


North Queensland Conservation Council acknowledges the Wulgurukaba and Bindal 
peoples, the traditional custodians of the land on which we work and live. We 

recognise the strength and knowledge that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples bring to our wider North Queensland region and pay our respects to their 

elders past, present and emerging. We are committed to growing our connection with 
First Nations peoples of our region and furthering our understanding of their unique 

relationship to Country. 
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AAbboouutt  NNQQCCCC

OUR MISSION
We are a strong voice for the environment, influencing, educating and inspiring our North 
Queensland community to achieve an ecologically sustainable society.

OUR VISION
We want to see a caring and well-informed society living sustainably in a healthy and well 
protected environment, where ecological sustainability is everybody's responsibility.

Our Values
A healthy natural environment is the foundation of a healthy society. We believe that societal 
transformation is required for North Queensland communities to operate within the biophysical limits of the 
natural environment and that a healthy, thriving North Queensland community is inextricably dependent on a 
healthy environment.

Passionate people are the hope for the future. We believe people power brings about change for current 
and future generations.

Real change is achieved by empowering local communities. We are committed to supporting North 
Queensland citizens, our members, staff, volunteers and supporters to be strong advocates for the 
environment.

Partnerships and collaboration are vital. We recognise that significant and systemic changes will be 
achieved by working with others in our local community, the North Queensland region, Queensland and the 
world.

We are independent and ethical. We represent the natural environment free from the influence of 
corporations, political parties and governments and we ensure our activities align with our mission and values.

4



Our Objects
Through a range of activities, NQCC:

• represents the region within the statewide conservation movement;
• promotes and protects the values of the natural environment of North Queensland;
• furthers the protection and rehabilitation of the environment through advocacy and education;
• ensures that resource use and development in the region occurs in an ecologically sustainable manner 

and respects species, habitats and the integrity of ecosystems;
• collaborates with and, where possible, assists organisations and individuals working toward 

environmental conservation within the region; and
• works with governments to ensure that legislation, regulations and policies are designed and 

implemented to protect the values of the natural environment of North Queensland.
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FFrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt

In 2021-2022, NQCC has continued doing the work it 
does best – being a strong voice for our natural 
environment within the North Queensland region. 
Throughout this year, NQCC has communicated 
concerns for our environment to local, state and 
national government representatives; has fostered 
connections with other organisations to strengthen 
our community voice; has resourced and supported 
other groups acting for the environment; and has 
encouraged people within our community to think 
about what is possible for a better future.

Our staff are vital to the work we do, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to acknowledge Crystal 
Falknau and Tiffany Bond for their passion and 
commitment, and for the professionalism they bring 
to their roles. I am particularly delighted that Crystal 
has accepted a permanent position as Coordinator, 
providing stability and strong leadership for our 
organisation going forwards.

Of course, a dedicated and functioning Management 
Committee is also vital, and I would like to recognise 
the efforts of the committee who have worked 
together throughout the year to manage NQCC 
effectively. The subcommittee structure, 
implemented over the past two years, has also 
continued to result in important outcomes for NQCC.

This year I’m particularly keen to report on the 
collaboration of management committee members, 
staff, and volunteers through the Governance, Human 
Resources and Finances subcommittees. These 
subcommittees have been working to establish good 
organisational structures that ensure our legislative 

compliance, strengthen our resilience, and support a 
respectful workplace for our staff, members and 
volunteers. Such structural integrity provides for a 
robust organisation going forwards, supporting NQCC 
to continue in our role as the peak environmental 
non-government organisation for the North 
Queensland region. It is in recognition of this role that 
NQCC receives State Government funding, and it is in 
the performance of this role that NQCC can be a 
most effective advocate for our natural environment.

Chris Pam
President
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FFrroomm  tthhee  SSttaaffff

2021-22 has been the most exciting year I have seen 
at NQCC since I began as a volunteer in 2017. As an 
organisation, we have met our challenges head-on 
with courage and compassion, truly embracing a 
growth mindset. I am still learning and developing as 
a campaigner, but thanks to the support I receive in 
my role from many wonderful people, NQCC has a lot 
to be proud of this year. 

