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EXECUTIVE 2022 – 2023 

 

Chairperson: Carolyn Loton 

Vice-Chairperson: Julie Taylor Mills 

Secretary: Susheela Peres da Costa 

Treasurer: Luke Austin 

Public Officer: Johanna Lynch 

Executive Members:  

Julie Barnes 

Winsome Hall 

Annie Nielsen 

Kate DaCosta (resigned August 2022) 

Don White 

Jim Morrison 

 

All positions are Honorary 
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2023 Annual Conference Agenda  

 
Member Society delegates and observers 

Delegates 

Stephen Ambrose 

Luke Austin 

Billie Ayling 

David Bell 

Karen Benhar 

Megan Benson 

Phil Bradley 

Justine  Bucknell 

Annette Cam 

Brad Christmas 

Sarah Danckert 

Jo Davey 

Brigid Dowsett 

Gary Dunnett 

Kate Eccles 

Megan Fabian 

Julie Favell 

Meredith Foley 

Geoff Francis 

Dana Ghinzel 

Jenny Goldie 

Ron Gornall 

Catherine Goswell 

Jack Gough 

Deborah Gray 

Conny Harris 

Bob Hill 

Adrienne Hunt 

Julie Hunter 

Ros Irwin 

Lesley Anne Jacobson 

Christopher Jordens 

Cilla Kinross 

Judy Lambert 

Harry Loots 

Carolyn Loton 

Jo Lynch 

Madi Maclean 

Peter Maslen 

Tony Maxwell 

Angela Michaelis 

John Moratelli 

Jim Morrison 

Ed Mortimer 

Ricki Nash 

Annie Nielsen 

Jane Powles 

Diana Pryde 

Catherine Reynolds 

Stephen Shortis 

Jane Smith 

Andrew Sneddon 

Nola Stewart 

Margery Street 

Mike Thompson 

Joslyn van der Moolen 

Don White 
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Registered members, observers and other guests  

Stuart Blanch 

Francis Breen 

Chris Brogan 

Dugald Bucknell 

Anna Christie 

Peter Coughlan 

Michael De Mol 

Katrina Emmett 

Marie Flood 

Rosemary Hadaway 

Cathy Howard 

Terry Korn 

David Marquard 

Kim McClymont 

Kathy McKenzie 

Jennie Minifie 

Rosemary Nichols 

Annie Niesen 

Larry O'Loughlin 

Karen Oliver 

Cate Peterson 

Liz Power 

Lady Nora Preston 

Jan Primrose 

Dame-Claire Pyett 

Colin Salter 

Stephen Sanders 

Andrew Snedden 

David Stead 

Julie Taylor Mills 

Graham Wackett 

Kim Wagstaff 

Yasmine Webb 

Rosie White 

Matt Whitting 

Roslyn Woodward 

Chris Yates 
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Executive 2023 - 2024  
The NCC Executive (hereafter, Board) is to comprise 12 Councillors. At the closing date for 
submissions, NCC had received 11 nominations for Councillors.  

All nominations met the requirements for validity set out in section 19 of the NCC 
Constitution. As there are only 11 valid nominations, there is no need to conduct an election 
at the AGM.  

NCC is pleased to declare the following individuals as Councillors of the Executive for the 
ensuing year:  

Julie Taylor Mills 

Justine Bucknell 

Carolyn Loton 

Luke Aldred Austin 

Peter Singleton Coughlan 

Winsome Hall OAM 

Jim Morrison 

Julie Barnes 

Terry Korn 

Don White 

Susheela Peres da Costa 

The remaining Councillor position can be co-opted by the NCC Executive pursuant to 
section 19 (d) of the NCC Constitution.  

