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Nature Conservation Council of NSW acknowledges the 
Country that nurtures and sustains us, the places where 
we live, work and play. We recognise the sovereignty of 
all First Nations people and acknowledge that it has 
never been ceded. We pay our respect to Elders past and 
present, and honour their continuing culture and 
connection to Country. 

We acknowledge the dispossession of First Nations 
peoples and the harm inflicted on people and Country in 
the more than 230 years since European colonisation 
began in 1788. 

We acknowledge the conservation movement of NSW 
has not always acted in solidarity with First Nations 
people and has at times worked against the fulfilment of 
their land rights and of justice – something the 
conservation movement now seeks to redress.  

First Nations’ rights to land, water, and culture must be 
respected.  

We believe that the conservation movement is at its 
strongest when it is guided by First Nations voices, 
knowledge and wisdom. 

We undertake to embrace First Nations people in our 
movement, organisation and decision-making, and work 
together to protect, conserve and restore the land, 
waters, air, wildlife, climate, and culture of the many First 
Nations in NSW. 

We want NSW to become ecologically sustainable, a 
place where people and nature can thrive together. 

As the peak body for environmental advocacy in our 
state, our mission is to build, support and maintain a 
powerful and effective movement for nature. 

We do this through impactful programs, campaigns, 
partnerships, and representation. 

Our campaigns and programs combine advocacy, 
education, conservation and outreach to ensure 
long-term change for nature and communities.   

For more than 67 years, we have never faltered in our 
determination to make a difference. 

For a small organisation, we are having a big impact. 

About us

Acknowledgement of Country
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This year has been another different year. As the world 
recovers slowly from pestilence (COVID-19) in NSW we are 
beset with recurrent flooding... quite a change from the 
bushfires happening three years ago. These are persistent 
reminders of the detrimental effects of human intervention 
on this planet which we share with so many others. 

NCC as an organisation has had to respond to the 
challenges thrown up during the year and be flexible in its 
responses. The strength and diversity of our member 
groups which is the basis of our strength as a peak 
organisation continues to inspire us. We continue to have 
influence and have been encouraged by successes. 

Chris Gambian, who has been an inspirational CEO for the 
past three years, decided to move on in July. Jacqui 
Mumford has ably stepped up to this role. Her report here 
lays out how the organisation will continue to thrive and 
contribute. Those who support us financially have been 
challenged by external conditions and raising the income 
to support our operations has continued to be a challenge.  

During the year there have been five resignations from 
Executive members. The seven members who remain have 
been an effective and committed team. To rebuild the 
numbers to our constitutional capacity we have 
encouraged nominations from people with relevant skills 
and experience. These are great nominations to refresh and 
renew the Executive’s capacity for the governance of NCC. 

I have been in this chair at NCC since 2005 and it is past 
time for a change. I will not be putting myself up for 
renomination as the chair this year. I am confident the 
Executive will nominate a capable successor. I am proud of 
the many achievements of NCC for its member groups 
during my time in this role. 

Donald O. White

Nature in New South Wales has had a tough year- many 
of the beautiful species we love have had their 
threatened status upgraded, including the iconic koala. 

It is simply not good enough for decision makers to allow 
this trajectory by not protecting habitat.  

That’s where we come in. We are the voice for nature in 
NSW, standing up for the trees and wildlife that make 
this place so special.  

We are growing our organisation, and the environment 
movement more broadly, to achieve the scale required to 
meet the enormous challenges that nature and the 
climate face. 

Together, with the amazing network of supporters and 
member groups, we are taking the voices of our precious 
wildlife to the halls of power to hold decision makers to 
account. 

We have had some great success in the last 12 months, 
holding off a biomass plant in the Hunter Valley, seeing 
the early closure of a coal fired power station and 
continued clean energy announcements.  

We will continue to grow this work to have the biggest 
impact we can on stopping the destruction of precious 
natural places.  

I’m proud of what we have achieved this year, in 
extraordinarily difficult circumstances. 

Thank you for all that you do for nature, water and 
climate. Together we are a powerful voice for nature. 