In a federal election where many local candidates 
were too afraid to campaign on climate change, we 
ensured it was front of mind for candidates and 
voters. I am incredibly proud of the Climate Rally that 
we pulled together before the election – not just 
because we had over 70 people attend, including 
candidates from across the political spectrum – but 
because it was supported by brilliant presenters from 
across our community, who showed us what climate 
action can (and does!) look like here in North 
Queensland. 

Our campaign to protect the Burdekin Basin also 
came to a head this year when Hells Gates Dam 
became a multi-billion-dollar Morrison Government 
election promise. When the announcement came, we 
were ready to act. Thanks to the significant outreach 
of our campaign subcommittee, we were viewed as a 
trustworthy source of information and many media 
sources reached out to us. Our work on this 
campaign ultimately gave us a platform and helped 
ensure that North Queenslanders were well informed. 
It was a relief to see the announcement go down like 
a lead balloon!

We have continued to play a role in ongoing 
conservation campaigns, through collaborations with 
local communities and the statewide movement. 
We’ve seen some great wins for National Parks and 
the transition to renewable energy, among others. 
Unfortunately, nature continues to be undervalued, 
harmed and destroyed, and unsustainable 

development proposals constantly arise. Not only do 
we continue to show up and speak out about these 
violations, but we also call for lasting, systemic 
change to ensure that we (and those who come after 
us) aren’t fighting the same battles in years to come. 

This year, we’ve been honoured to promote and 
support the work of awesome grassroots groups who 
are making a tangible difference for local 
conservation efforts. I look forward to taking our 
engagement with groups like these to the next level in 
future!

I was excited by the opportunity to develop new 
connections with incredible people from across my 
local community and undergo community organising 
training with them through the Queensland 
Community Alliance this year. I believe these 
connections will have a remarkable impact on our 
organisation and our work into the future. My 
experience with WELA (Women’s Environmental 
Leadership Australia) has also provided me with a 
network that continues to develop and nourish me, 
both professionally and personally, for which I’m 
incredibly grateful. 

When I was offered a permanent position with NQCC 
this year, I was very happy to accept. This organisation 
is incredibly valuable to me, as I know it is to all our 
members, and I’m proud to be a part of its journey as 
it becomes a real force to be reckoned with. I’d like to 
thank Tiff and our Management Committee, 
volunteers, members, donors and supporters, who 
have made everything in this report possible. 

Crystal Falknau
Coordinator
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This has been an all systems go year for NQCC! We 
kicked off 2021/2022 with our first fundraiser for the 
year, our biennial Postcard Art Exhibition and Art 
Auction. This was my first time planning and 
coordinating a fundraising event so I had no idea what 
I was getting myself into but thanks to the amazing 
staff at Umbrella Studio and our incredible volunteers 
the exhibition ran smoothly and the auction was a 
great success with $3690 raised! It was inspiring to 
see so many artworks donated by artists who care for 
the environment as much as we do- this event would 
not be possible without them. 

Our annual Trivia Night was also a success, raising 
over $2795 thanks to our amazing crew of volunteers, 
the many businesses that donated prizes to our Mega 
Raffle (which raised over $1,556 alone) and our Trivia 
Night teams! 

With our final fundraiser for the year we tried 
something a little different. Our online ‘Cool it for 
Climate’ peer-to peer fundraiser strategically kicked 
off in March in the lead up to the Federal election. Our 
amazing participants signed up to a challenge and set 
the goal amount that they wanted to reach and 
thanks to their amazing efforts, we raised $6256! 
These events not only raise money for our 
organisation, they also allow us to educate, inspire 
and engage positively with our members, community 
and local businesses which is a value in itself. 

In addition to our fundraising events we also had a 
blast at Eco Fiesta this year with many attendees 
dropping by to place a leaf on our Sustainability Tree 
(painted by David Sewell). Our tree was also a hit at 
the last JCU Market day. It has been a fantastic 
activity that enables us to engage with people and 
discover the actions that they would like to see our 
local government take in regards to sustainability and 
better protecting nature within our region. Once we 
have filled our tree, it will be presented to Townsville 

City Council.

We have been growing our networks and community 
presence through our monthly Green Drinks social 
event and through new networking opportunities as 
they arise such as Sundalah Community Meet and 
Mingle and Planet Conscious Townsville events. This 
year has not only seen an increase in funding coming 
from fundraising activities, we have also seen a 
substantial increase in total donations with both our 
on-going monthly donors and one off donation value 
increasing. I am positive that we can continue to 
increase our funding so that we can grow our 
organisation, achieve our mission and see our vision 
come into fruition. 