Returning Officer: Jamilah Hallinan, Environmental Defenders Office 
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Guest speakers, presenters and 
workshop facilitations 
Keynote speakers 

Penny Sharpe MLC, Minister for Environment, Heritage, Energy, and Climate Change 

Kellie Sloane MP, Shadow Minister for the Environment 

Sue Higginson MLC, Greens Spokesperson for the Environment and Climate Change 

 

Conference theme: ‘In it to win it’ 

Keynote Plenary: Planning, running and winning campaigns for good  

Sandy Greenwood, Gumbaynggirr Custodian 

Jack Gough, Invasive Species Council 

Felicity Wade, Labor Environment Action Network 

Thea Ormerod, Move Beyond Coal 

 

Panel: Endgame: Securing an end to Native Forest Logging in NSW 

Sandy Greenwood, Gumbaynggirr Custodian 

Stuart Blanch, WWF-Australia 

Joslyn van der Moolen, Friends of the Forest Mogo 

Susie Russell, North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) 

 

Workshop: Water: Landing wins for rivers and wetlands 

Mel Gray, Nature Conservation Council 

Sam Johnson, Nature Conservation Council 

 

Plenary: Climate, coal and gas: how will we win on climate? 

Nirvana Talukder, School Strike for Climate 

Justin Page, Hunter Jobs Alliance 
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Naomi Crystal Hodgson, Rising Tide 

Marie Flood, Sydney Climate Coalition 

 

Staff and volunteers 

Jacqui Mumford, Chief Executive Officer 

Jacquelyn Johnson, Executive Officer 

Ed Mortimer, Organising Director 

Kristina Dodds, Community Organiser 

Clancy Barnard, Communications & Fundraising Manager 

Jaden Harris, Advocacy Manager 

Lucy Tremain, Healthy Ecosystems Program Officer 

Evelyn Chia, Bushfire Project Coordinator 

Chris McMillan, Telephone Organiser 

Angela Leech, Office Coordinator 

Maxim Mouret, volunteer 
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List of Annual Conference Motions, 
2023 

A  Council Affairs 

 Submitted by Subject 

1 NCC Executive Admission of New Member Societies 

2 NCC Executive 2022 Annual Conference Minutes 

B Climate and Energy  

1 Parramatta Climate Action Network Renewable Energy Transition from 
Eraring Power Station 

2 Climate Change Balmain-Rozelle Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act Reform 

3 Climate Action Monaro Solar Panel Mandate on New Industrial 
Developments 

C Biodiversity and Land Management 

1 Australian Wildlife Society Protection of Native Forests 

2 Sutherland Shire Environment 

Centre 

Electronic Signs in Koala Strike Zones 

3 Willoughby Environmental 

Protection Association (WEPA) 

State Tree Protection Reform 

4 Better Planning Network Inc. Full Federal Government 

Implementation of the Bilateral 
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Agreement 

5 
Blue Mountains Conservation 

Society 

Blue Mountains World Heritage 

Protection from Western Sydney 

Airfield 

D Planning and Urban 

1 Willoughby Environmental 

Protection Association (WEPA) 

Public transport alternative to the 

Beaches Link 
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Annual Conference Motions, 2023 

A. Council Affairs  

MOTION 2023/A1 - Admission of New Member Societies 

Submitted by the Executive  

Spokesperson: Carolyn Loton 

THAT the Conference confirms & notes the admission to membership of the Nature 

Conservation Council of NSW, the organisations listed below, whose membership 

applications were accepted and approved by the Executive from November 2022 to 

October 2023 

• Bundeena Progress Association 

• Coal-ash Community Alliance Inc. 

• Friends of Glenlee Inc 

• Galston Area Residents Association Inc  

• Gore Creek Valley Action Group 

• Jenolan Environment Protection Committee 

• Manly Lagoon Friends Inc 

• Marine Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

• Natural Turf Alliance  

• Newtown Climate 

• Pittwater Natural Heritage Association  

• Residents Against Richmond Valley Incinerator Inc 

• Rising Tide 

• Save Sydneys Koalas 

• Save Walka Reserve Community Alliance Inc  

• Valley Watch Inc 

• Westleigh Progress Association 

• Wildlife Carers Network Central West Inc 

 

NOTED 
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MOTION 2023/A2 – 2022 Annual Conference Minutes  

Submitted by the Executive  

Spokesperson: Carolyn Loton 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council NSW accepts the minutes of the AGM held on 5 

November 2022 

MOVED: Angela Michaelis 

SECONDED: John Morritelli 

CARRIED   
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B. Climate and Energy 

MOTION 2023/B1 – Renewable Energy Transition from Eraring Power Station  

Submitted by Parramatta Climate Action Network 

Spokesperson: Annie Nielsen 

THAT the NSW Government fund batteries and other renewable energy and storage 

solutions, rather than prop up the Eraring Power Station beyond its proposed closing date.  

