
The Opportunity Gap: Poverty and Economic Inequality in NH
What is the Opportunity Gap?
The way in which an individual’s opportunities and chances of success
are lowered by circumstances that are beyond their control, namely
their family’s income. Lower-income students are less likely to do well
in school and later in life compared to their more affluent peers. A
strong negative relationship exists between poverty and student
outcomes. The opportunity gap does not reflect an individual’s merits,
but the factors that are out of their control. The opportunity gap also
intersects with other social inequalities, which negatively affect each
other. Rising income inequality is the direct result of campaign finance
cases, such as Citizens United, being decided in favor of the wealthy.
The wealthy are given ever increasing power to affect campaign
outcomes and thereby ensure favorable policies towards themselves.
Through this, the wealthiest Americans have continued to gain more
wealth while the rest of Americans see a decline in wealth, widening an
already severe gap between the wealthy few and the majority.

Poverty and Child Opportunity:
★ NH’s poverty rate is 7.0%. Median household income is

$77,923 and per capita income in 2019 was $41,234.
★ The national poverty rate is 11.4%. Median

household income is $64,994 and per capita income
in 2019 was $35,384.

★ 6% of children who never lived in poverty dropout of
high school, versus 22% of children who have lived
in poverty, even temporarily.

★ Rockingham County has the highest median
household income in the state with $90,400, and the
lowest poverty rate in the state at 4.7%, but it also has
the second highest number of people living in
poverty.

★ Coos County has the lowest median household
income in the state with $47,700, and the highest
poverty rate in the state at 12.8%.

★ An estimated 1 in 5 children live in poverty in Coos
compared to an estimated 1 in 15 in Rockingham.

★ Hillsborough County has the highest number of
people living in poverty, approximately 32,600.

★ 1 in 5 Black NH residents and 1 in 6 Hispanic or Latino NH residents live in poverty.
★ Families in single female households experience higher poverty rates than two parent and single male households.

Education and Social Investments:
★ K-12 is where the opportunity gap plays a defining role on an individual. Children can already be 2-3 years behind their more affluent peers

when starting school. If not addressed, the gap will widen and affect future education and career options.
★ A college degree is often an equalizer for lower-income students, but only if students can manage to make it that far. Lower-income

families face lower rates of high school graduation, family obligations, and the enormous cost of college, which is an average of $35,331
per year.

★ 93.3% of people 25 or older in NH have received their high school diploma and 37.6% have a Bachelor’s or higher degree.
★ 88.5% of people 25 or older in the US have received their high school diploma and 32.9% have a Bachelor’s or higher degree.
★ High-poverty districts spend 15.6% less on each student than those in more affluent districts. This can result in less student retention, lower

earning potential after graduation, and high poverty rates in adulthood.
★ Students from wealthier families are 10% more likely to graduate from college than their less affluent peers.



★ In lower-income towns, residents pay much more proportionally in taxes to fund their schools.
★ In Brookline, residents in a house worth $200,000 are required to pay $4,140 in annual local school property taxes, the highest rate in the

state. In Mason, a home of the same value has local school property taxes of $2,358. In Claremont, $3,928. In Hanover, $1,802.
★ State aid to districts remains far below what is needed, and state adequacy aid would need to triple to meet the basic requirements set out in

state law.
★ NH is one of the highest ranking states when it comes to fourth and eighth grade math and reading.
★ The New Hampshire Department of Education (NH DOE) reports that the opportunity gap for minority, poverty, and special education

students has remained the same, or worsened, in the past 15 years.

Economic Inequality and Political Voice:
★ During the past 30 years, the bottom 50% of

Americans have never controlled more than
4.1% of the wealth.

★ In 2021, the bottom 50% of Americans held
2.3% of the wealth, which was 30 times less
than the wealth held by the top 10% of
Americans.

★ Prior to Citizens United, the wealthiest 0.01%
accounted for 15% of campaign
contributions. After Citizens United, that
number doubled to 30%.

★ The wealthy spending more on elections has
led to an increase in policies beneficial to the
wealthy and corporations, such as tax breaks
and the removal of regulations, directly
correlating with the growth in income
inequality.

★ $45 billion has been donated to federal
political causes between January 2009 and
December 2020, $3.4 billion or 1 out of every
$13 was donated by a dozen billionaires, 6 democrats and
6 republicans.

★ As elections become increasingly more expensive,
average voters have a decreasing say in politics.

★ Increased income inequality has led to lower rates of
economic growth and more frequent and severe
economic downturns.

★ Political representation of low-income citizens is nearly
non-existent while the wealthiest individuals have a
disproportionate say in government policy.

★ The bottom third of Americans have virtually no say in
government policies. About half of the black and latino
populations are in the bottom third.

★ The state of U.S. politics, with wealthy individuals and
corporations getting the most say, is itself a driver of income inequality.

What Can Be Done?
The presence of money in politics is a driving force of economic inequality and the opportunity gap nationwide. Since the Citizens United decision in
2010, wealthy individuals have poured increasing amounts of money into politics, having a louder political voice than average voters. Congress will
side with the wealthiest donors on issues, even if that goes against the majority of voters. This has led to many policies which increase the wealth of
the most affluent Americans, even while the majority are hurt. This disproportionately affects minority groups who make up a significant portion of
the bottom half of Americans. Removing moneyed interests from politics will aid in removing the roadblocks to closing the opportunity gap. As long
as the wealthy continue to have the biggest say in politics, low-income citizens will not see an end to the issues that they face.
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