With two part-time staff, we already punch well 
above our weight. Our newly formed Fundraising 
Subcommittee will help to take our work even further, 
bringing new energy, knowledge and experience to 
our fundraising efforts. My role with NQCC is for just 
two days a week, which means that I must work 
efficiently and learn fast! I am extremely grateful for 
the support of our volunteers and especially my 
coordinator Crystal. Looking back on 2021/2022, I am 
extremely grateful for the experiences, the amazing 
and inspiring people I have met along the way and 
the valuable lessons that I could only learn by 
jumping in the deep end, lessons that have enabled 
us to evaluate and understand where we can make 
improvements in engagement, efficiency and efficacy, 
improvements which will only benefit NQCC in the 
future.

Tiffany Bond
Community Engagement
& Fundraising
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HHooww  WWee  WWoorrkk

There are many people who contribute towards our organisation and our work. Our 
governance and strategic direction are overseen by our Management Committee and our 
day-to-day operations are managed by our staff. This work is strengthened by the support of 
our subcommittees, volunteers, donors, supporters, members, affiliated groups, and our 
wider community.

Our Management Committee meets monthly, either in person or online, and our 
subcommittees and other volunteer groups meet as needed. Our beautiful office in Railway 
Estate is where a lot of the magic happens!

We communicate with our members and supporters through our enduring monthly e-
newsletter, Paperbark, and other email updates. We also engage with our wider community 
via social media. You may also find us in the news from time to time, giving voice to North 
Queensland’s conservation matters.

Management Committee
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Chris Pam – President
Chris is trained as an anthropologist and is currently working as a facilitator in 
the JCU Respect Program. Some of her previous research has focused on 
community understandings of climate change in the Pacific. Chris has been 
concerned about social justice and environmental issues for many years and 
is keen to work on climate justice campaigns with others in the North 
Queensland community.

Alastair Birtles – Vice President
One of the founders of NQCC, Alastair returned to the Management 
Committee in 2018. He has 40+ years of experience in tropical research and 
over ten years of teaching marine biology and zoology in Great Barrier Reef 
environments. He leads a 20-year Minke Whale Project and other marine 
wildlife tourism projects.

Peter Hanley – Secretary
Peter Hanley has lived in North Queensland for more than 30 years. His 
interests include human rights, social justice, sustainability and community 
development, with a particular penchant for creative performances to 
educate and inform. Peter is also a convenor of the Amnesty International 
Townsville branch and writes a blog, "True North".
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Andrea Ubillúss – Treasurer
Andrea moved to North Queensland in 2018 from Peru, after finishing her 
Bachelors Degree in Economics and gaining some experience in finance and 
accounting. She has done some travelling and lived in a few different 
countries, developing a passion for conscious travel around the world. She 
now has a special interest in the impact of human activities in protected 
areas, and in protecting nature, culture and traditions. We welcomed Andrea 
on board as our Treasurer in September 2021.

Cam Leitch
Cam has a passion for promoting an ecologically sustainable future for our 
(one and only) Earth and is particularly interested in working towards 
reducing our greenhouse emissions and keeping coal in the ground. Cam 
retired from his job as a structural engineer in 2014 and so he now has more 
time to devote to his other pursuits, including being an active member of the 
NQCC Committee which he joined in 2017.

Linda Davis
Linda is a retired local teacher with a background in ecology and marine 
biology, who worked in freshwater ecology for several years. With deep 
concerns for the state of our terrestrial and marine environments, she has 
supported NQCC for many years.

John Connell
John has spent 30 years working with livelihood development projects in 
southeast Asia, and has a strong commitment to ensuring everyone has a 
'fair go'. This work has involved identifying 'entry points' and 'pathways' that 
engage both smallholder farmers and local government officials in change. 
These skills have been helpful in developing NQCC’s Burdekin Basin 
campaign.  