BACKGROUND NOTES: Origin Energy has stated that they will close Eraring in August 

2025. This is clearly because the power station will not be making enough money as 

renewable energy brings the price of energy down. Although the roll out of renewables is 

slower than the Government would like – partly due to community consultation – a better 

way to spend taxpayer’s funds and keep emissions lower would be to put more money into 

batteries and other storage solutions. These should need little consultation as rooftop solar 

is becoming more popular, and it offers a good solution as a place to store excess energy – 

allowing it to be available at night, when there may not be enough renewable energy.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write a letter to Penny Sharpe, Minister for the 

Environment and Energy as per the motion. Copy also to be sent to NSW Premier Chris 

Minns.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: “That 

NCC copy the NSW opposition and the Greens environment spokespeople into the letter to 

Penny Sharpe”, and that “NCC encourage NCC member groups to also write to their MPs 

as per the motion.” 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

MOTION PUT: Annie Nielsen 

SECONDED: Jane Powles 

CARRIED 
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MOTION 2023/B2 – Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

reform 

Submitted by Climate Change Balmain-Rozelle 

Spokesperson: Angela Michaelis 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the Federal Government to reform 

the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act to: 

• require that, for all projects requiring Federal approval, the Environment Minister 

must consider climate change and the impact of greenhouse gas emissions  

• require that the impact of Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions be included as greenhouse 

gas emissions anywhere affect people, places and wildlife everywhere. 

NCC further calls on the Environment Minister to: 

• declare a moratorium on approvals of all coal and gas projects until such a reform to 

the EPBC Act is put in place. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: The Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

(EPBC) Act is a federal law designed to ensure projects, even if approved at state level, 

meet Australian obligations to protect the environment. The Federal Environment Minister 

(currently Tanya Plibersek) needs to approve or reject projects such as new coal and gas 

mines. For example, Coalition Environment Minister Sussan Ley approved the Narrabri Gas 

Project; Plibersek rejected two "zombie" coal mines whose paperwork had lapsed. 

Climate impacts are not currently taken into account for approvals 

In May, Plibersek rejected a request to reconsider the climate impacts of several new 

mines, including Whitehaven's Narrabri Underground, then quietly approved 4 new coal 

projects with 147 million tonnes of lifetime emissions. 

Currently the EPBC Act, which Plibersek has pledged to reform by next year, has no 

"climate trigger". Therefore, coal projects that could produce over 12 billion tonnes of 

greenhouse gases emissions are awaiting Federal Government approval with no obligation 

for the Minister to consider how this will impact us or our natural spaces. 

Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions create a massive greenhouse problem  

Mining in Australia generates greenhouse gases both in the process of mining (Scope 1 

and 2) but also when fossil fuels, mostly exported, are burnt (these "end use" emissions 

count as Scope 3). The problem is huge – Scope 1 and 2 emissions from coal mining alone 

contributed 14% of NSW total emissions in 2020 – by 2030 those are expected to increase 

by more than a quarter on 2021 levels (NSW government figures).  

Scope 3 emissions from exported coal and gas are not included in Australia’s greenhouse 
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gas count, and are therefore not being addressed by any other Federal government policy. 

Until there is a climate trigger, we need a moratorium on approvals  

Twenty-five additional proposals for new or expanded coal mines currently await Federal 

Government approval. If approved, the lifetime emissions from these mines would be 

equivalent to keeping all of Australia’s coal-fired power stations operating for an additional 

91 years (source: Australia Institute). 