Jacqui Mumford  



Our Impact

DUBBO

BARWON- 
DARLING RIVERS

NARRABRI 
PILLIGA FOREST

LISMORE

SYDNEY

BEGA

EDEN

CENTRAL 
COAST

MENINDEE LAKES 
MURRAY-DARLING BASIN

LITHGOW 
BLUE MOUNTAINS

COFFS  
HARBOUR

Climate campaigns Hotspots and Bushfire programs

Nature campaigns Conservation projects

Organising programsWater campaigns
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83,374 179

30K 360

30+

3,099

nature lovers on
our mailing list

member groups
across NSW

 leaflets against logging 
delivered by volunteers

nest boxes 
for wildlife

media stories 

26 wildlife 
sound monitors 

installed

16+ meetings with key 
staff in departments, 
authorities, and 
commissions  

 
 

 

15,000 climate action signs + stickers distributed across NSW

14 candidate forums hosted or supported

16,500 people actively supporting our water campaign

Over 300   

interviews with media

fliers comparing the parties 
on climate policies handed 
out for federal election

 
12+ meetings with MPs and political staff

  
 

submissions

 

made

reduction in coal 
generation in NSW

9,411 hectares of 
land better managed 

for biodiversity

�� �
�� �
�� �
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8%

13K



Nature

Our Goals
 » End native forest  

logging by 2024

 

What we’ve achieved
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 » Map, protect and
restore koala habitat

 

Our Strategy
 » Put native forest logging on 

the agenda for the election 

 » Halt biomass in NSW

 » Make koalas a key election 
issue in key seats

In the past year the koala, greater glider, and gang-gang cockatoo were 
uplisted to endangered. Given this urgent threat to our unique 
forest-dwelling wildlife, NCC ramped up our work to protect our precious 
forests: 

We achieved 21,000 signatures to NSW Parliament, forcing a debate. 
Hundreds rallied outside parliament and watched the debate from 
the parliamentary gallery. Thanks to all the organisations and 
individuals who contributed to making the petition and rally 
successful. We briefed many MPs in the lead up to the debate on 
how native forest logging is economically and environmentally 
unsustainable. 

We drew attention to the threat koalas face from the loss of habitat 
by coordinating a group of 20 wildlife carers from around the state to 
send an open letter to the Premier calling for urgent action to protect 
koalas' homes.  

We successfully blocked the expansion of the biomass industry in 
NSW, by contributing evidence to the successful legal case against 
the proposed Redbank Biomass Power Station. We also achieved 
statements of support from Newcastle Port and Newcastle City 
Council against native biomass exports, and initiated an 
investigation by the corporate regulator, ASIC, into biomass export 
plans by Sweetman Renewables after our investigations revealed 
potentially false and misleading claims.� 

We organised town-hall events in Moruya, Bega, and Coffs Harbour 
in alliance with local community groups and other environmental 
organisations. 

 

 » Expand total forest in the 
protected areas estate 
in NSW

»

»

»

»
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700 30,000 1,000+
volunteers recruited to 
help letterbox forest leaflets

NCC convenes an alliance of NSW environmental organisations united for our forests including: 

The Wilderness Society, WWF, North East Forest Alliance, National Parks Association of NSW, Birdlife 

Australia, International Fund for Animal Welfare, WIRES, National Trust, Humane Society International,  

Sydney Wildlife, Total Environment Centre, Wilderness Australia

leaflets delivered across east 
coast from Bega/Eden to 
Byron Bay

people emailed MPs demanding bans 
on native forest logging and burning 
native timber for electricity.

 

STAND UP FOR NATURE ALLIANCE

supporter submissions on Protection of 
the Environment Operations Act being 
reviewed by the EPA.

 

“Since the bushfires burned 40% of NSW state forests, it's time for a reset. 
It's simply untenable to continue chopping down these trees that koalas, 
gliders, and owls need for their very survival.”
— J A C Q U I  M U M F O R D ,  N A T U R E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O U N C I L  C E O
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1250
the size of a contract (in USD) Australian 
biomass companies claimed they had with 
a Japanese company which we discovered 
did not actually exist

$90
million



Protect the Gardens of 
Stone from the Angus 
Place coal mine  

Climate

Our Goal
 » Transition NSW beyond 

coal to 100% renewables 
by 2030

Our Strategy
 »

 
 

 
» Make polluting power 

stations pay for air pollution  

 

» Head off subsidies for coal 
power by growing the power 
of the movement beyond coal. 