Tom O’Grady
Tom grew up in Townsville and from an early age has been passionate about 
protecting our natural environment. He holds a Bachelor of Business in 
Economics from James Cook University and is particularly interested in 
natural resource management and urban sustainability. Tom believes that 
major societal changes have to happen if we are to avert the worst effects of 
the climate crisis. In his downtime, Tom likes to go bushwalking, tend to his 
garden and is always up for a bit of karaoke.

Special thanks to Matt Garbutt, who served on NQCC’s Management 
Committee from 2020-2022.



Staff
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Crystal Falknau – Coordinator
Crystal moved to Townsville in 2016 from Toowoomba, where she completed 
her Bachelor of Science in Environment and Sustainability at the University of 
Southern Queensland. During her studies she developed a passion for 
environmental advocacy and joined the conservation movement. After 
moving to Townsville, she became an active volunteer with NQCC, attending 
demonstrations, volunteering, and later joining the Management Committee. 
She was employed as NQCC’s Community Campaigner in October 2018 
before taking on the role of Coordinator in April 2021.

She is passionate about Australia’s biodiversity and loves exploring our 
National Parks. Her other main passion is martial arts, though she takes a 
non-violent approach to fighting for conservation and climate justice. 

Tiffany Bond – Community Engagement & Fundraising
When Tiff moved to Townsville 25 years ago, she fell in love with the region 
and its beautiful beaches, creeks, and rivers. Devastated by the litter she saw 
in our waterways, she dedicated herself to removing debris in her spare time. 
Compelled by the desire to help protect wildlife and to conserve these 
beautiful places for future generations, she regularly removes litter from local 
waterways, occasionally involving her children and friends and using social 
media to increase awareness. 

She is passionate about leading by example to help inspire others. She 
follows a vegan diet to reduce her carbon footprint and has been reducing 
her waste with gradual lifestyle changes. She hopes to use her passion for 
environmental protection and conservation through projects that educate 
and encourage the community to be more actively involved in conservation 
and waste management. Tiff was an active volunteer with NQCC from 2020 
and stepped into the Community Engagement and Fundraising position in 
April 2021.

Subcommittees
Subcommittees have helped to focus the work of our 
volunteers and excel our organisation’s growth and 
development. They allow volunteers to apply their 
skills, experience or expertise where they are most 
useful.

Our current subcommittees include the following:

• Burdekin Basin Subcommittee
• Communication Subcommittee
• Finance Subcommittee
• First Nations Partnerships Subcommittee
• Fundraising Subcommittee
• Governance Subcommittee
• Human Resources Subcommittee 
• Public Fund Subcommittee
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Training & Development
Community Organising Training – 
Queensland Community Alliance
Some of NQCC’s staff, Management Committee and 
volunteers underwent Community Organising training 
with the Queensland Community Alliance, alongside 
leaders from across Townsville. This was an 
invaluable opportunity to gain new skills and build 
meaningful relationships from outside of our regular 
networks.

Women’s Environmental Leadership 
Australia (WELA)
This year saw Crystal complete her course with 
Women’s Environmental Leadership Australia, in 
which she gained new campaigning and leadership 
skills and established an incredible support network 
of women from right across the country. 

Governance training
This year, our Management Committee undertook 
online Governance training, offered through the Qld 
Conservation Council and funded through the SM 
Robinson Fund. This has helped to build upon existing 
knowledge, identify gaps, and helped Management 
Committee members and staff to better understand 
their responsibilities relating to legislative 
compliance.

Collaboration
North Queensland’s environment benefits from the 
work of all kinds of initiatives from individuals, 
community groups and larger organisations. We 
endeavour to support and collaborate with others 
working towards conservation throughout our region 
wherever possible. Some activities carried out by our 
member groups include habitat restoration, food 
waste reduction, wildlife care, invasive species 
management, and education through nature-based 
activities. 

We also collaborate with individuals and 
organisations from all over Queensland, with 
upskilling, knowledge-sharing and collaborative 
campaigns facilitated online or at gatherings such as 
QCC’s Queensland Environment Roundtables.

Meeting with the Queensland 
Community Alliance



WWhhaatt  WWee  DDoo

For the past several years, NQCC has advocated for 
the protection and sustainable management of the 
Burdekin River, to preserve its natural and cultural 
values and ensure that the communities and 
industries that depend on it can continue to do so 
well into the future. 

