Submission points for
Strategic Impact Assessment Report for forestry operations in Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) regions of NSW
North East Forest Alliance
As the exemption from the Commonwealth’s EPBC Act is soon to be removed, the NSW Natural Resources Commission is preparing a Report to document how logging of public native forests, private native forests and plantations across north-east NSW is proposed to be undertaken from 1 July 2027 until 2047, identifying how “potential unacceptable impacts are avoided and appropriate measures are taken to avoid, mitigate and repair significant impacts”, particularly on Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES), of particular relevance are Federally listed threatened species and ecosystems. 
This is in effect a new version of a Regional Forest Agreement, intended to lock in logging of public and private forests for another 20 years, and is being undertaken by the NRC who are apologists for the loggers. NEFA have almost finalised a plan to protect all native forests on public land in north-east NSW which we will be submitting to the process, please support it in your submission. Though it is also important to use this opportunity to improve management of private forests.
Public comment on the draft Terms of Reference for the assessment is open until 11:59 pm on Friday 16 October 2026. For further information see their website. You can make a submission by filling out their survey or emailing it to nrc@nrc.nsw.gov.au
As always its important to personalise your submission, though in this case it needs to follow their methodology, so you could modify some of the points below or include them in your submission – though feel free to also say what you think:
· To improve the long-term protection and conservation of Matters of National Environmental Significance, implement the North East Forest Alliance’s plan for the North East Forest Parks.
· Review the current reserve system against the 1997 JANIS requirements to create a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative reserve system, incorporating viable populations of nationally threatened species. Identify areas needed to be added to reserves to satisfy JANIS targets to offset impacts of activities on MNES.
· Review the current reserve system for each IBRA bioregion against Australia’s commitments under the Global Biodiversity Framework to protect or conserve 30% of our land and seas by 2030, prioritising areas of high biodiversity value, adequately sampling the full range of existing ecosystems, and creating well connected networks of reserves. Co-committing to reduce biodiversity loss, restore 30% of degraded ecosystems, halt species extinction and minimize the impacts of climate change on biodiversity. Identify areas needed to be added to reserves to satisfy commitments.
· Identify the population sizes and distribution of threatened species, including within existing reserves. Identify and map areas of high biodiversity value across the landscape, including key and important sites such as areas of core and high quality habitat for rare, migratory and threatened species, areas of high species richness and diversity, refugia and Centres of Endemism.
· Identify and map Threatened Ecological Communities and their condition across the landscape, exclude them from logging and identify rehabilitation requirements. Establish 50m buffers around all rainforest.
· Use LiDAR to map tree heights across the landscape to identify the quality of the vegetation, including degraded areas and the oldest growth stages of each Plant Community Type, to prioritise management and protection.
· Ensure adequate buffers are established around streams and wetlands to reduce sediment runoff, maintain or improve water quality and provide riparian habitat, particularly for streams and wetlands that are habitat for threatened species, or feed into wetlands that provide important habitat for them (including RAMSAR wetlands).  
· Identify broad corridors across the landscape linking together reserves and remnant habitat to enable species movement, including for migration in response to climate change. Identify areas needing protection and rehabilitation.
· Establish independent expert panels to review logging prescriptions for threatened species, Ensure comprehensive surveys for threatened species ahead of logging. 
· Undertake a monitoring program based on pre and post logging surveys to assess the actual effectiveness of individual prescriptions for threatened species, and urgently modify prescriptions as needed to lessen impacts in light of findings. 
· Ensure all relevant actions identified in recovery plans, threat abatement plans, and conservation advices are identified and incorporated into planning processes, with clear mechanisms identified to ensure new and modified actions are immediately adopted.
· Identify mechanisms to immediately adapt to catastrophic events (bushfires, cyclones, floods), new listings and uplistings of threatened species and ecosystems, new and revised conservation advices and recovery plans, and new information.
· Identify and exclude logging from all forests affected by, or susceptible to, the key threatening process of Bell Miner Associated Dieback, identify rehabilitation needs and assess likely changes due to climate change.
· In accord with the social assessment and impacts on aquatic environments, identify important water catchments providing potable water to downstream communities or important aquatic ecosystems (including RAMSAR wetlands), and ensure they are managed to maintain or increase water yields.
· Identify all species likely to be adversely affected by climate change over the next 100 years and the magnitudes of impacts. Identify past, current and future climate refugia to target for protection and rehabilitation.
· Complete the identification of world heritage values, notably qualifying rainforests and eucalypt forests, across all tenures. Consider how to complete the 2010 NSW, Queensland and the Commonwealth submitted Tentative List of additional national parks to the World Heritage Centre, and identify management needs for buffers adjacent to identified and qualifying areas.
· Require all Private Native Forestry operations to prepare Development Applications to ensure there are adequate assessments of MNES, compliance with all planning instruments, and engagement with neighbours and local communities.
· Review claimed plantations to ensure they can demonstrate they meet the requirement that 50% of the canopy is formed by planted trees. Identify plantations on public land that were established by clearing native forests in high biodiversity value areas (ie rainforest, core habitat for threatened species), or are situated in key linkages needed for the population viability and species migration, and identify plans to restore them to native forest. 
