To be truly radical is to make hope possible, rather than despair convincing - Raymond Williams
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Branch Secretary’s Report by Bob Carnegie
THE UNDOUBTED HIGHLIGHT of this week was the
workshop for 25 delegates and work place activists
concerning the heroic struggle of our First Nations people
who, seemingly against all odds have survived.
This was a first for the union movement in Australia
and the Branch hopes it is picked up by other unions and
also other Branches of the MUA. We thank Joe Italia,
Victorian Branch Secretary for taking two days out of his
busy schedule to commit to the workshop.
Special thanks goes to Professor Leann Wilson and
Uncle Terry O’Shane for the leadership and guidance
through the two very emotional days. All delegates report
it was a tremendous learning experience.
The Brisbane Ferry members had a hugely successful
stop work meeting on Thursday 14 February 2019 in
conjunction with their 24 hour stoppage. Our Ferry
members are determined to fight until an acceptable deal
that values them is on the table.
The first public sitting of the Queensland Parliamentary
Inquiry into Coastal Shipping was held in Brisbane on 11
February 2019. Rio Tinto’s aluminium management team
gave evidence and was severely scrutinised by
Committee members over their employment practices on
the Gladstone – Weipa run. Some evidence given by a
particular Rio Tinto executive was not factual. Once of
the great things about a Parliamentary Inquiry is that all
testimony given before it is on transcript.
The Parliamentary Inquiry begins its northern tour of
public hearings on 18 March 2019. Our rank and file all
Officials are making preparation for our involvement in
these public hearings, particularly in the Ports of
Gladstone and Cairns. This is our moment to shine as a
Branch and as a union so lets grab it with both hands.
I am off to Eastern Turkey for two weeks leave with
my wife and two mates, one of which is an expert in
Ancient Greece civilisation. I often feel very fortunate,
not only to be the Secretary of the Queensland Branch
but for only a matter of chance, I was born in a wealthy
country with so many of the opportunities that affords.
I think that is so important we never lose track that we
will always be judged on how we treat the least fortunate
amongst us.

Jason Miners will be Acting Branch Secretary in my
absence and I will be back on 4 March 2019.

Indigenous Training Photos
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Townsville Tragedy by Paul Gallagher
COMRADES, THERE ARE some real hard luck stories
in Townsville at the moment, so we ask our members to
spare a thought for those in hard times. Our casual
members are hit the hardest with the Port closing. They
have had no work and no income on top of all this
tragedy. TBSH wharfies are all casual and have not had a
shift in over four weeks. Their saving grace was a ship
coming in on the 19th but that has been lost to another
stevedore company.
On top of that, their livelihoods are on the line with Sun
Metals taking over their work.
There have been members who have lost everything, a
lot of cars written off, some renters had no contents
insurance and we currently have members without a
home. This news report goes into more detail of the
tragedy in Townsville.

Townsville Rental Prices Skyrocket After
Flooding Crisis, Families Struggle to Find
Homes

of. "[It would normally be worth] $475 to $520 — it's
just ridiculous."
The Griffin family just want to return to a normal life,
but they count themselves lucky as they are insured.
Others have had to compete for housing without that
backing. "There has been a lot of tears shed, all around,
and quiet ones by myself and my wife without the kids
watching," Matthew Griffin said.
Fight for existing stock
Harcourts Kingsberry managing director Ben Kingsberry
said of his stock, $400-a-week places are now going for
$550-$600.
He said it was not so much about the homeowners
trying to cash in on the disaster, but about new-found
renters trying to edge out the competition.
"They've missed out on a lot of properties and are at the
point where they say ... 'we're desperate'," Mr Kingsberry
said.

Source: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-13/townsville-flood-rentalproperty-spike/10806524

SOME HOME RENTALS in Townsville are going for
more than double their normal asking price as locals fight
it out for rapidly dwindling housing stock.
Key Points:
•Homes once costing about $500 asking for up to $1300
•Some real estate agents nearing end of supply
•Property prices expected to bounce back
An estimated 2,000 homes have been flood-damaged
after the north Queensland city copped a year's worth of
rain in a week.

Photo: Mr Griffin expects to live away from home for a year, with the family
on an air bed and couch. (ABC News: Bruce Atkinson)

Matthew Griffin's family home in Annandale had 600
millimetres through it — and what wasn't damaged by
the water was ruined by mould. He, his wife and three
kids are taking refuge in a friend's lounge room, sleeping
on the couch and a blow-up bed, as they hunt for a place
to rent. "Pretty much of what is left are people who are
wanting to really profiteer from a situation," he said.
"And unfortunately we have looked at houses where
people are now asking for $1,000, up to $1,300, which is
just phenomenal in this town. "Those rents are not heard

Photo: A large pile of flood-damaged goods in front of a house in Hermit
Park, Townsville. (AAP Image: Dan Peled)