What we’ve achieved
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The burning of coal for electricity in NSW declined by another 8% this 
year as energy from renewables started to contribute substantially to the 
grid. 

However, electricity generation is still the number-one source of climate 
pollution in NSW, and 69% of NSW electricity generation still comes from 
burning coal. This is why we have campaigned for the past five years to 
replace coal-fired power with wind, solar and storage.  

We have worked with member groups across the state to accelerate the 
shift from fossil fuels to clean energy. That work has included: 

Achieving a tightening of the Vales Point coal-fired power station 
licence conditions through raising the issue in the media, working 
with an alliance of local, environmental, and health groups, and 
lobbying the EPA directly. The new stricter licence will mean a 
reduction in the 650 cases of childhood asthma on the Central 
Coast which are attributable to coal power, as well as forcing the 
Vales Point power station to achieve further improvements or shift 
to clean energy.  

Successfully protecting the Gardens of Stone from the proposed 
Angus Place coal mine. NCC coordinated the Gardens of Stone 
Alliance, a powerful network of conservation groups who have 
been fighting to protect the Gardens of Stone for decades.  

Coordinating the printing and delivery of 15,000 “Climate Action 
Now” signs across the state in the lead up to the March federal 
election. Over 70 local community leaders, many from NCC 
member groups, became part of this powerful campaign to show 
candidates that their neighbourhoods want climate action.  

»

»

»
» Expose the true climate, 

environmental and health 
costs of coal



Gardens of Stone Alliance with:
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That is more than the annual emissions of 167 COUNTRIES
including AUSTRIA, NEW ZEALAND, and GREECE.

We worked in 2 major alliances:

Origin brought forward the closure of the 
BIGGEST COAL-FIRED POWER STATION 
IN AUSTRALIA BY

 

Beyond Coal Alliance with:
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“We’ve been calling on Energy Australia to build a battery on their site 
for months. Clean energy projects like [the Mt Piper mega-battery] 
mean there’s no reason to keep destroying our spectacular natural areas 
with future mining.”

— J U L I E  F A V E L L  F R O M  L I T H G O W  E N V I R O N M E N T  G R O U P ,  O C T  1 3 T H  2 0 2 2

Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth 

Australia, Environment Victoria, Climate 

Action Network Australia, Queensland 

Conservation Council and The Sunrise 

Project.

Lithgow Environment Group, Blue 

Mountains Conservation Society, 

Wilderness Australia, and the Blue 

Mountains World Heritage Institute.

(cutting 4 million tonnes of CO2 emissions)

REDUCTION IN COAL 
GENERATION IN NSW

MILLION 
TONNES

 
7 YEARS

to 2025.87
This will save

OF CO2



Organising

What we’ve achieved
Our Goal

 » To build a powerful, 
highly skilled and 
organised constituency 
for nature

Our Strategy
 »

 

 

»
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This year has been full of election campaigns – the NSW by-elections in 
February, the climate-focused federal election in May, and now the 
election campaign leading up to the NSW election in March 2023. 

Through all of these, the Nature Conservation Council of NSW and our 
movement for nature have been working hard to make sure that nature 
and climate have a voice. 

We engaged local groups in each of the four NSW by-elections in Bega, 
Monaro, Strathfield and Willoughby, to organise their own candidate 
forums talking about nature and climate.  

In the lead up to the federal election in May, we printed and distributed 
15,000 Climate Action Now signs and bin stickers across 70 distribution 
hubs in 38 electorates. We also organised doorknocking events and 
cohosted 5 candidate forums and supported a further 5. 

Our election efforts from this year have allowed us to grow the political 
power of the movement for nature, to strengthen our connection to 
groups across the state, and to increase their capacity for the future. 

As our election campaign kicks into gear for the NSW election in March 
2023, we are rolling out our bold and ambitious plans to grow and 
strengthen our movement while furthering our campaigns to protect 
koalas, the forests, the climate and our precious river systems. 

