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30x30 – What 
does it mean 
and how 
should it 
inform our 
advocacy?



30 by 30 or the High Ambition Target- what does 
it mean for nature in NSW?



Origins of 30 by 30 

High Ambition Coalition

Instigated by the Marshall Islands in 2015

The High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People is an intergovernmental group of maore than 
100 countries co-chaired by Costa Rica and France, and by the United Kingdom as Ocean co-chair, 
championing a global deal for nature and people with the central goal of protecting at least 30 
percent of the world’s land and ocean by 2030.  The 30 by 30 target is a global target which aims 
to halt the accelerating loss of species, and protect vital ecosystems that are the source of our 
economic security

Australia joined in July 2021

UN Kunming Declaration 2021

Improve the effectiveness, and increase the coverage, globally, of area-based conservation and 
management through enhancing and establishing effective systems of protected areas and 
adopting other effective area-based conservation measures, as well as spatial planning tools, to 
protect species and genetic diversity and reduce or eliminate threats to biodiversity, recognizing 
the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities and ensuring their full and effective 
participation



Origins of 30 by 30

UN Convention on Biological Diversity 2021

First Draft Global Biodiversity Framework

Ensure that at least 30% globally of land areas and of sea areas, especially areas of particular 
importance for biodiversity and its contributions to people, are conserved through effectively and 
equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-connected systems of protected areas 
and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes 
and seascapes.

The framework is to be refined at COP 15 in December 2022

International Union for the Conservation of Nature

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) set the 2012 Aichi Target 11 of 
protected at least 17% of lands and 10% of seas in Protected Areas and areas subject to ‘Other 
area-based conservation measures’.  Those targets were adopted as goals for the National 
Reserve System. 

Adopted a resolution in 2016 for State Members to protect at least 30% of all marine habitats in 
marine protected areas or ‘Other effective area-based conservation measures’ (OECMs)



Origins of 30 by 30

International Union for the Conservation of Nature

The September 2021 IUCN World Conservation Congress formally endorsed a motion calling on 
all members, to recognise

the evolving science, the majority of which supports protecting, conserving and restoring at least 
half or more of the planet is likely necessary to reverse biodiversity loss, address climate change 
and as a foundation for sustainably managing the whole planet.

at a minimum, a target of effectively and equitably protecting and conserving at least 30% of 
terrestrial areas and of inland waters … and of coastal and marine areas, respectively, with a 
focus on sites of particular importance for biodiversity, in well-connected systems of protected 
areas and other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) by 2030 in the post-2020 
global biodiversity framework.

IUCN argues that ‘the economic benefits of conserving at least 30% of the planet far outweigh 
the costs ,due to benefits from ecosystem services’ 

and that ‘Protecting at least 30% of the planet is affordable, beneficial and practical – at a 
fraction of the money invested in other forms of public and private spending’. 



Adoption of 30 by 30

• 2020 G7 leaders endorsed managing at least 30% of the Planet for biodiversity conservation 
purposes

• Former PM Morrison returns from G7 meeting announcing that Australia had joined the High 
Ambition Coalition and was committed to 30 by 30.  

• PM Albanese and Environment Minister Plibersek confirmed Australia’s commitment to 30 by 
30 in 2022

• States agreed to 30 by 30 at Environment Ministers’ meeting in 2022. 



What does it mean in practice?

IUCN Paper Conserving at least 30% of the Planet by 2030- What should count

A comprehensive review of the scientific literature1 shows that 30% is a minimum target for land, sea and 
freshwater to protect and conserve key biodiversity values, including species at risk, high-biodiversity 
areas, key migration sites, spawning areas, and ecologically intact areas which protect large-scale 
ecological processes. Adding in climate refugia and areas of high carbon density increases the area 
required to over 50%.  

The “at least 30%” figure should include only protected areas and ‘other effective area-based conservation 
measures’ (OECMs). Both these types of area-based conservation measures are well defined under the 
Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD) and both have extensive CBD and IUCN guidance. 

Beyond protected and conserved areas there is a clear need to apply the best sustainability practices to 
the remaining 70% of the globe in a Whole Earth approach.

The IUCN’s definitions of Protected Areas (PA) are reflected in the Australian National Reserve System and 
are consistent with the reserve categories under the National Parks and Wildlife Act and Marine Estate 
Management Act.  



What does it mean in practice?

Protected Areas must have clear ecological objectives and management should place nature 
conservation as the highest priority.

The highest level of protection applies to Category 1 PAs such as Nature Reserves and Wilderness 
Areas, with only slightly lesser protection for Category 2 Pas such as National Parks.  

OECMs are defined under the Convention for Biological Diversity.  They are 

‘Geographically defined area[s] other than a Protected Area, which [are] governed and managed 
in ways that achieve positive and sustained long-term outcomes for the in situ conservation of 
biodiversity with associated ecosystem functions and services and where applicable, cultural, 
spiritual, socio-economic, and other locally relevant values.

and OECMs are meant to provide effective long-term conservation of whole ecosystems with high 
biodiversity value, with conservation outcomes equivalent to those of Protected Areas.’ 

