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EXECUTIVE 2021 – 2022 

 

Chairperson: Prof. Don White 

Vice-Chairperson: Kate DaCosta 

Secretary: Annie Neilson 

Treasurer: Carolyn Loton 

Public Officer: Johanna Lynch 

Executive Members:  

Isaac Astill (resigned January 2022) 

Brian Everingham (resigned July 2022) 

Alix Goodwin (resigned July 2022) 

Chris McElwain (resigned July 2022) 

Jim Morrison 

Kathyn Ridge (resigned July 2022) 

Julie Taylor Mills 

 

All positions are Honorary 
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2022 Annual Conference Agenda  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6785081132 

(workshop Zoom links will be provided on the day) 

8.30am In-person registration and zoom link opens 

9.00am Nature Conservation Council of NSW Annual General Meeting 

Acknowledgement of Country 

• Welcome to new groups 

• Chairs report 

• Treasurer’s Report  

•  NCC Executive 2022-2023    Introductions 

• Policy Motions 

11am BREAK 

11.15am Annual Conference Presentations commence 

11.20am NCC CEO address, Jacqui Mumford 

11.30am NSW Minister for Environment and Heritage the Honorable James Griffin 

(via video) 

11.45am NSW Labor spokesperson for the environment Penny Sharpe MLC 

12 noon NSW Greens spokesperson for the environment, Sue Higginson MP 

12.15 am LUNCH BREAK 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6785081132
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1.15pm Plenary Panel – Envisioning the future and the movement that we need to 

get there. Includes screening of 'Regenerating Australia' 

• Damon Gameau, creator of Regenerating Australia 

• Dr Millie Rooney, Australia Remade 

• Kate Nairn, Future Earth Australia 

2.15pm BREAK 

2.45pm Workshops session #1:  

• Campaigning together for the NSW Election 

• 30x30: what does it mean and how should it inform our advocacy? 

3.30pm Workshops session #2:  

• From individual action comes community building 

• Youth perspectives on the movement we need with AYCC and 

Ocean Youth 

4.15pm Break 

4.30 Conference learning, actions and close of conference business 

5 to 6pm Conference social at the Teachers Federation Conference Centre 

6.15pm Conference dinner at location to be confirmed 
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List of Annual Conference Motions, 
2022 

A  Council Affairs 

 Submitted by Subject 

1 NCC Executive Admission of New Member Societies 

2 Bushfire Advisory Committee Updated NCC Bushfire Policy 

B Climate and Energy  

1 Parramatta Climate Action Network Increase emissions reduction targets 

2 Lithgow Environment Group Inc Binding clean energy targets 

3 Parramatta Climate Action Network Financial support for solar gardens 

C Biodiversity and Land Management 

1 Australian Wildlife Society Control of feral goats 

2 Protecting Your Suburban 

Environment Inc. 

Standardisation of Fauna Management 

Plans 

3 Wolli Creek Preservation Society 

Inc. 

Wolli Creek Regional Park completion 

4 Protecting Your Suburban 

Environment Inc. 

Mountain bikes in bushland areas 

5 
Southerland Shire Environmental 

Koala translocation 
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Centre 

6 Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna 

Preservation Society Inc. 

Zoning for Threatened Ecological 

Communities 

D Planning and Urban 

1 STEP Inc and other NCC members 

of the Natural Turf Alliance 

Use of natural turf in sporting facilities 

2 Blue Mountains Conservation 

Society 

Stormwater management controls 

3 Protecting Your Suburban 

Environment Inc. 

Dedication of High Value Conservation 

Land – West Pennant Hills 

4 Protecting Your Suburban 

Environment Inc. 

Design and Place guidelines 

5 Willoughby Environmental 

Protection Association  

Western Harbour Tunnel and Northern 

Beaches Link projects 

6 Protecting Your Suburban 

Environment Inc. 

The Environmental Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 

E Pollution and Waste 

1 Castlecrag Conservation Society E-Waste disposal 
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Annual Conference Motions, 2022 

A. Council Affairs  

MOTION 2022/A1 - Admission of new Member Societies 

Submitted by the Executive  

THAT the Conference confirms the admission to membership of the Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW, the organisations listed below, whose membership applications were 

accepted and approved by the Executive from November 2021 to October 2022 

• Lock the Nambucca Valley 

• Blue Mountains World Heritage Institute 

• Native Animal Trust Fund Inc 

• Positive Change for Marine Life 

• Friends of the Forest (Mogo)  