Build strong election 
campaigns that 
engage new 
supporters and 
groups across NSW 

Empower local leaders 

» Build long-lasting 
statewide power
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candidate forums
cohosted
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BEGA 
with Coastwatchers/SERCA 

MONARO 
with Climate Action Monaro 

STRATHFIELD 
with Climate Action Burwood/Canada Bay

WILLOUGHBY 
with Willoughby Environmental Protection Association 

Co-hosted 
candidate 

forums 
on nature 

and 
climate

in 
every 

electorate

Climate Action Now signs and bin stickers
printed and distributed across NSW

15,000
70 12,500 1,400
sign distribution hubs across 38
electorates

fliers comparing the parties on 
their climate policies handed 
out at prepoll

attendees to candidate forums that 
we co-hosted or supported

 

3 doorknocking events
23 doorknocking volunteers
310 doors knocked
161 meaningful conversations candidate forums

supported5

Federal Election - May 2022

NSW by-elections - February 2022



Push for improved 
implementation of 
the Basin Plan 

Water

Our Goal
 » Revive our Rivers – 

Restore Natural Flows 

Our Strategy

 
»  

 

 
»

Oppose new dams and 
water diversions  

»
Ensure water sharing plans 
are ecologically sustainable  

What we’ve achieved
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We have commenced a world-first legal action to protect rivers and wetlands. 

The case being brought in the NSW Land & Environment Court seeks to 
ensure future climate change is considered when decisions about water 
sharing plans are being made. If our legal action succeeds, decision makers 
will have to start taking climate change into account when setting 
catchment-wide irrigation extraction limits and environmental flow rules. 

Working with communities in the Basin and some dedicated politicians, NCC 
was successful in supporting an unprecedented four disallowances of the 
regulation in the Upper House. 

Floodplain harvesting is the diversion of flood water off floodplains into 
private dams with levee banks. The practice has been allowed to grow 
unchecked for decades, and contributed to the rapid ecological collapse and 
mass fish kills in the Darling-Baaka River during the 2017-2020 drought.  

While NCC supports the licencing of floodplain harvesting, the rules must 
protect the environment – and the current NSW government’s rules do not.  

We have been working in Sydney and in the regions to connect civil society 
groups who have shared concerns about the Murray-Darling Basin’s future.  

In June, we organised a screening of the gorgeous movie The River to an 
audience of our supporters in Sydney. After hearing from our water 
campaigner just how significant the impact of floodplain harvesting has 
been, many in the audience reached out to their local MPs to raise concerns.  

Over the past year, thousands of people have signed up to support our work 
to Revive Our Rivers. We also created explainer videos, regularly emailed 
supporters with campaign updates and encouraged them to make 
submissions to parliamentary inquiries. 
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4
times the 
floodplain 
harvesting 
regulation 
has been 

disallowed

 

90%
of Native Fish population

in last one hundred years

 

“The dispossession of my people’s water rights did not end last century. 
It is still happening today, and in fact it is accelerating.”
— P O L L Y  C U T M O R E ,  G O M E R O I  T R A D I T I O N A L  O W N E R ,  M O R E E ,  N O R T H W E S T  N S W

GLOBAL TERRESTRIAL CARBON 

LOST
16,500

people actively 
supporting 
our water 
campaign

1096 
BILLION

litres of water still to be recovered for 
the Murray-Darling Basin Plan by 2024



Policy & Research

 

» The rivers of the Murray-Darling Basin, 
water sharing plans and floodplain harvesting 
Efficient and environmentally friendly design 
rules for building, home and community design  
The uplisting of the koala to its endangered listing 
Burning of forest biomass for power 
Biodiversity offsetting 
Marine Park management 
New fossil fuel mines and proposed expansions 

 

»

 

»
 

»

 

»
 

» 
» 

meetings with MPs and political staffers 

submissions, including on:

meetings with the Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment, Local Land Services, 
the Environmental Protection Authority and 
the Natural Resources Commission 

30+

1 4   | 
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16+
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As the peak environment body in NSW, one of the ways we influence 
government policy is by providing expert advice to parliament, ministers, 
MPs and public servants on a range of environmental issues. 

Our policy advocacy draws on the expertise of our members and working 
groups and is complemented by strong grassroots campaigns.  

