
Edward W. Harness, J.D., C.P.O., C.I.G., is the Inspector General for Louisville Metro 

Government and a member of the NACOLE Board of Directors. He also co-chairs NACOLE’s 

Annual Conference Committee.

Harness has led civilian oversight agencies in Louisville and Albuquerque. Appointed 

Louisville’s first Inspector General in 2021, he built an office that investigates complaints, 

reviews police practices, and makes recommendations to strengthen accountability. Previously, 

he served as executive director of Albuquerque’s Civilian Police Oversight Agency, where he 

oversaw complaint investigations, reviews of internal investigations and serious uses of force, 

and policy recommendations.

His experience also includes seven years as a volunteer police commissioner in Whitefish Bay, 

Wisconsin, and earlier service as a Milwaukee police officer and attorney. Harness brings those 

perspectives to his work advancing independent, effective civilian oversight. He is seeking 

reelection to the NACOLE Board to help expand the organization’s capacity and influence 

nationwide.


