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35 Years 
of NCAP
2012	marked	NCAP’s	35th	anniversary.	It’s	hard	to	believe,	
but	our	organization	has	spent	the	last	three	and	a	half	decades	
working	to	protect	people	and	the	environment	from	toxic	harm	
caused	by	pesticides!	

During	that	time	at	NCAP,	we’ve	witnessed	a	lot	of	change.	
Some	change	was	good,	like	the	cancellation	of	the	ultra-toxic	
herbicide	2,4,5-T,	and	the	meteoric	rise	of	organic	farming	
within	the	mainstream.	But	some	change	was	bad,	like	the	
unchecked	use	of	biotechnology	to	create	herbicide	tolerant	
crops.

It’s	clear	that	even	after	35	years,	there	is	a	lot	of	work	left	to	
do.	New	challenges	are	constantly	emerging,	and	the	various	
landscapes	of	pesticide	reform	are	constantly	changing	-	both	
figurally	in	terms	of	the	socio-political	side	of	our	work,	
and	literally	in	terms	of	climate	change	and	its	effects.	
Predictability	and	familiarity	are	fast	becoming	things	of	the	
past,	and	yet,	we	still	have	a	responsibility	to	remain	effective.	
I	believe	we	can	do	it...but	we	can’t	do	it	alone.

The	time,	money,	and	energy	you	give,	the	commitment	you	
show	to	the	health	of	our	communities	and	our	planet...these	
things	are	integral	to	winning	the	change	we	hope	for.	That’s	
why	we’re	not	just	congratulating	you	on	35	years	of	shared	
successes,	we’re	urging	you	to	help	us	carry	the	fight	forward.

Our	vision	is	one	of	a	future	in	which	alternatives	to	pesticides	
are	no	longer	alternatives,	but	the	norm.	

Since	we’d	like	that	vision	to	become	a	reality	sooner	rather	
than	later,	it	doesn’t	sound	quite	right	to	say	“Here’s	to	another	
35	years.”	On	the	other	hand,	if	that’s	how	long	it	takes,	then	
we’re	game.	

Are	you?

Kim Leval
Executive Director, NCAP
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As	part	of	a	special	event	celebrating	the	organization’s	35th	anniversary,	current	and	former	members	
of	NCAP’s	staff	and	board	gathered	at	the	Maude	Kerns	Art	Center	during	the	2012	Public	Interest	
Environmental	Law	Conference	in	Eugene,	OR.	Many	supporters	and	conference	guests	came	for	a	chance	
to	meet	and	talk	with	some	of	the	people	who	have	had	such	an	impact	on	NCAP’s	work	over	the	years.	As	
an	added	bonus,	a	collection	of	artwork	by	the	late	Mary	Rounds,	an	illustrator	for	the	Journal	of	Pesticide	
Reform	for	nearly	20	years,	was	on	display	throughout	the	gallery.	Check	out	Mary’s	art	and	the	full	issues	
of	the	Journal	of	Pesticide	Reform	which	are	now	available	as	free	PDFs	at	www.pesticide.org.

NCAP	alumni	Carol	Van	Strum,	Larry	Sokol,	Mary	
O’Brien,	Ruth	Shearer	and	Norma	Grier	also	gave	
a	panel	discussion	at	the	conference	focusing	on	
NCAP’s	historic	legal	efforts	to	protect	communities	
from	pesticide	exposure.	You	can	watch	the	panel	
in	full,	along	with	many	other	videos,	on	NCAP’s	
youtube	channel:	www.youtube.com/ncapvids

What Our Friends 
are Saying...
“Our environment would be more 
degraded, more species would be at 
risk and our food supply less safe if it 
weren’t for the work of NCAP.” 

- US Congressman Peter DeFazio

From	bottom	left:	Dahinda	Meda,	Norma	
Grier,	Odos	Lowery,	Dick	Hentze,	Ruth	
Shearer,	and	Kim	Leval	at	the	Maude	
Kerns	Art	Center,	March	2012.

35 Years 
of Friends

“We’ve donated two percent of the sales 
of organically grown Café Mam coffee 
to NCAP since 1990. It is important 
to our customers that their dollars are 
producing positive changes for growers 
in Mexico, and alternatives to pesticides 
in the U.S.” 

-Brad Lerch, Café Mam



Scientist...
Idealist...
Artist

Karl	retired	from	EPA	in	2008,	after	a	28-year	career	that	
focused	primarily	on	pesticides.	He	worked	in	pesticide	
risk	assessment	at	the	Office	of	Pesticide	Programs	at	
EPA	headquarters,	then	moved	to	EPA’s	Seattle	office	
in	1988.	There,	he	served	as	a	pesticide	expert	and	led	
efforts	to	coordinate	EPA	agricultural	programs.