• Cobargo and District Energy Transition Group Inc 

• Boatharbour Landcare  

• Broulee Mossy Point Community Association   

• Callala Environmental Alliance  

• Manly Lagoon Friends Inc  

 

MOTION 2022/A2 - NCC Bushfire Policy (2022)  

Submitted by the NCC Executive and the Bushfire Advisory Group 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council NSW adopts the attached policy as the updated 
NCC Bushfire Policy (2022) [ATTACHMENT 1 with business papers email] 

BACKGROUND NOTES: The previous NCC Bushfire Policy was updated in 2014, since 
then the face of fire management has been changing rapidly, particularly since the 2019-20 
fire season. The revised policy wishes to address these changes, including new policies 
such as the rural boundary clearing code, Ignition Management Zones and the findings 
from the 2019-20 bushfire inquiry.    

PROPOSED ACTION: The conference vote to adopt the NCC Bushfire Policy (2022). 
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B. Climate and Energy 

MOTION 2022/B1 - Increase Emissions Reduction targets 

Submitted by Parramatta Climate Action Network 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on both the NSW Coalition and Labor 
parties to prioritise in their 2023 election platform to increase their emissions reduction 
target to 75% on 2005 levels by 2030, in line with the Climate Council’s science-based 
recommendation and in line with NCCs policy. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  It is clear that, although the state government has progressed in 
some aspects of renewable energy, including renewable energy zones, a lot more must be 
done to slow down all the disasters that are occurring around the world and in Australia, 
due to climate change or made much worse by climate change. The targets that are stated 
by the Coalition are not enough. NSW Labor has not indicated what its target will be. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write letters to the leaders of the Coalition and Labor 
parties and relevant NSW ministers as per the motion. 

 

 

 

MOTION 2022/B2 - Binding Clean Energy Targets 

Submitted by the Lithgow Environment Group Inc 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the climate and environment 
spokespersons in all major and minor parties, and independent candidates: 

• To acknowledge the desire of the NSW community to see political unison on 
science-based emissions reductions targets. 

• To commit to advocating that the new Government set binding clean-energy targets 
to ensure that by 2030, 100% of NSW electricity comes from clean, reliable, 
renewable sources backed up by storage and adequate transmission.  

BACKGROUND NOTES: It is imperative for the survival of humankind and the protection of 

life on this planet that science-based targets are met and rapid progress in the transition to 

renewable energy is made.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write letters to the leaders of the Coalition and Labor 
parties, relevant minor party spokespeople and independent candidates as per the motion. 
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MOTION 2022/B3 - Financial support for solar gardens 

Submitted by Parramatta Climate Action Network 

THAT the 2022 NCC Annual Conference calls both major parties to commit on winning 
Government to extending the solar rebate that is currently offered to homeowners to buy 
solar or energy efficiency measures to renters and low-income households to buy a solar 
garden plot. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: Solar garden plots follow the same concept as community 
gardens, harvesting energy instead of vegetables. They are a collectively owned renewable 
energy option. Solar gardens make it possible for people in units and/or renting or people 
who have a shaded roof to benefit financially and contribute to the production of renewable 
energy. By buying a solar panel/plot, the resultant energy credits are applied to their energy 
bills and/or by selling energy to the grid. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write letters to the leaders of the Coalition and Labor 
parties and relevant minor party members as per the motion. 
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C.  Biodiversity and Land Management 

MOTION 2022/C1- Control of Feral Goats  

Submitted by the Australian Wildlife Society 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls for an investigation into the state’s 
goat industry and its impact on the environment. Specifically, the NCC calls for the 
development of strategies and options to limit land degradation and ensure that a growing 
goat industry does not result in land degradation caused by increasing numbers of feral 
goats. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: According to the Meat and Livestock Association, around 90 
percent of Australia’s meat production is derived from wild goats, most of which are 
mustered from semi-arid western regions of the eastern states. Feral goats are increasing 
in large numbers in western NSW, damaging native vegetation. They pose a problem for 
the state because they are damaging large areas of our landscapes by eating native plants 
and spreading plant and animal diseases. Soil degradation arises when local landholders 
with semi-arid properties are damaged by overgrazing and opt for a short-sighted strategy 
of running goats in high numbers without consequence for the erosion and other harm this 
causes.   

We believe feral goats are ‘desert makers’, and the numbers must be controlled. Goat 
harvesting is often seen as a way of reducing feral goat impacts, but it cannot be relied 
upon to do so. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the New South Wales Environment Minister, The 
Hon James Griffin MP and The Hon. Dugald Saunders MP, Minister for Agriculture as per 
the motion. 