Methane gas extraction, for example, in the NT's Beetaloo Basin, is also a massive carbon 

bomb. Yet currently gas projects can also be approved without considering their climate 

impacts. 

PROPOSED ACTION:  

That NCC write a letter to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, to be sent as soon as possible 

after the conference as the matter of reform of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation (EPBC) Act is under active discussion. Copy also to be sent to Federal 

Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek.  

MOTION PUT: Julie Taylor Mills 

SECONDED: Phil Bradley 

CARRIED 
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MOTION 2023/B3 – Solar panel mandate on new industrial developments 

Submitted by Climate Action Monaro 

Spokesperson: Jenny Goldie 

THAT Nature Conservation Council of NSW write to NSW Minister for Environment Penny 

Sharpe calling on her to mandate solar panels on all new large industrial/commercial roof 

space, with associated batteries, ideally community batteries. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: Climate change is bearing down on us faster than originally 

predicted. It is essential that we make the transition away from fossil fuels to renewable 

energy as quickly as possible if we are to avoid cataclysmic global heating. Solar and wind-

farms are being built at a commendable pace and a third of Australian home-owners have 

solar energy systems. There are more households in NSW (885,000 in June 2022) with 

solar panels than any other state. However, large industrial/commercial buildings are not 

utilising their potential. Here is a Google map of Erskine Park in suburban Sydney, for 

example, that shows a great deal of roof space on commercial buildings but no solar 

panels.  

Solar systems on industrial roofs could provide solar power much closer to consumers and 

reduce the need for transmission lines from solar farms, often located on the western side 

of the Great Dividing Range.  Solar systems on industrial roofs would need associated 

batteries so that the power collected through the day could be utilised in the evening when 

there is high demand. Given a lot of industrial buildings are in complexes that are zoned for 

industrial development, there is ample opportunity to install community batteries for such 

sites. The NSW government could either mandate the installation of such batteries or 

provide appropriate financial incentives. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Hon Penny Sharpe MLC, NSW Minister for 

the Environment, as per the motion.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: “That 

NCC copy the Minister for Planning, Paul Scully, relevant NSW opposition members and 

the Greens environment spokespeople”  

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the following words are added at the end of the motion: 

“Such a mandate should not be used to offset the fulfilment of improved environmental 

standards in new buildings.” 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: "that the 

NSW Government should develop incentives for installation of rooftop solar or for 

expansion of existing rooftop solar on existing industrial rooftops.” 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Erskine+Park+NSW+2759/@-33.8173026,150.7812542,3406m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x6b1290601edce897:0x5017d681632b6b0!8m2!3d-33.8038535!4d150.805564!16zL20vMDdfeXMz?entry=ttuto
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AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: No. 

MOTION PUT: Jenny Goldie 

SECONDED: Billie Ayling 

CARRIED 
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C. Biodiversity and Land Management 

MOTION 2023/C1 – Protection of native forests 

Submitted by the Australian Wildlife Society 

Spokesperson: Megan Fabian 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the New South Wales Government 

to: 

1. Develop a plan to transition the native forestry industry to 100 percent sustainable 

plantations by 2024.  

2. In the interim, place a moratorium on public native forest logging until the regulatory 

framework reflects the recommendations of the Natural Resources Commission 

report.  

3. Immediately protect high-conservation value forests, particularly within the 

boundaries of the remaining 95 percent of the proposed Great Koala National Park.  

4. Ban the use of native forest materials as biomass fuel.  

BACKGROUND NOTES: Public native forest logging pushes iconic and endangered 

species like the koala (Phascolarctos cinereus), swift parrot (Lathamus discolor), and 

southern greater glider (Petauroides Volans) towards extinction.  The Western Australian 

and Victorian Governments have already committed to ending this industry and have 

developed transition plans to support affected workers and businesses.  New South Wales, 

however, still plunders its magnificent forests, even in the critical habitat of the endangered 

koala.  We must urgently preserve natural habitats so that humanity and nature can thrive.  

