
Money in Politics: The Problem

Americans across race,
place, and party believe in
the freedom to decide for
ourselves who represent us.
Citizens of all stripes agree
that special interest money
has a much greater say in
national issues than
ordinary citizens. Since

2010, when Citizens United opened the floodgates to
unlimited spending in elections, private interests on both
the Left and Right have invested billions of dollars to shape
the national debate and influence who gets elected.

Campaign Finance & Dark Money Facts

★ $45 billion has been donated to federal political causes
between January 2009 and December 2020, $3.4
billion or 1 out of every $13 was donated by a dozen
billionaires, 6 democrats and 6 republicans

★ The top 100 donors gave $1.6 billion to political
committees in 2020, accounting for 9 percent of total
fundraising

★ 2020 was the most expensive election cycle in U.S.
history, costing $14.4 billion, more than twice the total
amount spent during the 2016 election cycle, and more
than four times what was spent in 2000

★ 9 of the 10 most expensive Senate races, and 5 of the
10 most expensive House races ever, occurred in the
2020 cycle

★ 2018 was the first time a Senate race surpassed $200
million in total spending. The first $100 million race
didn’t take place until 2014

Citizens see political gridlock and a broken campaign
finance system that gives undue influence to billionaires
and millionaires across the political spectrum, while the
vast majority of ordinary citizens lack a seat at the table.
For Americans to reclaim their political voices and have a
say on important issues, they must fight against big money
in politics. Ordinary citizens need to demand a seat at the
policy-making process in order to affect change.

★ More than $1 billion in dark money spending occurred
at the federal level in 2020, with liberal groups raising
more than $514 million in dark money, overshadowing
around $200 million raised by Republicans

★ The 2018 and 2020 elections have been the only times
since Citizens United where Democrats received more
dark money than Republicans
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