"The need for that immediate accommodation — often
with the rent being paid by the insurance company — has
seen an artificial spike right now. "People who are being
most disadvantaged are people who aren't insured. "There
is an accommodation crisis right now, it will hopefully be
short-term. "I think that will level out [in the longer
term], I think rents will be higher than they have been but
we're not going to see the massive increases that we've
got right now. While about 250 of Mr Kingsberry's rental
stock were flood-affected, about 65 unaffected properties
were rented out last week. That figure is expected to be
reached this week too. "That will pretty much see us out
of rental properties," he said.
Real Estate Institute of Queensland chief executive
Antonia Mercorella said some home buyers were trying
to leverage off the floods to potentially grab a bargain.
And there are sellers, too, who are wanting a quick sale.
But in general Ms Mercorella expected prices to
normalise. "This is such a unique event, it's been
categorised as a one-in-a-500-year event," she said.
"Whilst in the early days we would expect it does have an
impact on the psyche and on property values, we think in
the medium- to long-term, the market should stabilise and
return to a normal level again."
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Superman: How to Boost Your Super
FOR MANY OF us, retirement seems
so far away that we put off planning for
it until it’s too late. As a result, we run
the risk of not having enough money to
enjoy our retirement once we get there.
The trick is to find ways to grow your
super without cramping your current
lifestyle. The good news is that there are
a few little things you can do to significantly boost your
super – without noticing them too much!
Start early, start small
The secret to growing your super is to start early and
small; that way you won’t even notice – or miss – the
money you put into super.
Small but regular contributions are a great way to boost
your super without your hip pocket feeling the pinch. Our
Retirement Income Calculator is proof of this: see for
yourself how saving, say $10 a week, adds up in the long
term – the numbers speak for themselves!
Alternatively, if you’ve come into some cash, a one-off
payment into your super is a great way to boost your
future income. But when making any kind of
contribution, just be aware of the contribution limits.
The magic of compounding returns
Albert Einstein once described compounding returns as
the ‘eighth wonder of the world’ and it’s one of the
reasons why super is such a great investment.
Because super is a long-term investment, it profits from
the power of compounding returns. It’s a kind of
‘snowball’ effect, where you earn investment returns on
your investment returns. Where compounding returns are
concerned, time is the most important factor – the longer
you’re invested, the more your money benefits. The
takeaway here is to start saving as early as possible and
let compounding returns do its magic.
Invest in the right options
If you’re working and retirement is a long way off, time
is on your side. This means that you can ride out the ups
and downs of investment cycles, and you can probably
take on a little more risk with your super investment.
If your super is invested in ‘safer’ options, you’re
probably not doing yourself any favours if you’re young
and retirement is a while away. That’s because a certain
level of risk is needed to achieve a given level of return –
the key here is to be comfortable with that level of risk. If
you’re ever in doubt about investing and unsure of your
risk profile, I’m here to help you work out an investment
strategy for your super.
Don’t pay extra in fees
If you’ve had more than one job, you’ve probably got
more than one super account - you may even have a few
that you’ve forgotten about! The thing is, every super
account you have will be charging you fees; and while on
the surface these fees may seem small, when you look at
the extra cost over 5, 10 or 20 years, it really adds up.
And then if you think about how that money would’ve

grown if it had stayed in your account, you can see how
you could be thousands of dollars better off by keeping
your super in one account.
For this reason, it’s worth consolidating all your super
into your Maritime Super account – we don’t charge any
establishment, contribution, withdrawal or termination
fees, so you can also potentially save thousands in fees
over the long term. You can even roll over your super
online in just a few steps – just visit our website to get
rolling!
Get money from the government
They say you can’t get anything for free – but when it
comes to super, the Government’s willing to lend a
helping hand to Australians on lower incomes.
If you earn less than $51,021 a year, you might be
eligible to get free money from the Government through
either the Government co-contribution or the Low
Income Super Tax Offset.
Learn more
Maritime Super has a stack of resources to help you grow
your super:
- visit the Resources page of our website and try our
calculators, read our fact sheets and watch our videos
- get free phone advice from our financial planners
regarding your contribution or investment strategy –
call 1800 757 607 to speak with a financial planner
- Meet with David Zaloudek, Maritime Super’s
financial planner in Queensland – contact David on
0488 072 369 or davidz@maritimesuper.com.au

End Repression in Guatemala
IN RECENT MONTHS, the Morales government in
Guatemala has systematically increased the persecution
of community leaders, activists, journalists and trade
unionists.
Most recently, Luis Alpirez Guzmán, General Secretary
of the National Union of Health Workers of Guatemala
(SNTSG), and Dora Regina Ruano, from the same
organization, were detained for nearly ten days for
negotiating and signing a collective agreement between
the union and the Ministry of Health authorities back in
2013.
The current government has accused them of ‘abuse of
power’ because the ministry of health didn’t have enough
money to pay for their obligations under the new
collective agreement. Despite being released from prison,
both union leaders remain under house arrest.
SNTSG and Public Services International have
launched an urgent campaign to demand that the
Guatemalan government immediately drop all charges
against Dora Regina Ruano and Luis Alpirez Guzmán
and end repression against all community leaders,
activists, journalists and trade unionists.
Please support the campaign by clicking here
And please share this message with your friends, family
and fellow union members.
Thank you!
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Pensioner Guarantee by Col Davies
MEMBERS, THIS ARTICLE is not only for yourselves
but also to share with those you know who are retired to
be made more aware.
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Cartoon Corner

Branch Officials Contact Details
QLD Branch Secretary Bob Carnegie
Mob: 0439 478 996
Email: bob.carnegie@mua.org.au
QLD Deputy Branch Secretary Jason Miners
Mob: 0401 211 866
Email: jason.miners@mua.org.au
QLD Assistant Branch Secretary Paul Gallagher
Mob: 0408 494 168
Email: paul.gallagher@mua.org.au
QLD Assistant Branch Secretary Paul Petersen
Mob: 0404 453 869
Email: paul.petersen@mua.org.au

Authorised by Bob Carnegie, Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) Queensland Branch Secretary
73 Southgate Avenue, Cannon Hill QLD 4170