It’s time to end this outdated industry. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the Hon Penny Sharpe MLC, NSW Minister for 

the Environment as soon as possible, as per the motion.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion at point 1 be amended 

to read: “Immediately develop a plan to transition the native forestry industry to 100 percent 

sustainable plantations, facilitating an end native forest logging by 2025.” 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include as a 5 th 

item: “that the NSW Government initiate provisions to address communities impacted by 

changes to forestry practices.” 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 
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MOTION PUT: Megan Fabian 

SECONDED: Don White 

CARRIED 
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MOTION 2023/C2 – Electronic signs in koala strike zones 

Submitted by Sutherland Shire Environment Centre 

Spokesperson: Catherine Reynolds 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on Transport for NSW and the Office 

of Road Safety to erect electronic signs warning motorists that koalas may cross the road in 

known koala vehicle strike zones across NSW, to cut the speed limit in these areas to 

60kms, and to put up speed cameras (or other effective technology) to enforce these 

reduced speed limits. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  A NSW government koala "fact sheet" notes that vehicle strike 

"is one of the most frequently reported causes of injury and death for koalas brought into 

care by wildlife rehabilitation groups." It notes that "even small reductions in vehicle speeds 

can reduce the incidence of wildlife vehicle strike." 

Koala road kill zones only occur in a relatively small number of locations across the state. 

Currently, wildlife rescue volunteers and koalas have to bear the trauma and impact of 

delays in installing fencing and other mitigation works to prevent animals accessing roads in 

these key "hotspot" areas.      

A recently released Biolink report, commissioned by the Sydney Basin Koala Network 

(SBKN), shows that koala vehicle strikes have nearly doubled in Campbelltown, Wollondilly, 

and Liverpool, and quintupled in Sutherland Shire and Wingecaribee (Southern Highlands) 

over the last generation of koalas (6 years).    

Along a 2km stretch of Appin Rd, 30 koalas have been killed in the last year.   

Also in the last year, along just one 2km stretch of Heathcote Rd at Sandy Point, 8 koalas 

have been killed.   

In the Northern Rivers from 1 July 2022 to 30 September 2023 Friends of the Koala 

reported that 102 adult koalas were hit by cars on Northern Rivers roads, 35 females of 

which had 18 joeys. With the joeys the total number of koalas killed comes to 120.  A 

breakdown of this figure for the 3 months from 1 July 2023 to 30 September 2023, is 42 

koalas hit on Northern River roads. 

Especially in locations where there are delays in Transport NSW installing effective 

mitigation measures, we propose that speed limits in key koala road kill zone locations 

across the State be cut to at least 60km, signs warning that koalas use these areas be put 

in place, and speed cameras (or other technology) be installed to ensure these new limits 

are enforced. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That the NCC writes to the following Ministers asking that these 

measures be implemented as per the motion and seeks a meeting with the Minister for 

Roads to discuss this matter. 
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• Penny Sharpe, Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy, Minister for the 

Environment, and Minister for Heritage   

• John Graham Special Minister of State, Minister for Roads  

• Jo Haylen, Minister for Transport 

• Federal Office of Road Safety, Catherine King, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the motion be amended to read: “THAT the Nature 

Conservation Council of NSW calls on Transport for NSW and the Office of Road Safety to 

erect electronic signs warning motorists that koalas may cross the road in known koala 

vehicle strike zones across NSW, to cut the speed limit in these areas to no more than 60 

kilometers per hour, and to put up speed cameras (or other effective technology) to enforce 

these reduced speed limits. 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the motion be amended to include that the the role that 

virtual fencing, speed humps and clearly marked animal crossing areas can play be 

thoroughly investigated. 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: No 

MOTION PUT: Catherine Reynolds 

SECONDED: Julie Taylor Mills 

CARRIED 
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MOTION 2023/C3 - State tree protection reform  

Submitted by Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) 

Spokesperson: Meredith Foley 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW write to the Minister for Planning, the 

Minister for Local Government and the NSW Police Minister requesting an urgent review of 

the legislative regime and accompanying policies and practices relating to tree protection in 

NSW. 

