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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Celebrate the Stars at the 2022 Dark Sky Festival 
Enjoy activities for the entire family in Cedarville, CA 

 
July 25, 2022 – The stars are beckoning once again, luring families from Nevada and California 
for a weekend of fun and fascination at the 2022 Dark Sky Festival August 19 -20 in beautiful 
Cedarville, CA. 
 
Stargazers of all ages will enjoy a weekend of activities during the day and some amazing 
stargazing after dark. The event is co-hosted by Friends of Nevada Wilderness, the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) Applegate Field Office, and Modoc County Outdoor Recreation and  
Tourism. 
 
The co-hosts are excited to announce that members of the Astronomical Society of Nevada 
(ASN) will be bringing their powerful telescopes and considerable expertise to share with the 
public this year. The group plans to bring a 20-inch Dobsonian telescope that must be 
transported on a special trailer (see picture below). ASN members also plan to bring equipment 
that allows safe viewing of the solar system during the daytime.  
 
“The Dark Sky Festival is one of our favorite events of the year because it’s an opportunity for 
folks to get away from all the city lights and just focus on the stars for a couple of days,” said 
Shaaron Netherton, Friends Executive Director. “We’re so fortunate that some of the darkest, 
starriest skies in the country are accessible to us in far northwest Nevada and the Surprise 
Valley of California just over the state line. We invite everyone who just wants to relax, look up 
and be amazed to join us.” 
 
Festival schedule: 
 
August 19th 
 
4:00pm – Channel your inner artist for a dark sky painting class at the Country Hearth 
Restaurant garden, 551 Main St., led by the talented Jen Rovanpera with the Applegate District 
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BLM. Order beverages and snacks and get creative. Remember, when it comes to art, beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder!  

 
7:30pm - Stick around after dinner at the Country Hearth and team up with friends and family 
for dark sky trivia! Teams can be anywhere from 1-6 people, and prizes will be out of this world. 
 
August 20th 
 
10am to 1pm – Bring the whole family and a healthy amount of curiosity to the Dark Sky 
Science Fair in the lovely Country Hearth garden to learn about what’s “up there.”  

8:30pm – The grand finale is the dark sky star party at the Surprise Valley High School, 470 
Lincoln St., showcasing the truly spectacular starry skies in the Surprise Valley / Massacre Rim 
region. Members of the Astronomical Society will guide everyone’s gaze upward to see 
firsthand what we’ve been talkin’ about! 

Please RSVP at: https://www.nevadawilderness.org/dark_sky_festival_2022. For more 
information on the area and places to stay and eat, visit our website. 
 
Whether you have a hard time finding the Big Dipper or can pinpoint multiple constellations, 
this event is for you. Come teach. Come learn. Bring your binoculars, telescopes or just your 
sharp eyes. And be prepared to be amazed! 
 

### 
 
The first Dark Sky Festival was held shortly after the Massacre Rim Wilderness Study Area in far 
northwest Washoe County, Nevada, was certified in 2019 as an International Dark Sky Sanctuary by the 
International Dark Sky Association. Cedarville, CA is the closest community to the sanctuary. 
 
About Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
Founded in 1984, Friends of Nevada Wilderness has helped protect over 3.4 million acres of Nevada’s 
wild lands by leading efforts in the expansion or designation of all 70 Wilderness areas in the state. Over 
the past twenty years, the Wilderness Stewardship Volunteer Program has generated over $2 million of 
in-kind services to benefit Nevada’s public lands. For more information, visit 
http://www.nevadawilderness.org/.  
 
About the Bureau of Land Management 
The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 western states, 
including Alaska, on behalf of the American people. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-
surface mineral estate throughout the nation. Its mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 
 
See photos below. 
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Massacre Rim Wilderness Study Area & International Dark Sky Sanctuary 

Photo by Kurt Kuznicki 
 
 

 
Creativity flowing at the 2021 Dark Sky Festival 
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The beautiful garden at the County Hearth restaurant in Cedarville 

 

 
Jim Fahey, President of the Astronomical Society of Nevada, 

with the club’s 20-inch Dobsonian telescope. 
Photo provided by ASN 


