disadvantaged communities. 

Expanding Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 
Prop 30 will expand access to electric vehicle chargers for every Californian by: 

● Increasing charging stations for EVs in apartments and other multi-family dwellings.
● Increasing charging stations for EVs for single family homes.
● Expanding grants, loans, and incentives for ZEV fast-fueling infrastructure.
● Expanding medium and heavy-duty ZEV fueling infrastructure.
● Upgrading the electric grid.
● Investing 50% of the funding for projects, activities, and to benefit people in low-

income and disadvantaged communities, which are disproportionately impacted by air
pollution.

Impact: In the first year alone, over 500,000 apartments and houses will be equipped 
with EV chargers—enough to charge over 50% of EVs deployed to date. 

$20 Billion in Progressive New Revenue for Wildfire Prevention and Suppression 
Prop 30 is expected to generate roughly $100 Billion over 20 years, 20% of which goes to the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) for wildfire suppression, 
community resilience and the prevention of catastrophic wildfires. The funds will be allocated 
to activities including: wildfire suppression, community resilience, and the prevention of 
catastrophic wildfires, such as forest resilience and watershed restoration.  The intent language 
and operational language of the Act make very clear that funding goes to all these activities, 
and also provides the flexibility for the funding mix to be modified over time. The flexibility in 
allocating funds means more than $10 billion could go to: 

● Improving defensible spaces around homes and communities;
● Grants for home-hardening retrofits focused on low-income communities;
● Support for programs such as forest resilience, watershed restoration and

management and vegetation management.

Prop 30 provides a generational investment of billions of dollars that will go to programs that 
have been advocated for by the environmental community as key elements of a successful 
approach to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires and invest in much-needed wildfire 
resilience. 

Ad paid for by Yes on 30: Clean Air California, a Coalition of CalFire Firefighters, Working Families, 
Rideshare Companies, and Environmental Groups. Committee Major Funding from 

Lyft 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

Zinc Collective 
Funding details at www.fppc.ca.gov 