Policy advocacy over the past year has focused on ending native forest 
logging, preventing trees being burned for energy, revealing and stopping 
problematic biodiversity offsetting, reducing land clearing, advocating for 
climate friendly planning and development regulations, improving water 
policy, and hastening the transition from coal and gas to renewables.   

We participated in consultation processes and regulatory reviews, making 
30 submissions on issues ranging from clean air regulations, the 
sustainability of our food supplies, floodplain harvesting and water-sharing 
plans to koala conservation. 

One of our strategies is to share the stories of people affected by policy with 
decision makers. This year, when the NSW Parliament inquired into 
floodplain harvesting, we collected the stories of five community members 
along the Darling Baaka River, and submitted videos and transcripts to 
members of the Committee as a formal submission.  

The Committee found that floodplain harvesting has numerous economic, 
social, cultural and environmental impacts, and recommended that these 
impacts be assessed in setting flow targets.  Floodplain harvesting 
regulations that fail to address social, cultural and environmental impacts 
have been disallowed in the Legislative Council four times.  



Rapid Response 15

��

radio news hits and 
long-form interviews

1,317

151 TV news 
stories  

1,631  

stories online  

97  
media releases

300+
 interviews
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To ensure maximum impact, we focus our 
resources on core campaigns – forests, 
climate and water. However, we are also 
nature's watch-dog, shining a sharp light 
on a great range of issues.  

We've rapidly influenced the successful disallowance 
of regulations that would have allowed floodplain 
harvesting to further harm our rivers. We've celebrated 
the announcement of the early closure of Erarang 
Power Station, helped stop a biomass plant and 
supported our allies’ calls to reduce feral horse 
numbers in Kosciuszko National Park. 

This year, we mobilised the NCC community to show their 
support for climate action during the 2022 federal election 
campaign. Yellow 'Climate Action Now' signs became a 
constant visual throughout the campaign all over NSW. 

We also support member groups with local campaigns. 
Media, political outreach and website support are some of 
the ways we lend a hand to the many important campaigns 
run by grass-roots community groups. This year we worked 
with our members across the state on: 

• Critiquing mountain bike proposals in National Parks 
and areas of significant biodiversity value across NSW

• Protesting developments on the urban fringe of 
Sydney that threatened ecologically significant areas 
and owl habitat 

• Building power in local communities in the Inner West 
seeking to complete a long overdue regional park 

• Stopping the sale and redevelopment of an area of 
bush with environmental and heritage significance in 
southern Sydney 

• Supporting members’ submissions on Water Sharing 
plans in western NSW 



Healthy Ecosystems Programs

Hotspots Fire Project 

 

 

 » 105 landholders supported 

 » 9,411 hectares of land
better managed 

 » 75 fire management plans 
completed

 » 7  community workshops 
delivered 

 » 2 conference presentations

 
» 1   Wires/Landcare post-fire 

recovery program delivered

 » 10+ Hotspots inspired workshops

 » 1   fire fact sheet: Understanding 
fuel and fire behaviour

 » 45 NCC representatives 
supported on 38 Bushfire 
Management Committees  

 » <4,100             online connections 
were made

 
» 4 policy submissions were 

contributed to

 

»
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The Hotspots Fire Project is an 
education and training program we 
deliver with the NSW Rural Fire Service 
to help landholders prepare for 
bushfires and understand fire’s role in 
the environment.

People who live near bushland know 
the risks fire poses to life and property 
but they often don’t understand the 
role it plays in the survival of native 
plants and animals.

The Hotspots Fire Project workshops 
give people skills to create 
property-based fire management 
plans, mitigate bushfire risk and 
maintain biodiversity and cultural 
values.

Since 2005, we have run 166 
workshops for 2,847 landholders and 
helped create almost 1,575 fire 
management plans covering more 
than 279,411 hectares of the state.

This year, major flooding has challenged 
the project to remain flexible in its 
delivery, ensuring all landholders 
involved are supported in all conditions.  

The independent expert inquiry into the 
2019-20 bushfire season commissioned 
by the NSW Government praised the 
Hotspots Fire Project as a good 
community engagement tool that 
provides hands-on education to 
landholders. The inquiry’s final report 
strongly supported Hotspots workshops 
being delivered in more areas and more 
frequently. Based on the inquiry’s 
recommendation, the Hotspots Fire 
Project is currently being reviewed by RFS 
to learn from the program’s successes.  