 

MOTION 2022/C2 - Standardisation of Fauna Management Plans  

Submitted by Protecting Your Suburban Environment Inc. (PYSE Inc) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls for the NSW Government to amend 
legislation and/or regulations to require a Fauna Management Plan to be mandatory for all 
projects which involve significant vegetation clearing. Consistent standards are to be 
demonstrated in Fauna Management Plans and they are to evidence controls to protect 
native fauna impacted during demolition and vegetation clearing. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  Research shows that NSW is experiencing a rapid decline in the 
numbers of native fauna as a direct result of land clearing for development and agriculture, 
which is further exacerbated by the impacts of natural disasters. Australia has the highest 
rate of mammal extinction in the world and there are an estimated 4.9 million native animals 
being killed in NSW each year from land clearing alone. 

Presently there are no set Minimum Standards for Fauna Management Plans in NSW and 
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no requirement for them to comply with the NSW Codes of Practice for Injured, Sick and 
Orphaned Protected Fauna currently followed by wildlife rescuers and veterinarians. There 
is also no requirement for the involvement of veterinarians when making decisions about 
the welfare of wildlife encountered on development sites, or any requirement to liaise with 
wildlife rescue organisations for an understanding of best practices and protocols. This 
situation is untenable and is allowing Fauna Management Plans to often provide little to no 
protection for native wildlife that is protected by law in NSW. The standardisation of Fauna 
Management Plans would ensure integrity is always part of the planning process when 
dealing with protected native fauna and would give displaced animals the best chance of 
survival.  

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the NSW Planning and Public Spaces Minister, 
the Hon. Anthony Roberts. Copies to be sent to: NSW Premier, the Hon. Dominic Perrottet; 
NSW Deputy Premier, the Hon. Paul Toole; NSW Environment Minister, the Hon. James 
Griffin; NSW Treasurer, the Hon. Matt Kean; Shadow Minister for Planning, Environment & 
Heritage, the Hon. Penny Sharpe; Greens Spokesperson for Planning, the Hon. Cate 
Faehrmann; and Greens Spokesperson for Environment, the Hon. Sue Higginson.  

 

 

MOTION 2022/C3 - Wolli Creek Regional Park completion  

Submitted by Wolli Creek Preservation Society Inc  

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW call on all member groups to support the 
campaign to have the Wolli Creek Regional Park completed by urging their members and 
networks to sign the Open Letter prepared by the Wolli Creek Preservation Society, 
directed to the leaders of political parties represented in the NSW Parliament. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: It’s 42 years since the Kirby Inquiry recommended the 
preservation of the Wolli Valley bushland, and 34 years since the Coalition Government at 
the time promised that the Wolli Creek bushland in inner South West Sydney would be 
“permanently protected”. It’s 24 years since an ALP Government promised to establish the 
Wolli Creek Regional Park under National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
management. Despite numerous campaigns by the Wolli Creek Preservation Society 
(WCPS) only 36 of its 50 hectares are now under NPWS management. 12 hectares are ‘in 
the pipeline’ for transfer to NPWS and the remaining 2 hectares are not yet in the pipeline.  

WCPS is seeking to accelerate the acquisition of the remaining lands and the transfers of 
all park lands to NPWS. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC member organisations support the WCPS campaign by 
signing the Open Letter, as per the motion.  

 

 

https://www.nature.org.au/wolli_creek_open_letter
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MOTION 2022/C4 - Mountain bikes in bushland areas 

Submitted by Protecting Your Suburban Environment Inc. (PYSE Inc) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls for mountain bike tracks and the 
riding of mountain bikes not to be permitted in bushland containing Endangered Ecological 
Communities, threatened species, biobanking sites, nature reserves, and areas with 
heritage value. Further, to call for confining mountain bile tracks to the edges of national 
parks (for example in asset protection zones), and highly degraded sites with low resilience. 
Mountain bikes should be permitted on management trails only where included in the 
relevant Plan of Management. The recreational needs of the general community should 
take priority over specialised bike trails within Community and Crown Land. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: There has been a sustained push over the last few years to 
permit mountain bike tracks in the bushland of the Greater Sydney Basin and peri-urban 
areas along the eastern seaboard of NSW.  

It should be noted that this motion does not refer to family friendly bike riding but rather to 
the more extreme sport of mountain bike riding or MTB. MTB is not considered to be 
‘passive’ recreation but an ‘active’ recreation which focuses on the technical difficulties and 
challenges of the tracks. The sport effectively quarantines areas of bushland for the 
interests of a particular sport and creates a hazardous environment for all other users of the 
bushland. Mountain bike tracks are seriously detrimental to the natural environment and the 
damaging impact of the tracks increases with their difficulty.  