Upon	receiving	a	Ph.D.	in	organic	chemistry,	Karl	began	
his	career	by	synthesizing	pyrethroid	insecticides	for	the	
FMC	Corporation.	He	would	sometimes	muse	about	how	
he	“came	around”	from	being	a	scientist	who	developed	
pesticides	to	one	who	worked	actively	to	stop	pesticide	
use,	but	his	transition	always	made	perfect	sense	to	us.	
What	better	way	to	turn	someone	into	a	pesticide	reform	
activist	than	to	give	them	an	intimate	knowledge	of	toxic	
chemicals	and	what	they	are	capable	of?

It	was	hard	to	see	his	illness	progress,	and	even	harder	
to	let	him	go	this	year.	But	we	find	comfort,	and	pride,	
in	the	fact	that	his	legacy	will	live	on	in	our	work.	After	
all,	it	was	Karl	who	got	us	pushing	for	more	attention	
to	how	pesticides	are	impacting	farmworkers,	children,	
and	other	vulnerable	groups.	It	was	also	Karl’s	insightful	
idea	that	inspired	NCAP	to	begin	investigating	how,	and	
whether,	EPA	is	meeting	its	legal	mandate	to	monitor	
pesticide	use.	Thanks	to	him,	NCAP	is	now	working	with	
EarthJustice,	Pesticide	Action	Network,	and	others	to	
hold	EPA	accountable	for	national	pesticide	monitoring,	
stronger	protections	for	our	health	and	environment,	and	
pro-active	attention	to	pesticide	alternatives.	

We	will	update	you	on	this	exciting	work	as	it	progresses	
throughout	2013.	For	now,	join	us	in	remembering	
Karl,	and	honoring	his	memory	with	much	gratitude	for	
everything	he	brought	to	our	organization.	We’ll	miss	
you,	Karl!

Karl	Arne	was	a	force	in	the	national	pesticide	
reform	movement.	He	was	also	a	scientist	with	
the	Environmental	Protection	Agency	(EPA),	a	
veteran,	an	avid	cyclist,	and	a	jazz	musician	who	
played	multiple	instruments.	

For	many	years,	he	was	involved	with	NCAP	as	a	
friend,	a	supporter,	and	a	board	member.	On	May	
26,	2012,	after	a	fierce	bout	with	cancer,	Karl	
Arne	passed	peacefully	away.	

From left: Kim Leval, Pam Emerson, Lis and Gary Lusk, and Betty 
McArdle honored Karl with a Lifetime Achievement Award at NCAP’s 

2012 Healthy Harvest event.  



Never Give Up
Weaving	the	scientific	with	the	compelling	and	humorous,	Dr.	Sandra	Steingraber	uses	
personal	narratives	to	paint	a	vivid	picture	of	how	pollution	impacts	us	all.	NCAP	brought	
her	to	Portland,	Oregon	earlier	this	year	for	a	talk	on	pesticides,	their	connection	to	fossil	
fuels,	and	what	we	all	must	do	to	protect	our	world.
“The truth is, this was supposed to happen last year,” 
she said to the crowd, referring to her Portland visit. In 
characteristc form, Sandra was launching her talk with a 
personal story. This one was about her son, Elijah, and 
an incident on a bicycle.

To summarize: it was a fall day in October of 2011. It 
was a serious bike accident. It was her son, badly hurt. 
And it was two days before Sandra was scheduled to be 
in Portland with NCAP. Like any mother would, Sandra 
chose to remain in New York with her family, NCAP 
promptly cancelled the Portland event, and everyone 
waited for news we hoped would be good.

The good news came, Sandra explained thankfully, and 
her son recovered, but the accident would have played 
out differently had he not been wearing a helmet. 

Helmets make good sense, but there’s a reason why they 
are also required by law in some places, she said. It’s 
to protect people. In fact, many laws exist to protect 
people. Especially children. So why then, she asked, 
are laws so lax when it comes to protecting people from 

toxic pollution? Pesticides? Climate change? How do we 
change this?

Protecting people from exposure to pesticides has always 
been one of NCAP’s goals. It’s what compelled us to 
start this work 35 years ago, and what still motivates 
us today. As more and more research has pointed to the 
special susceptibility of children, we work to make the 
biggest impact by keeping pesticides out of the places 
where kids spend the most time: schools, parks, and at 
home. But how do we do this on a larger scale?

During her talk, Sandra asked that we become 
“abolitionists” of toxic chemicals, and pursue that goal 
with the same tenacity and to the same success as those 
who fought to end slavery in America. Most importantly, 
she said, we must never give up.

While it’s a tall task to “abolish” pesticides, chemicals 
that pollute and persist at the molecular level, it’s easy 
to challenge the mindset that we need those pesticides to 
get by. The more hearts and minds we change, the closer 
we get to a better protected world.

“In	a	world	needlessly	dependent	
on	poisonous	chemicals	and	fossil	
fuels,	we	need	voices	that	say,	
“Look, we don’t have to keep 
poisoning our kids to turn on 
the lights and bring food to our 
tables.  There’s a better way.” 
And	no	voice	is	louder	or	more	
on-pitch	with	this	message	than	
NCAP.		I’m	proud	to	be	one	of	
their	back-up	singers.”

-	Sandra	Steingraber,	Ph.D.