Hotspots Fire Project Partners: NSW RFS, Local Land 

Services, Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Local Councils, NSW Farmers, Forestry Corporation, 

Wollongong University and the Queensland Fire and 

Biodiversity Consortium.

 » 2   landholder booklets updated

The Bushfire Program aims to ensure 
that through education and advocacy 
bushfire risk to life and property is 
managed in ecologically sustainable 
ways.

We do this by supporting 
environmental representatives on 
state and regional bushfire 
management committees. In this way, 
nature has a seat at the table when 
important decisions are being made.

Our Fire and Restoration Resource Hub 
has created a community of more than 
600 people who share information and 
ideas about how fire can rehabilitate 
degraded landscapes and restore 

ecological integrity.

We also conduct community education 
workshops on the role of fire in 
fire-prone ecosystems and on native 
wildlife.

This year, the Bushfire Program 
supported the fire-affected community 
in the Kangaroo Valley, connecting local 
residents with environmental groups, 
Traditional Owners, local agencies and 
ecologists.  At an all-day workshop they 
discussed fire preparedness, recovery and 
the impact of fire on local species such as 
the brush-tailed rock wallaby.

95 participants attended 4 
Bushfire Program workshops 

» 18 articles published on the 
Fire and Restoration Hub

»    newsletters sent to over 
960 recipients 
2
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Large Forest Owls Project 

 

 

This work is supported by the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment through the Saving Our Species 
program and the NSW Environmental Trust.

 » 26 wildlife sound monitors 
installed, data analysed 

 » 15 project participants 

 » 4 presentations to different 
community landholder groups 
and agencies.

 
»

H E A LT H Y  E C O SYS T E M S  P RO G R A M S   |   1 7

The Large Forest Owls Project aims to 
ensure the survival of barking, masked 
and powerful owls in the 
Richmond-Clarence Lowlands on the 
mid-north coast (northern rivers). 

The presence of large owls is usually a 
sign that a forest is healthy and 
functioning as it should.    

Sadly, these owls are struggling in 
some regions because of the loss of 
habitat, particularly large 
hollow-bearing trees that are vital as 
nesting sites for owls and their prey.  

We have been working with 
landholders to identify, monitor, 
protect and enhance owl habitat, 
including nesting sites and food 
supplies.   

Through training and education, we 
give people the tools to monitor and 
maintain these species on their 
properties over the long-term.

We digitally record vocalisations of owls 
and their prey and locate areas owls like 
to use, including potential nest sites.   

We also install nest boxes and monitor 
the recovery of owls and their prey 
species.

Following the particularly challenging 
years in 2019-20, with drought, fires, flood 
and the pandemic, the participants have 
continued to face challenges this year.   

Despite these difficulties, we have 
continued to monitor recovery post-fire 
and support landholders to protect and 
conserve these important species.   

The Large Forest Owls Project draws on 
knowledge we have acquired from 
decades of conservation programs and 
partnerships with government and 
non-government organisations, 
Traditional Owners and other private 
landholders.

collaborated with Yaegl Rangers 
to install nest boxes and 
acoustic monitors 

» Detected dingo, koala, yellow-
bellied glider, squirrel glider and 
powerful owl calls across sites 

The Gimme Shelter project
Following the 2019-20 Black Summer 
bushfires, we launched an urgent 
nest-box campaign to provide shelter 
for wildlife.

Many Australian animals rely on tree 
hollows for shelter, denning and 
rearing their young.   

Mammals such as gliders, possums and 
microbats, birds ranging from owls and 
cockatoos to pardalotes and 
treecreepers, all need hollows to 
complete their life cycle.  

Thanks to donors, we raised enough to 
install 360 nest boxes on the North 
Coast to provide urgent homes for 
these vulnerable species. 

Through our Large Forest Owls project 
and working with participating 
landholders, we quickly installed boxes 
in severely burnt landscapes where we 
had acoustic data on the species found 
there before the fires. 

This enabled us to target these sites 
with boxes designed for each species’ 
specific needs.  

We are now monitoring the boxes to 
assess the long-term recovery of 
fire-affected fauna and ecosystems. 

