
Dear Friend, 

The United States has taken so many forward steps in the arena of civil rights over the 
past few decades, but now we see backward movement in freedoms Americans have 
come to know for so many years. By now you have heard of the US Supreme Court’s 
decision to overturn the rights afforded to Americans with respect to abortion and a 
person’s access to reproductive healthcare. As your NGPA Leadership, this decision 
breaks our hearts and sets a precedent that we find upsetting, troubling and in 
opposition to the freedoms America is known for. 

Emotions run strong in difficult times like this, and that’s okay. Seismic shifts in an 
individual’s rights impact all of our communities and our NGPA Family is not 
immune.  This decision impacts our members directly whether they are cisgender 
women, nonbinary, transmasculine, or anyone with a uterus. It is our responsibility to 
respond to those affected with compassion, and we further urge you to check on your 
friends within the NGPA family and others in your life. Know that NGPA is here for you 
and we offer mental health resources through our NGPA Cares Team. You can reach 
out to them confidentially by contacting: ngpacares@ngpa.org 

The impacts of this decision not only affect our members here and now. But the 
decision also articulates a clear strategy for how the current justices plan to steer the 
future. This decision was made by a few select individuals who agree with a shrinking 
minority of the American population. Through a narrow and one-sided interpretation of 
what is “deeply rooted in this Nation’s history and tradition,” they have changed the 
course of our constitutionally defined human rights. They make clear that this narrow 
history and tradition does not include LGBTQ+ equality. 

There are a lot of talking heads out there telling us all how to interpret the impact of this 
decision. If you have the time, we implore you to read the official decision for yourself. In 
addition to Justice Alito’s leading opinion of the court, Justice Thomas’ concurring 
opinion has the most clear evidence of how redefining “history and tradition” can be 
used to attack our community when he specifically calls for overruling Griswold (the 
right to use contraceptives, including condoms,) Lawrence (the right to engage in 
private sexual acts,) and Obergefell (the right to marry a person of the same sex) on the 
second paragraph of page 119 of the above linked PDF. 

Having these issues protected at the federal level matter greatly to the NGPA 
community. Like some states dictating which bathroom a transgender person can and 
cannot use, these issues are increasingly complicated for our members, many of whom 
spend their days flying from state-to-state. With these changes, the LGBTQ+ community 
slides from first to second and third-class citizens at a dizzying rate. 

While abortion rights may not directly impact some of our members, ignoring this issue 
would be like putting off an airplane’s preventative maintenance schedule merely 
because the wings haven’t yet fallen off. Like with the systems of an airplane, these 
decisions, and the rights they protect are linked and intersectional. 

mailto:ngpacares@ngpa.org
https://www.ngpa.org/r?u=WqnSJN-UqkPJD0rrvzw7ztqFFCP4n45kfJYxhbK5XP_-sQqgF1k1tMaDFUKaROsMYpXvGZnaauDefo5aMhLpBg&e=f841693a8580fc0d0f74887ac7022a19&utm_source=ngpa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=roe_email&n=2&test_email=1


While the future is uncertain, we urge our membership to stay involved and make some 
noise this pride season and all year long! We stand united as an NGPA Family who 
value the freedom of choice! For the millions of our allies and LGBTQ+ community 
members who have just been stripped of your rights, know that we support you in your 
time of oppression just as you have supported us when we needed you. We remain 
ready to carry you when you need that lift. 

With Pride, Unity, and Love, 

Brian, Troy, and your NGPA Advocacy Advisory Council 
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