It is noted the Commonwealth Minister's Approved Conservation Advice for Turpentine-
Ironbark Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion 2014 states that care needs to be taken to 
“manage the impacts of damaging recreational activities, eg. access by mountain bikes and 
other vehicles”.  

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Minister for Environment & Heritage, the 
Hon. James Griffin as per the motion. Copies to be sent to: NSW Premier, the Hon. 
Dominic Perrottet; NSW Deputy Premier, the Hon. Paul Toole; NSW Minister for Planning 
and Homes, the Hon. Anthony Roberts; NSW Treasurer, the Hon. Matt Kean; Shadow 
Minister for Planning, Environment & Heritage, the Hon. Penny Sharpe; Greens 
Spokesperson for Planning, the Hon. Cate Faehrmann; and Greens Spokesperson for 
Environment, the Hon. Sue Higginson. 
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MOTION 2022/C5 - Koala translocation 

Submitted by Sutherland Shire Environment Centre (SSCE) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW Department of Planning 
and Environment to rule out translocation of koalas in the Greater Macarthur and South 
West Sydney region, and to reassess the Koala Strategy funding priorities, particularly in 
relation to the Greater Macarthur and South West Sydney region, investing in crossings and 
corridors which are at least 450 metres wide, consistent with the advice of the NSW Chief 
Scientist. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: Translocations of koalas are not an acceptable conservation 
measure when other options exist. In addition to their often-significant financial cost, 
translocations lead to high mortality rates, high levels of stress, increased human-koala 
conflict, overcrowding, and increased disease proliferation. Conservation priorities must 
include in-situ efforts not limited to the preservation and enhancement of previously existing 
koala habitat, removing any requirement for translocation. 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment Koala Strategy currently presents 
translocation as a solution, with $9.1m allocated for this purpose, and a promise of "up to 8 
translocation projects".  Currently the Department has only allocated $10.6 million to 10 
vehicle strike hotspots across NSW, over the next 4 years. The amount of funding allocated 
to translocation as opposed to wildlife crossings is disproportionate and will result in koalas 
continuing to be killed on roads across the state. Preventing habitat loss and enabling 
connectivity across landscapes should be a priority. South West Sydney koalas in particular 
are known to be expanding naturally across their own territory. They should not be put at 
risk with translocation.   

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Premier Dominic Perrottet, Minister for 
Environment and Heritage James Griffin and Minister for Local Government Wendy 
Tuckerman as per the motion. 

 

 

MOTION 2022/C6 - Zoning for Threatened Ecological Communities  

Submitted by Ryde Hunters Hill Flora & Fauna Preservation Society Inc 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW Government to ensure all 
threatened ecological communities (TEC’s) listed under the NSW Biodiversity Conservation 
ACT 2016 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 and located on Crown Lands in NSW are protected by appropriate zoning 
equivalent to Nature Reserves as provided in the NP&W Act 1974 (Part 4, Division 6). 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  

The NSW environment is under significant pressure from development caused by a growing 
population. As a result, we are facing unprecedented environmental challenges including 
loss and fragmentation of native vegetation and wildlife habitat, declining biodiversity and 
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record numbers of threatened species. 
 
The key legislation for protecting threatened species and communities, the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the NSW Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016, are not effective in delivering improved outcomes for biodiversity, or 
in arresting biodiversity declines. 
 
The growing dependency on biodiversity offsets to protect matters of environmental 
significance from the impacts of development is also inadequate, given the lack of 
demonstrated successful outcomes and unsatisfactory oversight. Offsets lead to an overall 
loss of biodiversity and lost opportunities to increase biodiversity. 
 
Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) need greater protection to ensure that they are 
not impacted by development. Development should be designed to ensure that TECs are 
not negatively disturbed and are protected on a continuing basis equivalent to that provided 
by nature reserves under the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 
 
Such protection would be a significant and effective addition to the means of arresting 
biodiversity declines. 
 
The recent redevelopment of the Ivanhoe Estate is a useful case study, providing an 
example of protecting biodiversity by changing a proposed development plan. 
 
The proposed redevelopment of the Ivanhoe Estate at Macquarie Park NSW impacted 
Sydney Turpentine and Iron Bark Forest (STIF) present on the site. Biodiversity offsets 
were the proposed remedy in respect of development impacts on this critically endangered 
ecological community. 
 