After the first year, approximately 80% 
of the boxes are being used, an 
extremely good result.

We are still very concerned about the 
greater glider and the yellow-bellied 
glider, which appear to be severely 
affected by the loss of large 
hollow-bearing trees. 

That's why it was so wonderful to 
discover that greater glider were using 
nest boxes for the first time on one site. 
Planning is underway to install a 
further 130 boxes.  

Long-term monitoring and habitat 
restoration work is crucial to 
understand and respond to these 
severe fire events. 



Movement Building

���

LOCAL COMMUNITY 
ACTION GROUPS
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115 
work on nature

24
work on climate

46
work on nature and climate

10
are new members since 2021

92
are in the greater Sydney region

36
are in northern NSW

18
are in western NSW

30
are in southern NSW

N A T U R E  C O N S E RVA T I O N  C O U N C I L

179 



Our Allies and PartnersOur Members

Our vision is to make our 
movement so large, diverse, 
skilled and formidable that it 
cannot be ignored.

19

  |   1 9M OV E M E N T  B U I L D I N G

As the peak body for conservation and 
climate action in NSW, we are building 
the capacity of the entire movement. We 
do this through training, media and 
campaign assistance.  

We support a variety of environmental 
bodies, ranging in size from small 
bushcare groups to large regional and 
state-wide organisations. The network is 
close to 180 groups strong.  

While many of these groups have made 
great gains for the environment on their 
own, the movement’s greatest achieve-
ments have always come from collabora-
tion and collective action.  

Consequently, bringing member groups 
together and coordinating campaigns is a 
core part of our work. 

We also provide practical support to our 
members through training and by liaising 
with ministerial offices.  

We amplify their voices through the 
media, in public debates, in parliament 
and other halls of power. 

Our internal structure of working groups 
and member alliances is designed to 
harnesses the skills and expertise of the 
whole conservation movement.  

This enables us to give government a 
clear, evidence-based, aspirational and 
inspirational policy agenda for the state.  

We co-founded the Community Organising Fellowship with the Change 
Agency to build people power and enable emerging leaders to be 
supported and mentored by experts across our movement.  

Our work with the Sydney Alliance aims to diversify the climate movement 
by organising as part of a coalition of community and religious 
organisations, schools and unions.

We are a founding member of the Hunter Jobs Alliance, a coalition of 
unions and environment groups advocating for a low-carbon and 
sustainable future in the Hunter, building community leadership and 
respecting the dignity of workers. 

We work with conservation groups and individuals as part of the North 
East Forest Alliance (NEFA) to fight threats to our native forests and 
wildlife. This collaborative approach is essential to achieving wins for 
nature. Working with NEFA was crucial to our success in keeping 
old-growth forests protected in northern NSW.   

Together with Wilderness Australia (formerly the Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness), the Lithgow Environment Group and the Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society we formed the Gardens of Stones Alliance to protect 
the natural beauty and wildlife conservation values of this important Blue 
Mountains landscape. 

As part of the Lifeblood Alliance, we work with environmental, Indigenous 
and community groups to keep the Murray-Darling-Baaka River system 
healthy for current and future generations. 

We collaborate on joint campaigns, policy reviews, demonstrations and 
parliamentary inquiries with many allied organisations including WWF, 
The Wilderness Society, Total Environment Centre, Wilderness Australia, 
Friends of the Earth, Australian Conservation Foundation, National Parks 
Association of NSW, North East Forests Alliance, Environmental Justice 
Australia and the Environmental Defenders Office. 

We thank all the groups who work with us to protect our precious lands, 
waters and natural habitats. 

A powerful conservation movement relies on strong, 
strategic partnerships to maximise positive impacts 
for nature and the climate. We work with a range of 
allies on all our campaigns and in our organising and 
conservation programs. 



Funding & Legacy

Thank You

We especially want to thank the following

 

foundations and donors: Legacy giving
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Our work would not be possible without the generosity 
of our supporters. We sincerely thank all our donors, 
bequestors, grantors and the over a thousand people 
who give regularly to our Voices for Nature program for 
helping us make a positive impact for our land, waters, 
wildlife and communities. 

