The renewable energy
and the jobs we need

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST OFFSHORE WIND FARM
Development of Australia’s first offshore wind farm,
which would power up to 1.2 million homes, has been
stalled by Energy Minister Angus Taylor’s failure to
sign off on an exploration license allowing a detailed
assessment of the wind resource to commence.
The Department of the Environment and Energy
confirmed during Senate Estimates in February that an
evaluation of the project has been undertaken, a plan
for a customised exploration license developed, and a
briefing and recommendations provided to the Energy
Minister, but that the project can progress no further
without the Minister granting the exploration license.
The Star of the South project seeks to construct 250
wind turbines in Commonwealth waters off the coast of
Victoria’s Gippsland region, generating up to 18 per cent
of Victoria’s electricity needs and feeding the power
into the electricity grid via an underground cable to the
Latrobe Valley.
The Maritime Union of Australia said the project —
which the company claims will create up to 12,000
manufacturing and construction jobs and slash
Australia’s carbon emissions — appeared to be falling
victim to the Morrison Government’s ideological hatred
of renewable energy.
MUA Deputy National Secretary Will Tracey said the
exploration license awaiting approval did not allow
construction to commence and was simply about

allowing the use of floating buoys and platforms off the
Gippsland coast to gather wind and wave observations.
“We have a major wind project that would create
thousands of jobs and provide clean, reliable energy for
more than a million Australian households, but because
of their ideological hatred of renewable energy the
Morrison Government appears to be actively stalling its
development,” Mr Tracey said.
“The Star of the South project has been in the works
since 2012, yet in this time no legislation has been put
forward, no regulatory framework put in place, and no
responsible agency nominated, despite offshore wind
being an established industry internationally.
“Energy Minister Angus Taylor must get off his hands
and immediately allow the Star of the South wind
project to move forward to the exploration stage.”
Offshore wind energy is an important complement to
onshore wind as wind is stronger and more consistent,
and blows at different times. This provides diversity
and stability to the electricity grid. However Australia
has no process to approve offshore wind farms. Any
renewable energy project more than three miles from
shore is in Commonwealth waters, and outside state
planning jurisdiction. But in Commonwealth waters, the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) only regulates
petroleum projects.

THE MUA IS CALLING FOR:
Government to urgently develop a clear regulatory
process for new offshore renewable energy
developments. This should be:

3.

Workers displaced from offshore oil and gas
projects must be able to transition to offshore
renewable projects.

		 • Kept separate from the National Offshore
Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) and the
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas
Storage Act 2006, due to vested interests from
the petroleum industry.

4.

Government investment is needed to develop
Australia’s offshore wind supply at the speed
required to deal with dangerous carbon emissions,
including the construction of port infrastructure,
bringing specialized offshore construction
vessels to Australia, improving electricity grid
infrastructure, and directly commissioning and
building offshore renewable projects as part of a
state-owned electricity generators.

1.

• Be designed to allow the speedy development
of offshore renewable energy as a whole (and
not just a particular windfarm).
2.

Workers in offshore renewables must have the same
Work Health and Safety rights as other seafarers and
shoreside workers, and not be subject to the poorer
provisions of the OPGGS Act.

Sign the petition here:
www.megaphone.org.au/petitions/stop-blockingoffshore-wind

MUA SUPPORTS THE SCHOOL STRIKE FOR CLIMATE

We congratulate the students who passionately and
effectively organised the Student Strike 4 Climate on
November 30, and are doing it again on Friday 15 March.
Global average temperatures have already increased
by 1°C and the world is presently on track for a further
3.7 to 5°C increase as carbon emissions in Australia
and globally continue to increase and cause immense
human suffering. The capitalist ruling class and their
politicians have created this climate crisis and they
appear to have no capacity or intention of fixing it.

We will fight for a future where workers, unions and
communities can have a real say in the work we do and
how our communities are organised. We have always
supported the Aboriginal struggle to have real rights
over their land and waters. We know there is enough
wealth on this earth for everyone to earn a decent
living. We support every struggle for workers’ rights,
especially those caring for the children, the sick and
the elderly, and educating our children, whose work has
always been undervalued.

We understand the enormous work to be done to build
new low-emissions energy and transport systems –
offshore wind, onshore wind and solar, ferries, trains
and buses. We want to do this work. We demand an
enormous and immediate government investment in
new low-emissions systems and in support for workers
to transition to these climate jobs.

Thank you for taking up this fight. Keep organising, keep
standing up, and when you get a job, join your union.
With you, the future is in good hands.
The full MUA climate change and renewable energy
policy is available at:
www.mua.org.au/mua_division_climate_and_
renewable_energy_policy