Two of Sandra’s books, Living 
Downstream, and Raising Elijah, are 

available for purchase through NCAP. 
Proceeds benefit NCAP programs to 

reduce children’s exposure
to pesticides. More info at:

www.pesticide.org



Friends and Supporters
NCAP is proud to recognize major supporters from 2011:

Monthly Donors

Anonymous (7)
Betty McArdle and Michael Brown
Carrie and Doug Frazier
Cate Grady-Benson
Gail Gutsche
Gwen Vernon
James M Wolgamot
Jason Blake
Jean Cameron
Jerry and Rosie Thiers
Karl Arne
Linda Johns and Philip Biehl
Lorraine Leval
Lynne Swift
Marjorie Wicks Stevens
Mark Reynolds and Mary McCormick
Nobuko Relnick
Sahale Little and Alexander Schofer
Samantha McCarthy and Don Mooney
Sandra Metcalf-Moore
Sara Nienaber
Stephanie Dickey
Susan McMillan
Suzanne C Fouty
Tony Brand

Foundations/Government

Bullitt Foundation
Christensen Family Foundation
Cornell Douglas Foundation
Eugene Water and Electric Board
Hundreth Monkey Foundation
Idaho State Department of Agriculture
McKenzie River Gathering Foundation
Meyer Memorial Trust
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
New Belgium Brewing
Northwest Fund for the Environment
NRCS Idaho Conservation Innovation Grant
Oregon Community Foundation, John and Betty 
Soreng Environmental Fund
Patagonia, Inc.
Simply Organic 1% Fund
Spirit Mountain Community Fund
The Ceres Foundation

USDA - Risk Management Agency
Wallace Genetic Foundation
Western Center For Risk Management Education
Western Integrated Pest Management Center
Wiancko Family Donor Advised Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
William B. Wiener Jr. Foundation
Winky Foundation

Individuals

Anonymous (21)
Alexandra Cock
Annette Gurdjian
Art and Anita Johnson
Beth Naylor and Jim Watson
Beth Rasgorshek and Mike Benton
Bev Lerch
Brad and Indigo Lerch
Carsten Henningsen
Cathy Filgas
Charles Snyder
Dan and Mariana Gee
Derek Johnson and Lynette Williams
Dick and Jeanne Roy
Don Corson and Lara Johnson
Donna Henderson
Dr. Beth Hunt and John Allcott
Edie and Bruce Anderson
Elaine and John French
Elyse and Raymond Roberts
Eve and Denis Heidtmann
George and Fanny Carroll
Gertrude W. Lerch
Gun Denhart
Jane Beeghly
Janet Kehoe
Jim and Linda Bingen
Jim Keesey
John and Kacee O’Connor
Joseph and Susan Bower
Julie Bryant and Bill Roach
Julie Leuvrey
Katherine Friedemann
Ken and Jossy Nebenzahl
Kim Leval and Pete Sorenson
Lisa Crosby and Paul Becker
Liz and Richard Marantz
Lucy Waletzky
Luthera Mlott
Mark McClone
Martha Clatterbaugh

Marty Flannes
Natacha Kiler
Norma Grier and Dahinda Meda
Paul Konka
Philip and Flossie Barnhart
Randy Selig
Reida and Charles Kimmel
Richard Clise
Rose-Ellen Hope
Sandy Polishuk
Soozie and Dave Nichol
Steve Gilbert
Steve Hager
Susanna DeFazio
Thomas and Joan Corbett Dine

Business League

Alma Midwifery
Firetrail Nursery
Glorybee Foods Inc.
Harmony Farm Supply & Nursery
Hummingbird Wholesale
LifeSource Natural Foods
Mighty-O Donuts
Pacific Botanicals
Sperry Tree Care Co.
The Evergreen Center
We Rent Goats
Western Ag Research
Horton Road Organics
Alchemilla Skin Care
BioRem/Pharmgrade Compost
Brandtastic Soil, Inc
Canyon Bounty Farm
Clear Springs Foods
Converted Organics
Corson and Johnson Law Firm
Healthy Earth Enterprises LLC
Jacobs Farm/ Del Cabo
Nourish Me, Llc.
Organic Valley
Springfield Creamery
Winter Green Farm
Organically Grown Company
King Estate Winery
Hotel Tabard Inn
Trillium Natural Foods
Mountain Rose Herbs
Frey Vineyards
Royal Blue Organics & Cafe Mam
EarthShare of Oregon
Franklin Templeton Investment

2011 Revenues
Contributions   $136,308
Memberships  $35,148
Pledges     $20,030 
Contributed Services  $68,734
Grants    $251,749
Events    $12,456
Interest/Dividends       $6,684
Investments   ($8,680)
Miscellaneous   $1,930

Total:   $532,861

2011 Expenses
Program Services     $351,434
Management and General        $65,938
Fundraising                    $43,819 
 
Total:                   $461,191 

Change in Net Assets: $71,670
Net Assets Beginnning: $398,909
Net Assets Ending:  $470,579
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NCAP wishes to thank its top Business League supporters from 2012!