Following extensive representations by community groups, a revised Master Plan was 
adopted which protected 94% of the STIF. While short of full protection of the TEC, this was 
a significant improvement. If provisions equivalent to those for nature reserves under the 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 applied to this STIF community, full protection 
would have been achieved with reasonable changes made by the developer.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the Premier Dominic Perrottet and Minister for 
Environment and Heritage James Griffin as per the motion. 
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D. Planning and Urban 

MOTION 2022/D1 - Use of natural turf in sporting facilities 

Submitted by STEP Inc and other NCC members of the Natural Turf Alliance 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls for natural turf be given proper 
consideration as a viable alternative to synthetic fields in most locations. Specifically, the 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW government to ensure that: 

• Upgrades of sports fields require local councils to examine the relative merits of new 
generation natural turf field options compared with synthetic turf from the viewpoints 
of available playing hours and lifetime costs.  

• Local councils fully consider the environmental, social and health impacts of 
installing synthetic turf on sports fields compared with the use of natural turf. 

• Grant funding is not contingent on the type of surface to be used. 

• A Development Application process is carried out including community consultation 
before a decision is made to install synthetic turf.   

BACKGROUND NOTES: The Department of Planning completed a review and, 
subsequently, the Chief Scientist was commissioned to provide expert advice on guidelines 
to limit potential risks to the environment and human health from the use of synthetic turf in 
public open spaces in NSW, and alternative approaches and technologies. This report is 
due by the end of 2022. Based on the pending Chief Scientist Report, we consider that 
natural turf should be given proper consideration as a viable alternative to synthetic fields in 
most locations. 

The NTA’s major concerns about the use of synthetic turf on sports fields are: 

• Human health risks related to heat impacts and increased injury. 

• Increase in the Urban Heat Island Effect (UHI) 

• The substantial amounts of greenhouse gas emissions entering the environment 
through the manufacture, installation, maintenance, and end of life processing when 
compared to natural turf. 

• Flooding impacts due to their impervious surface and construction. 

• Generation of substantial amounts of nano plastic and micro plastic pollution and 
waste by-products that have direct effects on the surrounding natural environments.  

• Allowing one sport (soccer) to dominate local community parks that were once 
mixed spaces for all sporting groups and recreational uses. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC write to the NSW Minister for Local Government, Minister 
for Planning, Minister for Cities and infrastructure, Minister for Sport and associated 
Shadow Ministers as per the motion. 
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MOTION 2022/D2 Stormwater management controls 

Submitted by the Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls for the Low-Rise Housing Diversity 
Code (the Low-Rise Code) of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and 
Complying Development Codes) 2008 be amended to strengthen stormwater controls and 
require all development proposals in drinking water catchments to demonstrate a neutral or 
beneficial effect on water quality. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: The Blue Mountains Conservation Society and the Blue 
Mountains City Council opposed the introduction of the Low-Rise Code because of the 
potential adverse impact on the Blue Mountains environment and the character of its towns. 
A major deficiency of the Low-Rise Code is its lack of stormwater management controls, 
meaning there is no required assessment through the complying development pathway of 
the quantity or quality of stormwater runoff from development under this Code. 

As the Low-Rise Code applies across NSW, it is a state-wide issue. Water NSW has raised 
concerns about this matter, acknowledging its state-wide implications, and has stated that it 
will be taking the matter up with the Department of Planning. It is imperative that the Low-
Rise Code be amended to strengthen stormwater controls and to require proposed 
development in drinking water catchments to have a neutral or beneficial effect on water 
quality. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW writes to the NSW 
Minister for Planning, the Hon. Anthony Roberts MP as per the motion. 

 

MOTION 2022/D3   Dedication of High Value Conservation Land – West 
Pennant Hills 

Submitted by Protecting Your Suburban Environment Inc. (PYSE Inc) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW Government to complete 
negotiations with Mirvac to protect and secure the rare and significant Critically Endangered 
Ecological Communities (CEEC) parcel of urban bushland at 55 Coonara Ave, West 
Pennant Hills without further delay.  

BACKGROUND NOTES:  On 18 June 2020, under the NSW Government fast-track 
assessment scheme, the then NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(DPIE) approved rezoning of an employment zone at the former IBM site on 55 Coonara 
Ave, West Pennant Hills, for medium and high-density residential housing. Additionally, E2 
Environmental Conservation zoning (now C2) was applied to large areas of remnant Blue 
Gum High Forest and Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest Critically Endangered Ecological 
Communities (CEEC) on the site. However, no requirement has been placed on Mirvac to 
dedicate the areas of CEEC to the State Government and there is now no legal requirement 
or finalised agreement that will ensure dedication of the CEEC. A Draft Voluntary Planning 
Agreement (VPA) for the site recently exhibited by the Hills Shire Council also does not 
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include the CEEC dedication.  

