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Good day Chairperson Fleischmann, Chairperson Slossberg, Chairperson Boucher, and 
members of the Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity testify today. My 
name is Yam Menon and I serve as the Connecticut State Director for the Northeast 
Charter Schools Network.  
 
The Northeast Charter Schools Network is a non-profit membership and advocacy 
organization for public charter schools in New York and Connecticut. We are committed 
to ensuring that kids and families have access to great educational options and that 
public charter schools are a critical piece of a strong and healthy educational system for 
our state. 
 
We testify in strong opposition to House Bill 5451, An Act Concerning Funding for 
Regional Agricultural Science and Technology Education Centers and urge you to 
oppose this legislation. 
 
House Bill 5451 proposes to transfer $4.7 million dollars from funds already approved 
through last year’s bipartisan budget for our state’s public charter schools to 
vocational-agricultural education, and $13.1 million from magnet schools, leaving the 
state’s public charter schools dangerously far short of meeting seat needs for FY19. 
This proposal cuts over 400 seats from the bipartisan approved budgeted amount 
of seats needed for school growth over FY19, leaving less seats than are needed 
even for the current 2017-2018 enrollment, and leaving a number of schools without 
the funding needed to educate a child in the next grade in 2018-2019. 
 
We support all public schools being appropriately funded to be able to deliver a great 
education to their kids - including vocational agricultural education and other such public 
schools of choice. Those options should also be made available and funded for the 
parents and families that want and need them. To find additional funding for public 
schools from other public schools like the state’s public charter schools, however, 
cannot be the way to get there. 
 
Our state’s public charter schools committed to educating their students with the 
necessary funding, and families enrolled in schools believing that they would be able to 
be educated in these schools without funding being stripped from them. This legislation 
guts funding for the education of children that are currently enrolled - children 
that are sitting in seats right now - in our state’s public charter schools, and leaves 
schools without enough seats to serve their kids as they advance to the next 
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grade. This puts schools in a position of not having a seat for their current students for 
the next year. 
 
While we understand the increasingly challenging situation that our state finds itself in to 
appropriately fund all of the state’s needs and specifically our state’s public education 
system, moving dollars that are urgently and critically needed to educate students in our 
state’s public charter schools is not only deeply unfair, but only further aggravates the 
state’s already complex and inequitable funding system. This proposal leaves our 
schools and children on a dangerous fiscal cliff where they don’t know if they can be 
educated by their current school in the following year.  
 
These funds are absolutely vital for our schools to survive. Public charter schools in 
Connecticut have been flat-funded for the past four years at $11,000 per pupil 
even in the wake of rising costs, and do not have the same access to facilities, facilities 
funding or capital funding as all other types of public schools. Further, state charter 
schools must rely solely on the state for funding as they are funded 100 percent by the 
state and do not have access to local property tax dollars like district schools and other 
types of public schools do.  
 
This legislation only further highlights the urgency with which we as a state must 
continue the work toward a unified, single and fair education funding formula for all 
public school students, including public schools of choice. While a funding formula was 
passed last year and is slated to go into effect for the fiscal year ending in 2019, schools 
of choice such as public charter schools are left out of this formula. Even worse, this 
formula still leaves the state with more than ten different school funding formulas that 
have little or no relation to student learning needs, resulting in a wide variance in 
funding across similar school districts and types of schools.  
 
Our public charter schools educate more than 10,000 kids, most of them are part of 
underserved populations in the state’s lowest performing districts, and their charter 
schools are providing them a great education. Charter school students are public school 
students too, and deserve to be funded according to learning needs just like all other 
public school students.  
 
No child’s education should be shortchanged because we could not find a better 
solution other than to move dollars from some public schools to others. The state’s 
responsibilities to educate our state’s children extend to all children, regardless of the 
type of public school they attend. 
 
We urge this committee, with a true urgency and deep concern for our schools and the 
families they serve, to oppose House Bill 5451. 
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