While OECMs may be managed for multiple outcomes they must generate comparable nature 
conservation outcomes as a Protected Area to qualify under 30 by 30.  

OECMs come with different tenure, ownership, title, land use and management regimes. 



What does it mean in practice?

Indigenous Protected Areas (IPAs) are often managed in ways that retain and enhance 
biodiversity values.  The IUCN guidance states that ‘Indigenous territories may be counted toward 
the 30% target so long as they deliver effective long-term conservation of important biodiversity, 
but only when the traditional owners have given their consent. Such territories may be counted 
either as protected areas or OECMs depending on the goals established by the traditional 
owners’.

IUCN sees protecting Key Biodiversity Areas as the most important factor for determining where 
30 by 30 is applied.  This reflects an international concern that many existing PAs are poorly 
located and/or poorly managed from a biodiversity conservation perspective.  

At an international level IUCN estimates that only 61% of currently identified Key Biodiversity 
Areas are partially or completely included in PAs or OECMs



The challenge for NSW

As at today, 9.7% of NSW lands are gazetted as Protected Areas, while approximately 7.5% of our waters 
are protected as Marine Sanctuary Zones.  

The first National Park (now known as Royal National Park) was established in 1879.  It has taken nearly 
150 years to get towards 10% protection for our lands and waters.  

OECMs, especially Indigenous Protected Areas and lands managed by non-government conservation 
organisations (eg AWC, Bush Heritage, BCT covenanted lands), apply to a high proportion of lands in 
Western Australia, the Northern Territory, South Australia and Queensland.  

Indeed, the previous and present Australian Governments have both suggested that, with the inclusion of 
IPAs and Commonwealth Marine Parks, that Australia has already reached the 30 by 30 targets.  

A questionable assertion, especially in respect to whether multi-use zones in Commonwealth Marine 
Parks satisfy the requirements for either PA or OECM. 

Irrespective of the national ‘count’ the situation is very different in NSW, with a much smaller proportion 
of IPAs (many of which are under joint management arrangements and still gazetted as PA) and very poor 
standards of biodiversity conservation across Marine Parks.  

Lifting NSW from 10% to 30% within the next 8 years is a huge undertaking.



Workshop issues

Is 30 by 30 relevant to NSW, or should we simply rely upon the national accounting?

If we do pursue the ‘high ambition’, at what scale should it be applied?
• State
• IBRA bioregion/subregion
• Habitat types, vegetation communities, PCTs, TECs etc
• Geographic/electoral/economic regions

How do we ensure connectivity and the incorporation of areas of high biodiversity value?

Should PAs continue to be evaluated on Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative Principles (CAR)?

If CAR cannot deliver enough high values lands, what about lands with potential for ecological restoration 
and rehabilitation?

What part do State Forests have to play in 30 by 30?

Are the current governance arrangements for PA and OECM in NSW, ie, national parks, nature reserves, 
state conservation areas, Aboriginal areas, aquatic reserves, marine parks, Indigenous Protected Areas, 
areas subject to BCT covenant or agreements, sufficient to enable a rapid increase in the levels of 
protection across the State?

The western 2/3 of NSW- conservation in heavily cleared landscapes



Holly Parsons, Birdlife Australia

Andrew Sneddon, Australian Association of 
Environmental Education

From 
individual 
action comes 
community 
building



BirdLife Australia
Building a movement for birds: insights into our 

SGARs campaign



BirdLife Australia on the frontline for 120 years



The Problem!



The Science: Powerful Owls and SGARs

• 37/38 owl livers had ARs: 10% fatal, 60% sublethal
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Our steps to win

Presence of SGARs 
in the environment 
reduced

SGARs are banned 
from domestic retail

APVMA regulates to 
ban SGARs from 
domestic retail

Industry 
engagement

Build scientific 
evidence

States and 
Territories move to 
ban or regulate 
SGARs

Voters mobilise 
pressure State 
jurisdictions

Consumers don't 
purchase SGARs

Retailers voluntarily  
take SGARs off 
shelves

Other retailers move 
voluntarily

Bunnings moves 
voluntarily

Pet Owners are 
educated via Vets, 
Pet Insurance and 
other channels 

Consumers are 
educated via media 
coverage and local 
engagment

Councils  (and other 
property managers) 
change pest 
management 
practices



What is BirdLife Australia working on? 

• Expanding our scientific evidence

• Australian Pesticides Veterinary Medicines Authority- formal review

• State based bans and regulations

• Engaging with 

– The pest control industry 

– Vets

– Primary producers

– Pet insurance companies

• Raising profile at a national level

• Facilitating action groups – new and old 

with support, networks and resources



Action Group Action!

1. The community 

• Set up an action group and build a network 

• Raise awareness and distribute resources

2. Talk to local retailers,  e.g Bunnings/Independent 
grocer’s 

• Remove SGARs products from their 
shelves 

• Talk about pest management in house

3. Encourage bird-safe councils –

• Ask the to become a hero in our campaign?

