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Welcome to my Autumn Newsletter for 2022.

As I write this ANZAC Day is upon us and I 
am looking forward to being able to share 
this special day with our community, less 
constrained by rules and distance and vaccine 
passes. 

I am always deeply humbled by watching 
our service men and women march past 
at our various dawn and community 
commemorations. In today’s world where 
‘self’ sits atop of society, their ‘selfless’ service 
strikes a compelling and challenging note.  

Over 80 years ago, my great uncle died in 
Britain when he crashed his stricken Spitfire 

before a school as opposed to bailing out 
and saving himself. There were thousands of 
similar acts of bravery and courage from New 
Zealanders across many conflicts and decades. 
What would my uncle Arthur Skidmore 
think of NZ in 2022? Are we individually and 
collectively living up to this ideal, of giving of 
ourselves to others to the extent we can?  

It is easy to immediately discount this and 
look for examples where our generation falls 
short, but as I listen and chat to people in 
our community I see significant efforts from 
lots of you to make our place a great place to 
live. It makes being your MP a tremendous 
experience.

But it’s tough work, because whether it be 
housing, personal safety, local infrastructure, 
mental health provision or the eye watering 
cost of living increases, it is harder to make 
ends meet than a couple of years ago. I really 
feel for our local small businesses, especially 
in retail, who have been really doing it tough. 
Let’s look for ways to shop local over the 
winter months to keep them going, they are a 
critical part of our communities and we need 
them to be successful. 

Until next time, take care 

Todd Muller Todd Muller 
MP for Bay of PlentyMP for Bay of Plenty
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Local visits and events in the Bay of PlentyLocal visits and events in the Bay of Plenty

After many events have been cancelled throughout 
New Zealand due to Covid-19 restrictions, it was 
brilliant to see some cricket in March with the Bay Oval 
hosting the ICC Cricket World Cup. 
A much-needed boost for our city’s hospitality 
businesses and great for our young players to see 
inspirational sports professionals at work.

It’s been a challenging time for local employers and business owners. An increase in minimum wage, an 
additional statutory holiday and Covid-19 restrictions have been worsened by higher freight costs and 
supply chain hold ups. I always appreciate the honest conversations and feedback from locals working 
on the front line in retail and hospitality.

Tim and Aaron of The Freeport 
and Cleaver & Co at Bayfair. 
The Dine precinct is a brilliant 
addition to the Mall with an 
interesting range of cuisines to 
explore.

I took my colleague Simeon Brown for lunch 
at Cafe Botannix at Palmers Welcome Bay. 
Pictured here are Baljit, Jasjot, Makhan, and 
Pedro.

As Opposition Transport Spokesperson, Simeon Brown 
appreciated a close up look at the over-budget and behind-
schedule Bayfair to Baypark Link project. From a $120 million 
project to be finished by 2020 we are now looking at a cost 
of $262 million to be finished (hopefully) in late 2023. It’s like 
rush hour all day, every day, for people travelling between 
Papamoa, Mount Maunganui and Tauranga.

I enjoyed catching up with owner-operators May at Double Teaspoons, Ben at My 
Pharmacy and Kerry and Neville of Paper Plus, all located in Papamoa Plaza on 
Domain Road. 
There’s an excellent array of under-cover shops and food outlets and the mall is open 
seven days with free parking.

The Papamoa Lions Market is held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month (weather permitting) at Gordon Spratt Reserve in Papamoa East. 
Home made jams from garden fruit and oven gloves hand made from wool 
were my most recent purchases.



PortfolioPortfolio

As part of my Oceans and Fisheries Portfolio I was keen to catch up with Dane Robertson and the 
team of volunteers at Tauranga Coastguard who do so much to keep our boaties safe. 

The Bay of Plenty has 13% of New Zealand’s 2 million recreational boat users so Dane and his 
colleagues are kept busy with an ocean rescue almost every day of the week. 

In my Oceans and Fisheries spokesperson role, it’s important 
that I meet regularly with stakeholders around the country to 
see how they’re getting on and learn more about key issues in 
the industry. I recently went down to Nelson, home to some of 
New Zealand’s largest seafood companies that have had huge 
successes in domestic and offshore markets. 

I spoke with great people at Talley’s, Sealord, NZ King Salmon, 
QuayConnect and Port Nelson – where I got to take a look at 
how things operate at the biggest seafood processing port in 
Australasia.

I recently attended the CRA2 annual 
meeting in Tauranga. I value the 
input from stakeholders like these 
rock lobster fishers as part of  
researching and developing policy 
recommendations for the Oceans 
and Fisheries portfolio. 

We all agree that balance between 
sustainability and commercial reality 
is key so that we can continue to 
enjoy seafood in the years to come.

I’m delighted to have been allocated the portfolios of 
Internal Affairs (again) and Oceans and Fisheries, which 
is very relevant with the work I have been doing with my 
Motiti Reefs petition locally. 

I am looking forward to providing my petition’s verbal 
evidence to the Environment Select Committee within 
the next month with the aim of re-opening consultation 
for affected stakeholders with the closure of the reefs off 
Motiti Island last August. 
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In March my Sunscreen (Product Safety Standard) Bill passed in 
Parliament. This means sunscreen brands will soon need to comply with 
the SPF rating stated on their label, something they were not previously 
required to do, which I have fixed through the Fair Trading Act. Recently 
Consumer NZ reported that seven out of eight sunscreens tested failed 
to live up to claims on their packaging - a frightening thought given that 
New Zealand has one of the highest skin cancer and melanoma rates 
in the world. Now my Bill is in place, any breaches could see significant 
fines of up to $600,000 for a company. As someone who’s had many 
skin cancers removed, this was an important achievement, not only for 
me, but for the many people prone to the effects of our harsh sun. It’s 
not often a Members’ Bill is passed, which goes to show how overdue it 
was. I’m looking forward to safer summers.

I supported constituent Claire Dale with her 
petition that seeks to increase penalties to fine 
abusers of mobility parks. These spaces are 
essential for disabled motorists to get around and 
their lives are made extra difficult when able-
bodied drivers occupy their parks illegally. 

Claire presented her petition, with 2,737 
signatures, to Minister of Transport Michael 
Wood together with Rachel Dunn, Josia Vickers, 
Greg Sexton, Morris Priestly and Linzi Young. I 
look forward to following the petition through 
its Select Committee process over the coming 
months.

Each electoral term Parliament empties for a day so 
that our country’s Youth Parliament can do our jobs. 

Every electorate and list Member of Parliament is 
represented by a local young person and there’s 
even a Youth Press Gallery for aspiring journalists 
to cover the political process. This term Youth 
Parliament will be held in Wellington on 19 July.

Shadowing Simon Bridges and I at a recent electorate 
event are Tom Catto, Bay of Plenty Youth MP and Ben 
Cosgrove who will represent the Tauranga electorate. 

ParliamentParliament


