
July 12, 2021

In Loving 
Memory

Itinerary

Thank you… 
We would like to extend our thanks to 
the Stemmer Construction Crew, the City 
of Kelowna, NOLC, SICA, Kelowna First 
Responders, Kelowna RCMP, Worksafe 
BC, BC Crane Safety, Kelowna ComiCon, 
Enterprise Flower Studios, Syber 
Concrete & Forming, & all our friends & 
family & communities who have 
supported us through this difficult time.

10:00  Gathering For Event 

10:05  Grouse Barnes Welcome Address - Elder &   
  Knowledge Keeper, Westbank First Nation  

10:10  Kelly Hutchinson - North Okanagan Labour Council  

10:15  Mayor Colin Basran - Kelowna City Mayor 

10:20  Jessica Berglund - Worksafe BC  

10:25  Pam & Steven Zook - Jared’s Mom & Dad 

10:35  Chris Vilness  - Cailen’s Dad 

10:40  Danielle Pritchett - Cailen’s Mom 

10:45  Andy Moore - Kelowna Pipe Band Society 

10:55  Moment of Silence / Horn Blast 

11:00  Farewells - Clifford Kshyk  
  CEO - Southern Interior Construction Association



Brad ZawislackRemembering       
Our Men

On July 12, 2021 we 
received the tragic news 

that our loved ones would 
not be coming home. Today 

we honour you ALL.  We 
miss you dearly every 

minute of every single day.   

He was a kind, giving and committed family man. He was 
a friend to so so many.
Brad was from Benito Manitoba and was working in an 
adjacent office with his work family.  The crane collapse 
claimed his life. 
He is gone far too soon. He will be sorely missed. He will 
never be forgotten.
Brad was truly amazing, always quick with a smile, fast 
with a joke, he genuinely cared about the people near 
him.
This tragic loss will leave an un-fillable void for his family.

Brad was an awesome, 
amazing, fun-loving character. 
His personality, humour, and 
unique style brightened the 
day for all those who knew 
him. He was the beloved 
husband of Helen, and proud 
father of Savanah and Zoe.



Jared (Bear) Zook Cailen Vilness

As a young adult Jared had several opportunities to travel to 
other less fortunate nations on good will service trips which 
involved helping distribute food and other resources as well as 
encouraging children through skits, games and story telling.  It 
showed his willingness to serve and that under a sometimes 
outspoken and tough exterior he had a soft and compassionate 
heart.
Jered was very gifted as a sound technician and had a great 
passion for it.  He served many hours in his church community 
and events making sure the sound was perfect.  Always having 
a grin and a distinct infectious laugh. Jared was a man full of 
integrity and commitment. 

Our Beautiful Cailen…
Not a day goes by that we don’t think 
about and miss our sweet Cailen.  
At only 23 years of age his life was just 
beginning.  Ten days before the 
accident he sent me, his Mom, a text to 
let me know of his plans to propose to 
his beloved Jayden.  When I read the 
text that day, I never imagined he would 
not have the chance to bend his knee 
before her and ask her to be his wife…

Jared was born and raised in the 
Edmonton, AB area. He moved to the 
Kelowna are in 2019 to continue his career 
in the construction/crane industry. Having 
the privilege of living beside his big sister 
he was able to love on his six nieces and 
nephews. As a loving uncle he was 
affectionately known as “Uncle Bear”. 
Jared stood out on most job sites as you 
couldn’t miss the guy with the blonde 
curly hair stuffed under the red hardhat.

