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19 January 2022 

 

Department of Regional NSW 

1 Monaro St, Queanbeyan  

NSW 2620 

Via email: meg.policy@regional.nsw.gov.au 

 

To whomever it may concern,  

NCC Submission on the Mining Act Amendments Exposure Draft  

The Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales (NCC) is the state’s peak 

environment organisation. We represent over 160 environment groups across NSW. 

Together we are dedicated to protecting and conserving the wildlife, landscapes and natural 

resources of NSW.  

Communities that have historically had a significant workforce based in the coal mining 

industry are in desperate need of support to ensure they experience a smooth transition into 

a low-carbon future.  

NCC commends the government's plan to take the initial step to provide investment and 

planning for the future of coal mining regions through the proposed Mining Act Amendments 

Exposure Draft. This is urgent and necessary.  

There are a number of changes NCC would like to see made to this draft Bill to increase its 

effectiveness, transparency and support from communities. These include: 

Recommendation 1: Expand the remit of the Royalties for Rejuvenation Fund to include 

supporting broader community and wellbeing initiatives. Currently, it only will be able to 

support economic initiatives.  

Recommendation 2: Legislate the development of a public register of measures supported 

by the Fund as well as a regular review mechanism to report on the effectiveness of the 

spending. There’s only minimal reporting and transparency written into the Draft Bill as it 

currently stands.  

Recommendation 3: Require the tabling of an annual report to report on measures supported 

by the fund, as well as their effectiveness. 

Recommendation 4: Amend the bill to require the Minister to seek advice from any Expert 

Panel established for the coal affected region where the money is proposed to be spent and 

must consider any advice provided by that Expert Panel. The Bill should also stipulate that 

before allocating money from the Fund, the Minister should be satisfied the spending is in the 

public interest. 
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• Spending from the Fund will be at the Minister’s discretion, after he or she has 

considered advice by the Secretary. There’s no requirement in the Draft Bill that 

the Minister consider advice from any relevant Expert Panel prior to allocating 

Funds, and no stipulation that spending decisions should be in the public interest. 

It is crucial that this Fund be ready and seen from the outset as being for the public 

interest and that there be clear requirements for this written into the Act. Otherwise, 

there’s a risk the Fund will be used politically or ineffectively.  

Recommendation 5: Require plans to be prepared for each coal affected region, informed by 

public consultation and that spending be consistent with such plans. For the public to be 

confident it will be managed well in the long term, there must be a transparent plan that has 

been developed alongside the input of impacted communities themselves.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the consultation.  

Your key contact point for further questions and correspondence is Brad Smith, Director of 

Policy and Advocacy available via bsmith@nature.org.au and (02) 9516 1488. We welcome 

further conversation on this matter. 

 

Yours sincerely,   

  

 
   

Jacqui Mumford 

Acting Chief Executive 

Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
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