The review should identify: 

1. opportunities to better coordinate the enforcement of tree protection between the 

relevant State agencies and local government 

2. collaborative measures to provide rapid responses to assist local government in the 

evidence-gathering phase relating to illegal tree destruction 

3. the potential to seek increased penalties and deterrents and custodial sentences for 

the destruction of trees in NSW and 

4. ways to improve community education and awareness about the importance of tree 

protection. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: The illegal destruction of trees has been on the rise across NSW 

councils causing significant environmental, economic, and social impacts. This is despite 

the fact that increased canopy targets have been set at various levels of Government and 

that there is a rising awareness of the importance of tree canopies in mitigating some of the 

effects of climate change. 

The most recent incident in Willoughby City, which occurred in Willowie Road, Castle Cove, 

saw the destruction of over 265 native trees across 3,600 square metres of bushland in 

June or July 2023.  The trees (some over 80 years old) and understorey were either cut 

down or poisoned, which will have a long-term effect on the bushland area, with the 

potential for run-off to Middle Harbour.   

The destruction occurred in the H. D. Robb Reserve which is one of Willoughby’s most 

diverse areas in terms of plant species.  There are numerous threatened fauna species that 

depend on this bush for habitat, and it is also an important connecting corridor to larger 

tracts of bush, like Ku-ring-gai National Park, which has allowed species like swamp 

wallabies and lyrebirds to recolonise our bushland in recent years. 

The area of destruction occurred on harbour front bushland, and its destruction significantly 

increased the water views for a number of water-front properties.  This is the third known 

event of illegal destruction of bushland in this general area over a number of years. To date, 

no one has been charged for this or any of the earlier offences.  One of the reasons for this 

lack of success seems to be the difficulties local government has in collecting evidence 
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which will meet the level of proof required in subsequent criminal prosecutions.  There is 

clearly a need for support to local government in undertaking these investigations from the 

NSW Police and other relevant agencies. 

While the Willoughby incident was devastating enough to gain substantial media coverage, 

these acts of illegally poisoning and cutting down local trees, particularly on private land, 

have been flagged as a serious concern across a wide range of councils.  It is of concern 

that some landowners and developers who have illegally removed trees are willing to see 

the existing penalties for tree removal as part of the cost of development of their land. 

A motion on this issue will also be taken to the forthcoming NSW Local Government 

Association Annual General Meeting. 

For further information on the most recent incident in Willoughby see 

https://wepa.org.au/2023/07/26/bush-vandals-should-be-ashamed/P 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Minister for Planning, the Minister for Local 

Government, and the NSW Police Minister as per the motion.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion, at the second point, 

be amended to read: “collaborative measures to provide rapid responses to assist local 

government in the evidence-gathering phase relating to illegal tree destruction by 

poisoning, removal or other means" 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

MOTION PUT: Meredith Foley 

SECONDED: John Moretelli 

CARRIED 

 

  

https://wepa.org.au/2023/07/26/bush-vandals-should-be-ashamed/P
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MOTION 2023/C4 – Full federal government implementation of the Bilateral 

Agreement 

Submitted by Better Planning Network Inc 

Spokesperson: Annie Christie 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW write to the Environment Minister the Hon 

Penny Sharpe MLC requesting: 

1. Implementation of the Bilateral Agreement with the Federal Government in full by 

ensuring that Matters of National Environmental Significance and controlled actions 

under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 are 

always referred to the Federal Minister for Environment the Hon Tanya Plibersek 

MP for assessment under the EPBC Act. 

Such projects should include: the Narrabri Lateral Pipeline; the Maules Creek coal 

mine Modification 9; the Peabody Metropolitan Coal Mine extensions; and 

Lendlease's Mt Gilead housing mega-development. 

2. Review of the licensing of all Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997’s 

environmental protection licences (EPL) to ensure that Critically Endangered 

Ecological Communities, threatened species and other Matters of National 

Environmental Significance (MNES) are protected under EPLs and categorised as 

“sensitive receivers”, which is not currently the case. This should result in limits on 

scientifically known impacts to be incorporated into EPLs to prevent, monitor and 

limit pollution including fumes, light, noise, vibration and dust. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  

1. BPN believes the protection of Matters of National Environmental Significance to be 

of increasing concern, in urban, per-urban and rural settings, and the mechanics of 

referral, assessment, and operation of the Bilateral Agreement calls for more 

integrity of process and transparency thereto. For the examples given, BPN does 

not have confidence that referrals under the Bilateral Agreement are functioning as 

intended. 