He left behind his many family members, three sisters, and two 
brothers, along with his niece and nephew who he spoiled like 
crazy at every opportunity he had.
Cailen had an incredible sense of humour and was always 
making us laugh.  He would crack jokes at every opportunity 
causing everyone around to laugh or smile.  
He was a loyal, loving, considerate, and compassionate person 
which we all adored him for.  He always paid attention to the 
little things in life that others could overlook, be it, the 
homeless man on the street, someone around him who was sad 
or struggling or just someone who needed a friend.  
From a very young age Cailen loved cars.  As a child you would 
see him carrying his see-through backpack displaying his most 
cherished collection of dinky cars.  As an adult he was able to 
own some of those cars he carried on his back and second to 
Jaydean and his dog Ellie he dearly loved his car.
He was a loyal, loving, sensitive and caring. A beautiful man in 
his own right. He went out of his way to make people happy or 
bring some joy and light to their life in some way.
We know that nothing can bring back our precious Cailen.  
Loved by everyone he came into contact with.

WE MISS YOU PRECIOUS CAILEN!  

To Jared, life revolved around 
family and friends, everything 
else came in a distant second. 
Not big on hobbies, he was 
always ready to go on or 
create an adventure. 
Jared (Bear) –your laugh, your 
hugs, your humour, your grin, 
your unconditional love and 
very presence are what we 
miss. Until we see you 
again……  



Patrick Stemmer Eric Stemmer
Where to even begin…
Patrick was such an incredible human 
being.  He had the biggest heart and 
kindest soul.  Its hard to believe it’s 
been a year since we lost such a 
genuinely great man but here we are.  
Patty was the definition of an amazing 
father.  He would come home exhausted 
from a hard days work and still gather 
every ounce of energy to play with and 
love on our two little girls.  He would 
give them everything and anything he 

Eric was so many things to so many people throughout his life 
but more than anything Eric was a family man through and 
through.  From the moment that he became a father his entire 
world revolved around the family he was building and the future 
he wanted for them.  Even when he was clearly exhausted from 
a long day he never failed to find the patience, love and energy 
to play with his girls and tuck them in to bed each night.   
Eric loved every moment of being a father, the good, the bad 
and the sleepless.  His joy came from his family and the 
moments he got to teach his girls how to play soccer or learn 
how to skate and watch them figure out how to do it all on their 
own. In early April Eric and his wife Katie found out they would 
soon be welcoming a third little baby into their family and he 
was beyond excited to meet his third perfect little daughter or 
his first sweet baby boy.  On Nov 30, 2021 Gryffen Eric Stemmer 
was born at the Kelowna hospital, in the maternity wing built by 
his Daddy.   
Everyone who knew Eric knew he was special.  He was the kind 
of person that most people hope to know or to be like someday.  
A close friend at work used to jokingly refer to Eric as 
“Sunshine” because of his blonde curls, light, and humorous 
personality and it suited him well.  

THE WORLD IS A DARKER PLACE WITHOUT YOU HERE. 

Throughout his 32 years Eric lived his life 
to the fullest.  He possessed a true love 
for his life and the people in it. 
Eric loved summertime and the free 
weekends when he could test out all his 
camping gadgets he collected all year 
long.  He loved sunny days when he could 
get out and ride his Harley along quiet 
peaceful roads with his Dad, brother or a 
friend.  He loved hanging out with his 
family and friends, (events that Eric 
somehow always turned into a loud 
singalong dance party.) 

could as long as it would make them smile, or happy.  He was 
the very essence of what a good Daddy is.  
Pat was an amazing husband, so kind and patient.  We met as 
teenagers, and were able to grow together over almost a 
decade that we knew each other.  I feel blessed knowing that I 
got to love and be loved by the wonderful man that he was and 
had become over our 8 year love story. 
Pat was also a remarkable brother and son.  He was the baby of 
the family and was so unbelievably loved by his parents, sisters 
and brother.  They grew up as an incredibly close family and I 
know how much he cared for each member of his family.
Trying to sum up who a person was in a few paragraphs is a 
hard task, let alone trying sum up such an exceptional human 
like Patty.  
If you take away anything from this little write up, let it be that 
Pat was a very loved man who is so very missed by everyone 
who knew him.  
WE LOVE YOU PATTY AND WE MISS YOU EVERY SINGLE DAY!