Mirvac has previously stated that it would not dedicate the CEEC to the NSW Government 
until the final Occupation Certificate was approved for the site, likely at least five years. In 
addition, Mirvac has indicated the NSW Forestry Corporation (who will manage the CEEC 
land) has set infrastructure and management requirements for Mirvac to complete before 
they will take control of the CEEC land.  

In total, there is currently no certainty of protection or even of maintenance for these 10 
hectares of rare, magnificent remnant forest in the heart of suburban Sydney. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to NSW Planning and Public Spaces Minister, the 
Hon. Anthony Roberts as per the motion. Copies to be sent to: NSW Premier, the Hon. 
Dominic Perrottet; NSW Deputy Premier, the Hon. Paul Toole; NSW Environment Minister, 
the Hon. James Griffin; NSW Treasurer, the Hon. Matt Kean; Shadow Minister for Planning, 
Environment & Heritage, the Hon. Penny Sharpe; Greens Spokesperson for Planning, the 
Hon. Cate Faehrmann; and Greens Spokesperson for Environment, the Hon. Sue 
Higginson. 

  

MOTION 2022/D4 - Design and Place Guidelines 

Submitted by Protecting Your Suburban Environment Inc. (PYSE Inc) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW Planning and Public 
Spaces Minister, the Hon. Anthony Roberts to provide as Guidelines the balance of the 
issues that were addressed in the Draft Design and Place SEPP and accompanying Urban 
Design Guide and Apartment Design Guide but subsequently scrapped.  

That the Nature Conservation Council also calls on the Minister to consult with peak NSW 
community advocacy groups, including Nature Conservation Council, Total Environment 
Centre and Better Planning Network, to facilitate the development of such guidelines to 
ensure they are acceptable to the community, not only commercial interests. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  Though the draft Design and Place SEPP was the result of two 
years' work and designed to deliver NSW's first comprehensive design policy that could 
reshape the look and feel of the places we live in, the development industry lobbied against 
it and it was subsequently scrapped. The Minister is now allowing a small portion of the 
Draft Design and Place SEPP to be implemented, with a Sustainable Buildings SEPP 
Overview having been released in August 2022. However, the rest of the Draft Design and 
Place SEPP remains scrapped. 

We therefore seek to have the balance of the issues that were addressed in the Draft 
Design and Place SEPP and accompanying Urban Design Guide and Apartment Design 
Guide, provided as Guidelines for the development industry to encourage best practice 
planning. We encourage the NSW Government to continue consultation, inclusive of peak 
NSW community advocacy groups to ensure guideline development is responsive to the 
community and not only developer interests. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  
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PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to NSW Planning and Public Spaces Minister, the 
Hon. Anthony Roberts as per the motion. Copies to be sent to: NSW Premier, the Hon. 
Dominic Perrottet; NSW Deputy Premier, the Hon. Paul Toole; NSW Environment Minister, 
the Hon. James Griffin; NSW Treasurer, the Hon. Matt Kean; Shadow Minister for Planning, 
Environment & Heritage, the Hon. Penny Sharpe; Greens Spokesperson for Planning, the 
Hon. Cate Faehrmann; and Greens Spokesperson for Environment, the Hon. Sue 
Higginson. 

 

 

MOTION 2022/D5 - Western Harbour Tunnel and Northern Beaches Link 
projects 

Submitted by Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 

• calls on the NSW State Government to immediately halt, review and reassess the 
Western Harbour Tunnel and Northern Beaches Link projects. 

• write to the Premier, Treasurer, Minister for Roads, Minister for the Environment, the 
Opposition Leader, the Shadow Treasurer and Shadow Ministers for the 
Environment and Roads seeking an urgent halt, review and reassessment of the 
tunnels’ projects in terms of need and priority. 

• write to the Prime Minister, Federal Treasurer and Federal Minister for the 
Environment seeking that no federal funds be provided to the tunnel projects without 
a risk assessment and an assessment of priority and need for the project being 
undertaken. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: On 21 June 2022, the State Government handed down the 
2022/2023 Budget and allocated $4.1 billion over 4 years for planning the Western Harbour 
Tunnel (with connections from Cammeray to Rozelle) (WHT) and the Northern Beaches 
Link (NBL). The environment in the North Sydney and Willoughby local government areas 
will bear the enormous burden of these projects and there are no demonstrable benefits. 
The unacceptable risks of these projects include: 

Climate: Almost 1 million kms of additional road trips per day induced by the project (EIS 
estimates) with no dedicated public transport lane and no ability to adapt to rail later. 3,500 
trees, mangroves and seagrasses will be lost with their carbon exchange and cooling effect 
gone for a generation. Road tunnels are far larger than public transport tunnels and these 
tunnels have a particularly long span - the embodied emissions profile is unacceptable. 

