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How to Submit an Abstract 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 13th Biennial Bushfire Conference 

Managing Bushfire Together: Applying science, skills and stories  

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th May 2023, Sydney 

Field Day on Friday 26th May 2023  

Thinking of presenting at the conference?  

We look forward to receiving your abstract! We are taking submissions for presenting via 3 format options: oral 
presentations (12 mins, 3 mins questions), speed talks (4 mins, 1 min question and changeover) and posters (enables 
discussion with conference delegates). Please read the below and consider which sub-themes your presentation best 
fits. To submit an abstract of your proposed presentation for consideration please complete an Abstract Submission 
Form which is available on our website by the 27th February 2023, and email it to: 
NCCBushfireConference@nature.org.au  
 
The NCC Bushfire Conference 2023 will be largely an in-person conference and all presenters are required to present 
in person at the Teachers Federation Conference Centre in Sydney (unless unavoidable or otherwise arranged).  
 

Key Conference Theme 

The conference theme is Managing Bushfire Together: Applying science, skills and stories. We are seeking 
presentations drawn from evidence-based research, on-ground projects, as well as the knowledge and 
understandings of people, to explore how to better work together, understand and resolve challenges in bushfire 
management and environmental conservation. We welcome presenters from agencies, practitioners, Traditional 
Owners and First Nations people, academics, community groups, land managers or individuals. Programs, projects, 
strategies and stories that bring together previously unaligned groups, disciplines, interests or objectives will attract 
our eye, as will those that have reached across actual or arbitrary boundaries to build on existing methods or 
advance new ideas in sustainable fire management. Living in this age of climate change, we hope to grow and adapt 
from the science, skills and stories shared at this conference for better practices in bushfire management for both 
healthy landscapes and people.  

Sub Themes 

The fire triangle with heat, oxygen and fuel is a simple way of explaining the components that are needed for fire to 
occur. Our sub-themes utilise these components to describe the challenges, lessons and potential solutions to 
managing fire together. All presentations can incorporate the key conference theme with a focus on one of the three 
sub-themes outlined below.   
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1.  Heat: Climate Change and Changing Systems 

We’ve got heat from Climate Change which is rapidly affecting everything we know about natural systems 
worldwide. Utilising this sub-theme, presentations can explore how the effects of Climate Change are influencing or 
changing systems, the approaches used and lessons learned from managing bushfires together. Systems can range 
from ecological to structural to systemic or more. Solutions on how to better prepare and manage fire together to 
protect community, environmental and cultural assets now and for the future will be welcomed. Some suggested 
example topics include but are not limited to: 

• What has been the impact of climate change effects on natural systems and communities, how have 
approaches of methods changed, or how have people adapted and how can we learn from recent events? 

• What are the challenges facing on-ground management in bushfire mitigation and suppression and how can 
we best prepare human and ecological communities for the future?  

2. Oxygen: Recovery, Resilience and Innovation 

What gives us the oxygen needed for recovery, resilience and innovation? Presenters can share discoveries on the 
state of the environment since the 2019/20 fire season, and any challenges they faced during the recovery, 
restoration and regeneration of natural landscapes or of local communities. This can include examples from 
successful adaptative management methods, novel enterprises, integration of existing practices, or improving 
understanding for more resilient and healthy communities now and for future adaptations. Some suggested example 
topics: 

• What has happened to our human and natural communities, and how can we resolve the challenges facing 
the recovery, restoration and regeneration of both natural landscapes and people for long term health?  

• What new and novel approaches are being implemented in promoting ecosystem, community and landscape 
health and how do we incorporate adaptive management? 

3. Fuel: Collaborative Communities  

How can we fuel better connected and more collaborative communities? Examples of research, on-ground projects, 
or cultural practices that explore and explain how different groups have successfully connected and collaborated for 
better fire management, cultural or environmental outcomes is the focus. What are the barriers and how have you 
overcome challenges for better understanding of fire and land management, and protection of biodiversity and 
communities from bushfire? Some suggested example topics:     

• How have communities and organisations collaborated to prepare and respond to and recover from the 
effects of climate change and bushfires in our landscapes, and where can we improve? 

• How have cultural understandings of fire changed fire management today, and what further changes are 
needed?  

How to submit your presentation proposal 
Complete the Abstract Submission Form on and email by the latest Monday 27th February 2023 to 
NCCBushfireConference@nature.org.au. We encourage early submission of abstracts. Example abstracts from the 
2021 conference abstract booklet and the 2021 conference program are available on NCC’s website. 
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
We encourage presenters to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the location of where work was conducted 
during all presentations (either verbally or as text on slides or posters). 
 
Contact: If you would like to discuss your presentation themes or abstract submission please contact us.  
Dr Evelyn Chia, Bushfire Program Coordinator; or Lucy Tremain, Healthy Ecosystems Program Officer 
Phone: (02) 9516 0359  Email: NCCBushfireConference@nature.org.au  
Website: nature.org.au/bushfire_conference_2023 
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