Sujata Allan, Ben Appleton, Jan Ardill, Australian 
Communities Foundation, Roy Bishop, Kenn 
Clacher, Phillip Cornwell, Kerry Darcovich, Riki 
Davidson, Margaret & Peter Donovan, Thomas 
Ebersoll, Jane and Mark Fulton, Esther Gallant, 
Graeme Wood Foundation, Gumtree Foundation, 
Colin Hindmarsh, Elisabeth Hodson, Claire Hooper, 
Isaacson Davis Foundation, Hazel Kettler, Di 
Kilbride, Peter Krinks, Carole and Peter Lamont, 
Carolyn Loton, Elizabeth Macgregor, Susan Mackay, 
Ken Mason, John McKinnon, Jonathan Milford, 
Melanie Mucenski, Sarah Nguyen, Brendan Nugent, 
Susan and Alan Robertson, Smiths Pty Limited, 
Sutherland Shire Environment Centre, Julie Taylor 
Mills, Robert Thomas, Elisa Trepp, Kay Vernon, Don 
White

We speak for nature so the places and 
animals we love can thrive.  

The iconic beauty of NSW’s forests, rivers 
and wildlife relies on the determination of 
those who advocate for a safe climate and 
the protection of nature.   

The environment movement is constantly 
being challenged.  

This means as an organisation we must be 
resilient in the face of adversity.  

We are in this fight for the long haul, but 
powerful campaigns and programs need 
resourcing.    

Gifts left to us — big and small — by 
passionate nature lovers who want to 
make a difference leave a beautiful legacy.   

We are so grateful for their support and to 
all those who share our vision of a just, 
ecologically sustainable society. 
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You can access our financial statements on nature.org.au

 
 

 

           Grants and sponsorship      $1,922,760

           Donations  $1,526,972

           Other revenue  $209,547

            Bequests 

 

$11,634

           Interest 

 

$5,521

 

$3,676,434

           Environmental advocacy  $2,255,005

           Environmental programs  $528,683

           Fundraising  $518,559

           Administration and overheads  $337,004

           Member services and governance  $124,000

 $3,763,251

Our funding Our work
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67 Years of Wins

Movement Building

NSW National Parks Association 
founded 1957 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
founded 1961 

Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
founded 1968 

Total Environment Centre founded 1972 

North Coast Environment Council 
formed 1976 

NSW Environment Defender’s Office 
established 1985 

South East Region Conservation Alliance 
(SERCA) formed 2005 

Better Planning Network established 2012

NCC founded 
in 1955 

We Fought For 

We helped establish

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Environment Protection Authority 

Uranium Mining and Nuclear Facilities 
(Prohibitions) Act 1986 

Urban Bushland State Environmental 
Planning Policy 1986 

NSW Wilderness Act 1987  

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995   

Marine Parks Act 1997  

Native Vegetation Act 2003

NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974 
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Community Organising Fellowship (COF) 
established 2014 

Electricity Infrastructure Investment Act 2020 
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We helped protect 

350,000 hectares of marine protected waters 
1997-2020 – Batemans, Cape Byron, Jervis Bay, 
Lord Howe Island, Port Stephens-Great Lakes, 
Solitary Islands 

World Heritage listing for Greater Blue 
Mountains 2000 

1 million+ hectares of forest protected 
through Regional Forest Agreements 1999 

World Heritage listing for Gondwanan 
Rainforests 1996

7 million
hectares of national park 
created 1968-2021

Classic victories 

Up to 80,000 hectares of old-growth forest
saved from logging 2020 

 

 

 

tonnes of emissions reduced through the 
Electricity Infrastructure Investment Act 2020 

90 million
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Two massive renewable energy zones
declared 2019 

Pro-developer Planning Bill defeated 2013 

Hunting in national parks proposal
defeated 2013 

Williams River, Dungog, saved from Tillegra 
Dam proposal 2010 

Deforestation on farmland regulated 2003 

Uranium mining banned 1986 

Kelly’s Bush bushland (Hunters Hill) saved 
from development 1983 

Terania Creek Forest saved from logging 1982 

North coast rainforests saved from
logging 1982 

520,000 hectares added to national parks 
since 2019   



CONTACT

         (02) 9516 1488        

         ncc@nature.org.au

1/79 Myrtle Street,  
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