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Oregon State Sheriffs' Association 1-800-624-4405
The Sheriff's Code of Ethics

As a law enforcement officer, my fundamental duty is to
serve mankind; to safeguard lives and property, to protect
the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression
or intimidation, and the peaceful against violence or
disorder; and to respect the Constitutional rights of all
mankind to liberty, equality and justice.

| will keep my private life unsullied as an example to all;
maintain courageous calm in the face of danger, scorn or
ridicule; develop self-restraint; and be constantly mindful of
the welfare of others, honest in thought and deed in both my
personal and official life. | will be exemplary in obeying the
laws of the land and the regulations of my department.
Whatever | see or hear of a confidential nature or what is
confided to me in my official capacity will be kept ever secret
unless revelation is necessary in the performance of my duty.

| will never act officiously or permit personal feelings,
prejudices, animosities or friendships to influence my
decisions. With no compromise for crime and with relentless
prosecution of criminals, | will enforce the law courteously
and appropriately without fear or favor, malice or ill will, never
employing unnecessary force or violence and never
accepting gratuities.

| recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith,
and | accept it as a public trust to be held so long as | am true
to the ethics of law enforcement. | will constantly strive to
achieve these objectives and ideals, dedicating myself
before God to my chosen profession... law enforcement.
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Oregon State Police

Code of Ethical Conduct

The Superintendent acknowledges that the citizens of the State of Oregon rightfully
expect and demand that the Oregon State Police epitomize the highest ideals of ethical and
professional conduct. As an employee, I subscribe to and adopt the ideals set forth in the
Code of Ethical Conduct.

As a peace officer, I am the image of penal law and its warden. If I am to be esteemed and
the law I typify respected, I must know my authority well and use it wisely. I shall neither
exceed nor abuse it.

D uring my private and public life, I shall conduct myself with the highest degree of
integrity and honesty. I shall at all times conduct myself in a manner which consistently
maintains the public trust.

I'shall be intolerant of dishonorable or unethical conduct by any person in the criminal
Justice community. As an Oregon State Police officer, I shall strive to be courageous in my

professional and everyday life, and will take prudent and judicious action when faced with
danger, scorn, or ridicule.

Although the way I choose to conduct my private life is a personal freedom, [ accept
responsibility for my actions while on or off duty. I will not become a party to conduct that
is likely to, or does bring disrespect to myself, my fellow employees, or the Oregon State
Police. To that end, I shall not engage in personal conduct that affects, or could be
perceived to affect, impartiality in my official capacity.

I shall not use my position or authority for any personal gain or benefit. I shall refrain from
seeking or accepting any gift, gratuity, or favor that is tendered, or could reasonably be
perceived as being tendered, as an attempt to influence impartiality in my official capacity.

As an Oregon State Police officer, I acknowledge the authority and responsibility entrusted
to me and will use only the amount of force reasonably necessary to accomplish and fulfill
my duties. I consider the use of deadly physical force as the final option to protect myself
or another person from what I reasonably believe to be the infliction, or threatened
infliction, of serious physical injury.

I shall bear faithful allegiance to the State of Oregon and the Oregon State Police and shall
be loyal to the highest ideals of my profession. I will serve the public with due respect,
concern, courtesy, and responsiveness without prejudice. I recognize the service to the
public is beyond service to myself. As a police officer, I consider it a privilege, and the
greatest honor that may be bestowed upon any person, to defend the principles of liberty.