Another example is the Peabody Metropolitan coal mine with new extensions under 

the Woronora Dam drinking water catchment still being approved despite also 

polluting into Royal National Park’s Hacking River, without adequate conditions to 

eliminate, limit or report likely coal sludge, metal and other chemical contaminants.  

2. Recent prosecutions in the NSW Land and Environment Court have exposed an 

alarming fallacy incorporated within the NSW EPA’s environmental protection 

licensing: the failure of the NSW EPA to properly protect places of ecological value 

from industrial impacts, including from resource extractive projects. The EPA’s 

current prosecution of the Maules Creek coal mine (relating to a blast on 20th 
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August 2020 alleged have injured workers at the Boggabri coal mine 2 ½ km away) 

reveals that in the Leard State Forest and the EPBC-protected biodiversity corridor, 

(both consisting of critically endangered ecological community (CEEC)) white box 

grassy woodland are not regarded as “sensitive receivers” for blasting fumes, noise, 

dust and debris, overpressure shock from blasting, or any other environmental 

impacts from the mine. As a result, there are no monitoring points for blasting 

impacts, noise, light or air pollution in the EPL for the Maules Creek mine, which 

serve to protect the Leard State Forest and the EPBC-protected biodiversity 

corridor. Indeed, blasting conditions follow the relevant Australian Standard which is 

instead focused on humans, residences and workplaces. There are also no limits on 

impacts to the MNES, nor penalties for inflicting harm through blasting. This is an 

alarming gap in the protection of places of environmental value that requires 

correction as soon as possible. Recognition of threatened woodlands and species, 

through enhanced EPL conditions, should be treated as a priority. The EPA has 

chosen to apply a definition of sensitive receivers from the Australian blasting 

guideline, which unnecessarily narrows the protective powers of the EPA.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Hon. Penny Sharpe Minister for Climate 

Change, Minister for the Environment, and Leader of the Government in the Legislative 

Council as per the motion.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: “That 

NCC copy the NSW Planning Minister, Paul Scully, the NSW opposition and the Greens 

environment spokespeople into the letter to Penny Sharpe. 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

MOTION PUT: Anna Christie 

SECONDED: Phil Bradley 

CARRIED 
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MOTION 2023/C5 – Blue Mountains World Heritage protection from Western 

Sydney Airfield 

Submitted by Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

Spokesperson: Annette Cam 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW call on Minister Sharpe and Premier Minns 

to ensure that flights to and from the Western Sydney Airport have minimal impacts on Blue 

Mountains national parks and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 

 

BACKGROUND NOTES: The recently released modelling shows most of the predicted 

flight paths from the new Western Sydney Airfield crossing the Blue Mountains national 

parks and world heritage-listed Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA) 

are at heights ranging from approximately 1,600m (5,300ft) to 4,267m (14,000ft).  

Considering the elevation of the GBMA, the actual height of the flight paths above the 

ground are considerably lower than those publicised. Given the determination to minimise 

flight noise for Blue Mountains' residents, the majority of flight paths are over protected 

national park - yet there has been little to no consideration of the impact that this noise 

pollution will have for the wildlife.  

 

Environmental values  

In 2000, the Greater Blue Mountains Area was included on the World Heritage list for its 

outstanding universal natural vegetation and exceptional biodiversity values. The GBMWHA 

constitutes one of the largest and most intact tracts of protected bushland in Australia. It 

also supports an exceptional representation of the ecological diversity that eucalypts have 

developed: an outstanding illustration of the evolution of plant life.  

 

It contains 68 mammal, 254 bird, 74 reptile and 36 frog native species. Seventy-three of 

these are recognised as threatened species under either national or state legislation. 