• Ask them about changing their pest control 
practices and inform the community

• Action groups – learn from each other from individuals to 

other NGOs

• We don’t govern them, they have their own priorities

• Regular meetings to coordinate local activities 



Resources toolkit

2 x Brochures 

• Pet-friendly rodent control: for Vets and Pet owners 

– Keeping pets and other animals safe

– A letter for your vet. 

• Bird-friendly rodent control for Gardeners/households

– Make your garden bird-friendly (not rat-friendly!)

– Compost heaps, and encouraging native predators

• Both brochures have suggested alternatives. 

Poster to put up in the community 

Online resources – Google folder

– How to talk to retailors 

– How to set up a community group

– Meeting with Councillors

– Meeting minute/action agenda 

– BirdLife Sign up page



Advocacy and the Blitz

Bunnings Campaign

• Raise awareness and exposure about the issue

• Leverage their size and weight

National blitz event from the 18th- 24th of July

• To raise awareness of the dangers of SGARs and impact on birds of prey, pets and 

wildlife.

• To influence councils to change their pest management practices and talk to the 

community about household use 

Uptake

• More than 40k actions

• 25k Bunnings signatures

• 13k messages to the APVMA

• 1300 emails to councils (with 30+ taking action)



What will winning looks like? 

1. An alliance of Action groups organise across the country

– Action groups meet and network with local groups 
and influencers in their community, i.e., Vets, 
councillors, retailors, garden groups

2. We see regular and prominent media coverage 

3. We see visible sustained community opposition 

- Action group run events/blitz/rally/day of 
action/seminars with Pets, Vets, local retailor heroes and 
experts presenting 

4. Councils express concern & support strict conditions – join 
the band of owl friendly councils. 

5. Bunnings Ban Rodenticides 

6. The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA) bans SGARs from public retail shelves

7. WIN! And see Birds, Pets, and Wildlife safer



Where are we at?

1. An alliance of Action groups organise across the 
country

– Action groups meet and network with local 
groups and influencers in their community, i.e., 
Vets, councillors, retailors, garden groups

2. We see regular and prominent media coverage 

3. We see visible sustained community opposition 

- Action group run events/blitz/rally/day of 
action/seminars with Pets, Vets, local retailor heroes and 
experts presenting 

4. Councils express concern & support strict conditions 
– join the band of owl friendly councils. 

5. Bunnings Ban Rodenticides 

6. The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA) bans SGARs from public retail shelves

7. WIN! And see Birds, Pets, and Wildlife safer



Take Away: What has worked?

• Planning – but being adaptive

• Consider all angles – where does the 

change need to happen (legislation, 

level of gov, community, industry)

• Amplifying voices, learning from 

others

• Science is good – but use 

storytelling

• Give a hoot



BirdLife Australia
Presentation Headline



BirdLife encourages volunteers to commit their 
time and knowledge in a range of ways



The Issue: Anticoagulant Rodenticides

• Effectively blood thinners

• “first-generation” FGARs  

– multiple dose: wafarin, coumatetralyl, 

diphacinone

– Break down in body fast

• “second-generation” SGARs 

– single dose: difenacoum, brodifacoum, 

bromadiolone and difethialone 

– Accumulates in liver and slow to break 

down

• Both take 5-7 days to take effect

• Most off the shelf baits are SGARs

• Regulated and restricted internationally

Photo: Peter McKay



Nature Conservation Council Conference
Sat 5th Nov 2022

Individual Action to Community Building



Andrew Snedden

Australian Association for 

Environmental Education -

NSW Chapter 

(AAEE NSW)



Who is AAEE NSW?

AAEE NSW is a State Chapter of the Australian Association for Environmental Education -

the national peak professional assocation for environmental educators.

We support Education for Sustainability (EfS) in NSW through:

• promoting effective use of education and engagement to live more sustainably

• supporting members 

• building strength in local networks that facilitate collaboration and skill sharing



Who am I to call myself an Environmental Educator?

Jen Ringbauer

"An environmental educator is any leader 

who inspires change at any level, and in 

any way, for the betterment of Earth and 

all of Earth's communities."





Individual Action 

to 

Community Building



Individual Action 

Individual Responsibility

≠



Examples of 

environmental educators 

in action...





Community Educator of 

the Year (2021)
Highly Commended

Sami Bayly 
Illustrator and Author



Community Educator of the Year (2021) - Highly Commended

Sami Bayly 

Illustrator and Author



Community Educator of 

the Year (2021)
Winner

Jane Smith 
Central Coast Environmental 

Education Network (CCEEN)



Community Educator of the Year (2021) - Winner

Jane Smith

Central Coast Environmental Education Network (CCEEN)





Managing eco-emotions

Fri 9th Dec at 1pm Sun 27th Nov at 3.30pm
(fourth Sunday of every month)



aaeensw.org.au