Environment: contamination of harbour and waterways by excavating toxic sediment 
resulting in polluted water impacting marine wildlife, swimming and water sport activities. 
Venting will release unfiltered toxic air into the surrounding communities. Waste will be 
dumped at sea risking toxic sludge to be dealt with at unknown locations, further affecting 
water, air and land. The project will lead to devastation of bushland and public parks, and 
endangered species and 20 significant Aboriginal sites will be put at further risk from 
dredging, vibration, and drawdown. 
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Public transport: no alternative public transport or sustainable options considered or 
costed by government. 

Fiscal accountability and the business case: The business case for the Beaches Link 
has never been published and the Western Harbour Tunnel Business Case is outdated and 
based on pre-Covid figures. The corridor is highly susceptible to changes in work and travel 
patterns and with a benefit-cost-ratio of only 1.2 the project needs to be stopped and re-
assessed. 

Additional information about this issue is available on request.  

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Premier, Ministers and Shadow ministers as 
per motion. 

 

 

MOTION 2022/D6 - The Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 

Submitted by Protecting Your Suburban Environment Inc. (PYSE Inc) 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the forthcoming review of the 
EPBC Act to widen the range of interested parties that can make a referral under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the 
waiving of the relevant fee for concerned individuals or not-for-profit organisations. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: Recent media reports have described the low percentage of 
referrals being made under the EPBC Act in relation to native vegetation clearing. Currently 
only the company or person undertaking the action (ie the developer) or a government body 
or the Minister, can make a referral under the Act. When developers do make a referral, the 
community is often unaware and therefore don't make submissions within the statutory 10-
day window, resulting in only the developers' viewpoint being heard. A more appropriate 
reflection of Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) affected by 
development would be assessed if concerned individuals and not-for-profit organisations 
were able to make referrals to the Minister's Department.  

Part 7, Division 1 of the EPBC Act should be amended to enable concerned persons or 
organisations to make a referral under the Act. Consideration should be given to waiving 
the relevant fee for those concerned individuals or not-for-profit organisations, under 
Subdivision K of the EPBC Regulations. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to Federal Environment Minister, the Hon. Tanya 
Plibersek as per motion. 
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E.  Pollution and Waste 

MOTION 2022/E1 - E-Waste Disposal 

Submitted by Castlecrag Conservation Society 

THAT the Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW State Government to 
direct Local Councils to no longer pick-up e-waste in their bulk or hard rubbish collections 
and to direct the skip bin industry to comply with existing legislation and ban the addition of 
e-waste in their waste stream. 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW calls on the NSW State Government to improve 
the understanding of Local Councils and skip bin industries of the current legislation and 
regulation requirements. The NSW Government is to promote, fund and inform the public 
about accessible, affordable alternatives for consumers to dispose of their e-waste, so that 
it satisfies the State Government’s own circular economy objectives. 

BACKGROUND NOTES:  

Despite existing legislation, e-waste can still be seen in kerbside rubbish collection and in 
commercial skip bins. Either through lack of information or awareness the public is not 
complying with the expectations of legislators. A campaign needs to be undertaken by the 
NSW Government to inform rubbish collection services (Local Government and Commercial 
enterprises) of their obligations and the aspirational targets of the legislation.  

Since September 2013, e-waste has been banned from direct landfill disposal across all of 
South Australia under the Environment Protection (Waste to Resources) Policy 2010. Such 
that commercial operators’ web sites state that e-waste is not to be included in the waste 
stream. No such conditions or exclusions are required consistently across local government 
areas, or by NSW commercial waste collectors.  

Additional information about this issue is available on request. 

