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NACOLE STATEMENT ON THE DEATH OF TYRE NICHOLS 
 
 
 
The National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACOLE) extends its deepest condolences to 
Tyre Nichols’ heartbroken family and friends.  We stand with those across the country who are outraged and 
horrified by the actions that lead to his death, as we do every time a life is needlessly lost at the hands of law 
enforcement. 
 
It has been encouraging to witness the swift action taken by Memphis Police Department (MPD) Chief Cerelyn 
Davis and the outpouring of condemnation by law enforcement officials across the nation.  But police officials 
must not only condemn what is happening in Memphis, they must also identify what steps they will take within 
their own police departments.   
 
We know that flagrant civil rights violations, like the unconscionable beating of Mr. Nichols, do not occur in a 
vacuum, but instead are usually the product of inadequate accountability systems, an us vs. them culture, poor 
supervision, and weak civilian oversight.   And while MPD’s now famous “Scorpion Unit” is a high-profile 
example of some of these features, it is far from the only one.  Many United States police departments and their 
leaders have continued to oppose or undermine oversight, fight against accountability, and train warriors rather 
than guardians.  Sharing thoughts and prayers for Mr. Nichols’ family is hollow without meaningful and specific 
commitments to reversing course and making changes at home.     
 
One of those changes is a commitment to supporting strong, effective, and independent civilian oversight.  We 
call on all public safety leaders to back up their words with specific promises regarding agency culture, training, 
and transparency.  And we invite them to use NACOLE as a resource for learning about civilian oversight of law 
enforcement−so that Tyre Nichols and other victims of unwarranted police violence, shall not have suffered and 
died in vain. 
 
 
 
The National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACOLE) is a non-profit organization that 
works to create a community of support for independent, civilian oversight entities that seek to make their local 
law enforcement agencies, jails, and prisons more transparent, accountable, and responsive to the communities 
they serve. For more information, please visit www.NACOLE.org. 
 