Ongoing research continues to reveal the rich scientific value of the area as more species 

are discovered.  

 

Investigation and consideration of the impacts of the proposed flightpaths from Western 

Sydney airfield is needed urgently. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the Hon Penny Sharpe MLC, NSW Minister for 

the Environment and Premier Minns as per the motion. 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the title of the airport as described in the motion be 

amended to read: “Western Sydney International Airport”. 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: “That 

NCC copy the NSW opposition and the Greens environment spokespeople, and the federal 

environment minister Tanya Plibersek, into the letter to Penny Sharpe and Premier Minns. 
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AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the motion be amended to read: “THAT the Nature 

Conservation Council of NSW call on Minister Sharpe and Premier Minns to ensure that 

flights to and from the Western Sydney Airport have minimal impacts on Blue Mountains 

national parks and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. Impacts on the Blue 

Mountains national parks and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area must be 

honestly and transparently monitored and reported.” 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

MOTION PUT: Annette Cam 

SECONDED: Jane Powles 

CARRIED 
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D. Planning and Urban 

MOTION 2023/D1 – Public transport alternative to the Beaches Link 

Submitted by Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) 

Spokesperson: John Moratelli 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW write to the NSW government: 

• welcoming its decision to follow through with its election promise to cancel the 

Beaches Link Tunnel project (BLT) 

• calling on it to consider the building of a tunnel, exclusively for the use of public 

transport, for some or all of the distance between the designated growth area at 

Frenchs Forest and the Chatswood interchange. This would address congestion 

along the Military/Spit Road and the Warringah Road corridors, by providing a rapid 

link between the Northern Beaches and the new City and South West Metro 

• calling on it to suspend further work on the Western Harbour Tunnel (WHT) project 

in light of the cancellation of the BLT so as to enable a review to be made into 

whether the WHT should proceed and, if it should, attempt to mitigate adverse 

social and environmental impacts in light of the cancellation of the BLT. This could 

be done, for instance, by abandoning the Berry Street connection to the WHT, re-

routing the tunnel to enable the restoration of Cammeray Park given the absence of 

any need to now connect to the BLT, and the filtering of proposed pollution stacks 

• calling on it to address the fact that the current contracts and conditions do not 

provide for sufficient green space for the promised 2:1 replacement of trees lost in 

close proximity to where they have been cut - more space needs to be created and 

3000 trees planted. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: Since 2018, WEPA and other groups within the City of 

Willoughby have run a hard-fought campaign against the Beaches Link tunnel proposal. 

The major reasons for this opposition related to the fact that the project: 

• negatively impacted the environment by prioritising cars over public transport 

• destroyed local bushland and threatened Middle Harbour wildlife 

• was put forward without a business case or cost-benefit analysis and  

• failed to consider feasible public transport alternatives. 

Recently, the NSW Government announced that it had cancelled the project.  WEPA is 

concerned however to ensure that this ill-conceived proposal is not revived by future 

Governments. We believe the best way to do this would be to ensure that alternative public 

transport links are provided between Chatswood and the new growth area at Frenchs 
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Forest. 

While the Beaches Link Tunnel has been cancelled, work continues on the Western 

Harbour tunnel.  Part of this work, which was linked to the Beaches Link Tunnel, involved 

the destruction of trees and resumption of large portions of Cammeray parkland and golf 

course.  The use of unfiltered stacks along this tunnel, near a large number of pre-schools, 

primary schools and high schools is also to continue under the Western Harbour tunnel 

proposal.  

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the NSW Government as per the motion.  

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That the action proposed by the motion also include: “That 

NCC copy the NSW opposition and the Greens environment spokespeople, into the letter to 

NSW Government." 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That an additional bullet point be inserted into the motion, 

calling on the NSW government to consider a windfall profit tax as a means of funding 

public transport infrastructure. 

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: Yes 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED: That bullet point 2 in the motion be removed.  

AMENDMENT SUPPORTED: No 

MOTION PUT: John Moratelli 

SECONDED: Meredith Foley 

CARRIED 
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