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ALLIANCE

Friend—

It turns out we're celebrating Black History Month with a Council District 14
candidate forum, which, although entirely coincidental, seems appropriate. Read
on to learn what else is going on....

City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto and CD 14 candidate forum

Join us for a conversation with City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto Sunday,
February 25 at 6:30, when we hope to have an opportunity to ask her for an
update on the wildlife ordinance, about the status of the new-building
electrification ordinance given the Berkeley ruling, how she handles (apparent)
Brown Act violations, what legal exposure the City has in allowing developments
over uncapped oil wells, to explain her interpretation of SB 411, about possible
enforcement of the gas-powered leaf blower ordinance (although we
understand Councilmember Raman has introduced this motion in Council File
24-0055), and, time permitting, more.

Afterward, we will host a candidate forum for City Council 14. While we have
not heard from most of the candidates, we are excited to announce that Nadine
Diaz and Ysabel Jurado have confirmed their participation. Learn more and
RSVP at ncsa.la/city_atty cd 14.

Last month, we heard from the candidates for Council District 10 (except for the
Councilmember) and from Serena Oberstein, who is vying for the seat

in Council District 12. We also talked about gas stoves and switchison.org/.
You can check out the recording of the meeting on our YouTube channel here.
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Introduction to residents' assemblies

Join Public Democracy LA for Power Shift: Plans for an Angeleno Assembly, an
introduction to residents’ or civic assemblies (typically called citizens’
assemblies, a term and practice some of us find exclusionary—after

all, neighborhood councils welcome participation of undocumented
immigrants), Tuesday, February 6 from 3 to 4 pm. An LA residents’ assembly—
a representative cross-section of randomly selected Angelenos who would meet
to examine an important public issue—could ensure that more voices from more

backgrounds would be incorporated into the City’s governing process. Such
assemblies are gaining traction in democracies around the world because of
their effectiveness in rebuilding public trust, solving complex policy issues, and
depolarizing communities. You can RSVP here.

LA Urban Forest Management Plan Neighborhood Workshops

The City of Los Angeles wants to hear from you! The City is developing

an urban forest management plan (UFMP) and, as part of that, we are creating
a vision for the future of trees in our city, which includes recommendations for
how we take care of trees and grow our urban forest. The LANCSA is co-hosting
one of the virtual workshops Tuesday, February 6, from 6 to 7:30 pm. Please
check out the workshops listed here and join one!

Congratulations!

Joanne D’Antonio, LANCSA trees committee chair, has just been elected chair
of the City’s Community Forest Advisory Committee. Congratulations, and we
hope your plate isn’t too full! :-)

Artificial turf

Have you ever wondered about the good and bad of artificial turf? The
LANCSA’s advocacy committee has decided to ask our voting body to join the
fight against it. Tune in Tuesday, February 13 from 7 to 8:30 pm to learn more
(about the bad, anyway) from a panel discussing The Reality of Artificial Turf:
Risks and Solutions, hosted by The Climate Reality Project—San Fernando
Valley Chapter. You can learn more and sign up here. And in case you want to
get warmed up for the 13th, check out this article from the Los Angeles Times.
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Good news on the gondola!

Last month, we told you that we decided a gondola is not the answer to Dodgers
traffic and asked you to come out and make a public comment at the Metro
board’s January 25th meeting, but we learned a few days before that meeting
that Supervisor Hilda Solis pulled the item from the draft agenda. Then, on
January 24, Councilmember Hernandez introduced a motion (in Council File
24-0011-S4) asking City Council to put a pause on the project until other options
have been adequately studied! We want to thank both of these women for
their leadership on this issue. And we want to ask Mayor Karen

Bass (and Metro board chair) to stand with them. LEARN HOW YOU CAN
HELP at ncsa.la/dodger_stadium_gondola. And read this excellent op-

ed by Friends of Elysian Park!

Measure HLA

The LANCSA supports Measure HLA (known as Healthy Streets LA before it got
on the March ballot), which asks the City to implement its own Maobility Plan,
approved by City Council back in 2015. Soon (if you are a registered voter in the
city of LA) you will have the opportunity to VOTE for it! You can see who else
has endorsed it (which strikes many of us as very common-sense) here.

Charter reform

As you may have heard, more than a year after the leaked recordings and
while former City Councilmember Jose Huizar was sentenced to 13 years in
prison, the Ad Hoc Committee on City Governance Reform let go of increasing
the size of the city council for the moment and is instead working to create a
charter reform commission. Council President (and Committee

Chair) Krekorian proposed an interesting idea: select two commissioners

from neighborhood councils, the process to be established by the Department
of Neighborhood Empowerment. One problem—the development of the
commission has started so late and is moving so slowly that nothing that this
proposed commission suggests will get on the November 2024 ballot, which will
have been two years after the recordings were leaked.

City council, however, still has time to get something reform-related on the
November ballot in addition to an independent redistricting commission. Rob
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Quan of Unrig LA suggests ethics charter reforms, democracy vouchers/full
public financing of elections, and a way to handle pay for suspended electeds,
for starters.

Love My Community Cleanup

Join the Pico Union, MacArthur Park, Westlake North, and Westlake
South Neighborhood Councils, the LANCSA, and many more for a big and
fun community clean-up and resource fair February 17. You can learn

more here and register here.

Your vote matters—please use it!

the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA)
https://www.ncsa.la/
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