THE GREAT KOALA NATIONAL PARK Background
In 2015 the NSW ALP committed to creating the Great Koala National Park, including 176,000 ha of State forests. After the Minns Government was elected in 2023 they allowed logging to continue while they assessed the environmental and economic values. Their assessment was completed in December 2024 and ever since the Government had been saying the park would be created soon, while the logging continued. Finally in September 2025 the government announced they will create the full park - once they sort out whether they can get carbon credits. Meanwhile a moratorium on logging has been implemented.
An assessment of logging up until December 2024 by NEFA ‘Accelerating Logging Within the Great Koala National Park’ identified the net areas of native forest in the Great Koala National Park logged as:
· 20,630 ha logged in 98 months since ALP’s 2015 commitment to protect the Great Koala National Park up until the March 2023 election
· 7,185 ha logged in 21 months since the election of the Minns Government in 2023 until December 2024
See NEFA's briefing note  Why we need a Great Koala National Park . See NEFA's more detailed November 2024 presentation to the NSW Government here. 
In an effort to scare the government, the loggers are claiming grossly inflated impacts if the park is declared. In 2022/23 the Forestry Corporation lost $3.4 million logging koala's homes in the park, all to support some 180 jobs, yet the loggers are claiming 2,200 jobs are at stake and demanding $1,356 million over 5years. See Industry's Structural Adjustment Claims Unsupported.
In response to unfounded claims by the Australian Workers Union that creation of the park would cost 9000 jobs, NEFA undertook a detailed assessment, identifying that the full park could result in the loss of 118-218 jobs. See The Impact of the Great Koala National Park on Logging Industry Employment in North East NSW.
