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Chairperson Formica, Chairperson Osten, Chairperson Walker, and members of the 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. My name is Yam Menon 
and I serve as the Connecticut State Director for the Northeast Charter Schools 
Network. 
 
The Northeast Charter Schools Network is a non-profit membership and advocacy 
organization for public charter schools in Connecticut and New York. We are committed 
to ensuring that kids and families have access to great educational options and that 
public charter schools remain a critical piece of a strong and healthy educational 
landscape in our state. 
 
House Bill 5325, An Act Concerning Prekindergarten to Grade Twelve Education 
Funding, authorizes the Commissioner of Education to review pre-K-12 education 
funding with a mind to cost, equity and effectiveness, and to present the results by 
October 1, 2018 to the Appropriations and Education Committee, including 
recommendations for pre-K through 12 funding. 
 
As this Committee and the General Assembly considers this legislation which 
encourages working towards a cost-efficient, equitable and effective education funding 
system, we urge the Committee and the General Assembly to continue the work toward 
a unified, single and fair education funding formula for all public school students, 
including public schools of choice.  
 
While a funding formula was passed last year and is slated to go into effect for the fiscal 
year ending in 2019, schools of choice such as public charter schools are left out of this 
formula. Even worse, this formula still leaves the state with more than ten different 
school funding formulas that have little to no relation to student learning needs, resulting 
in a wide variance in funding across similar school districts and types of schools. As 
long as the state continues to rely on these multiple formulas, and in doing so, allow for 
vast inequality with regard to funding, we will remain far from the goals of this 
legislation.  
 
We took an important first step, but we can and must do more. Our public charter 
schools educate more than 10,000 children, and currently, there are more than 7,000 
names on charter school waiting lists statewide. These schools primarily serve families 
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and children from underserved populations in the state’s lowest performing districts. 
And having access to a public charter school is helping to provide a high-quality 
education for communities that need and deserve it. These schools, these families and 
these communities are relying on you to ensure fair, effective, equitable and reliable 
funding. 
 
We look forward to working with the Committee and the General Assembly toward a 
stronger education system, inclusive of public charter schools, that helps moves this 
state to a brighter future.  
 
Thank you. 
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