PROPOSED ACTION: That NCC writes to the Premier Dominic Perrottet, Minister for 
Environment and Heritage James Griffin and Minister for Local Government Wendy 
Tuckerman as per the motion. 
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NCC Representatives 2022 

COMMITTEE  REPRESENTATIVE  

Australian Committee for the IUCN Kathryn Ridge 

Biamanga National Park Board of Management Dean Turner (Primary) 

Biamanga National Park Board of Management Dr Bronte Somerset (Deputy) 

Bush Fire Coordinating Committee Rob Pallin (Primary) 

Bush Fire Coordinating Committee Evelyn Chia (Alternate) 

NSW EPA Site Auditor Accreditation Panel VACANT 

Greater Sydney Regional Weeds Judy Lambert 

Gulaga National Park Board of Management Merryn Carey 

Gulaga National Park Board of Management 
AWAITING APPOINTMENT 
(Deputy) 

Healthy Floodplains Review Committee Beverly Smiles 

Hunter Regional Weeds Committee Paul Melehan  

Land and Environment Court of NSW Court Users 
Group VACANT 

Macquarie Cudgegong Environmental Flows 
Reference Group Melissa Gray (Primary) 

Macquarie Cudgegong Environmental Flows 
Reference Group Bill Johnson (Deputy) 
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Mt Grenfell Historical Site Board of Management  VACANT 

Mutawintji National Park Board of Management Anthony Pease 

National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council AWAITING APPOINTMENT 

NSW Environmental Trust AWAITING APPOINTMENT 

NSW Ministerial Fisheries Advisory Council Jo-Anne McCrea 

NSW Roadside Environment Committee Martin Driver (Primary) 

NSW Roadside Environment Committee Jane Gye (Alternate) 

NSW State Pest Animal Committee Ted Rowley 

Rural Fire Service Advisory Council Evelyn Chia 

State Weed Committee Nick Skelton 

Sydney Region Weeds Action Program (WAP) 
Steering Committee Judy Lambert 

Sydney Water Advisory Committee VACANT 

Western Lands Advisory Committee Adrian Davey 

NCC & NPA Representative Appointments - NPWS Regional Advisory Committees 

Blue Mountains Madi MacLean 

Hunter-Central Coast Suzanne Olsson 

Greater Sydney Brian Everingham 
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North Coast Grahame Douglas 

Northern Inland Wendy Hawes  

South Coast Penny Davidson 

Southern Ranges Diane Thompson 

West Dr Jonathan Howard 

Hartley Historic Site Margaret Combs 

Bushfire Management Committees 

Barwon/ Darling VACANT 

Bland Temora VACANT 

Blue Mountains Hugh Patterson 

Canobolas Zone Cilla Kinross 

Canterbury, Bankstown, Georges River Chris Gambian 

Castlereagh Peter Brookhouse 

Central Coast David Lemcke 

Central Coast Dane Pickering (Alternate) 

Central Darling VACANT 

Chifley Sue Wakefield  
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Clarence Valley Jim Morrison 

Cobar VACANT 

Cudgegong Karima Bennetts 

Cudgegong Chris Pavich (Alternate) 

Cumberland Zone Hugh Patterson 

Far North Coast Kim Stephan 

Far South Coast Chris Kowal / Alan Scrymegor 

Federation VACANT 

Hawkesbury Peter Mobbs 

Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai Paul Burcher 

Hume Zone Brian Lord 

Hunter Valley Trevor Woolley 

Hunters Hill, Lane Cove, Ryde, Parramatta Mark Schuster 

Illawarra Harriet Simpson-Southward 

Lake George Zoe D'Arcy 

Lithgow Trevor Evans 

Liverpool Range VACANT 
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Lord Howe Island Rob Pallin 

Lower Hunter Duncan Scott-Lawson 

Lower North Coast Peter Hull 

Lower Western Zone VACANT 

Macarthur Rob Mitchie 

MIA Eric Whiting  

Mid Coast Shaun Hooper / Mathew Bailey 

Mid Lachlan Valley VACANT 

Mid Murray VACANT 

Mid North Coast Gabrielle Tindall 

Mid North Coast Grahame Douglas (Alternate) 

Mosman, North Sydney, Willoughby Judy Lambert 

Namoi/Gwydir VACANT 

New England John Hunter 

Newcastle Duncan Scott-Lawson 

North West VACANT 

Northern Beaches Nick Skelton 
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Northern Beaches Judy Lambert (Alternate)  

Northern Rivers Ian Dixon 

Northern Rivers Jim Morrison (Alternate) 

Northern Tablelands Wendy Hawes 

Orana Mike Augee 

Riverina  Tina DeJong 

Shoalhaven David Rush 

Snowy Monaro Ben Keaney 

Snowy Valleys VACANT 

South West Slopes VACANT 

Southern Tabelands VACANT 

Sutherland Evelyn Chia 

Tamworth VACANT 

The Hills Graeme Edwards 

The Hills Wendy Goonan (Alternate) 

West Darling VACANT 

Wollondilly/ Wingecarribee Cita Murphy 

 