The cumulative impacts of proposed developments 
for the Burdekin Basin, including Urannah Dam, Hells 
Gates Dam, Big Rocks Weir and the raising of the 
Burdekin Falls Dam threaten the long-term viability of 
local ecosystems, communities and industry. 

We have been bringing these risks to the attention of 
policy-makers and stakeholders, advocating for an 
integrated management approach to prevent the 
Burdekin River from becoming the next Murray-
Darling. 

Advocacy within Government
In our advocacy for integrated management of the 
Burdekin Basin, we have had meetings and 
correspondence with relevant groups and Federal 
and State Government entities, such as:

• The Hon Glenn Butcher MP (Qld Minister for 
Regional Development and Minister for Water)

• Ms Toni Power (Qld Coordinator-General)
• Hon Tanya Plibersek (Federal Minister for 

Environment and Water)
• Senator Murray Watt (Minister for Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry)
• Senator Nita Green MP (Special Envoy to the 

Great Barrier Reef)
• Minister Madeleine King (Minister for Northern 

Australia)
• Minister Catherine King (Minister for 

Infrastructure, Transport and Regional 

Development)
• Hon Dr Jim Chalmers (Treasurer)
• Senator Hon Katy Gallagher (Minister for Finance 

and the Public Service)
• Hon Meaghan Scanlon MP (Qld Minister for 

Environment and the Great Barrier Reef)
• Hon Scott Stewart MP (Minister for Resources 

and State MP for Townsville)
• Peter Spencer (advisor to Deputy Premier)
• Ross McLeod (environmental advisor to the 

Premier)
• Georgina Davis (Qld Farmers Federation CEO)
• Chris Norman (NRM Regions Qld CEO)

Partnerships and Consultation
Our Burdekin Basin Subcommittee brings together a 
range of skills, knowledge and expertise, and we work 
closely with Queensland Conservation Council and 
Mackay Conservation Group. 

Over the past few years, we have undertaken active 
consultation with a range of stakeholders in the 
Lower Burdekin, such as Burdekin Regional Council, 
CANEGROWERS, Lower Burdekin Water, and Burdekin 
River Irrigation Area. John Connell also represents 
NQCC on the SunWater Reference Group for the 
raising of Burdekin Falls Dam.

Public Awareness/Media
Media releases, blog posts, letters to the editor and 
media articles have helped to communicate the 
complexities of this campaign to our supporters and 
interested members of the wider community. 

A helicopter scoping trip in August of 2021 helped to 
foster a better understanding and connection with 
the Upper Burdekin River – an area not well known to 
many North Queenslanders. We were joined by Gugu 
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Badhun Traditional Owner Richard Hoolihan, who 
could answer questions we had about the local 
ecology. Coverage of this trip by Channel 7 News 
helped to bring attention to our campaign for 
sustainable river management.

In late September 2021, John Connell attended the 
24th International Rivers Symposium in Brisbane, to 
help bring greater focus to the issues affecting 
Burdekin and highlight NQCC’s role in this work. It was 
also a valuable opportunity to learn about the work 
that other agencies are doing on improving the health 
of river systems around the world, including some 

inspiring examples of community-based river 
management and restoration. 

Thanks to our background work, when the Morrison 
Government announced funding for Hells Gates Dam 
and Urannah in the lead up to the federal election, we 
were ready to hit the ground running, sharing 
information from our online resource library, speaking 
to journalists a range of media sources and 
presenting information to our supporters via email 
and social media. From what we could tell, the 
announcement was largely received with skepticism 
by local communities.

Reedy Creek, a tributary of the upper 
Burdekin River



Climate Change
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Collaborations
This year, we continued our legacy of working closely 
alongside organisations of all sizes to advocate for 
climate action. Partnering with CANA (Climate Action 
Network Australia) has provided us with a strong and 
supportive network of climate campaigners and 
groups from across Australia, and we have continued 
to collaborate with other national groups like AYCC 
(the Australian Youth Climate Coalition), Solar Citizens 
and School Strike 4 Climate.

School Strike 4 Climate 2021
NQCC was proud to be among the supporters who 
attended the School Strike 4 Climate at Strand Park 
on Friday 15 October 2021. The students and 
supporters marched along Townsville’s iconic Strand 
to the Amphitheatre for speeches, and then returned 
to Strand Park to enjoy food, activities and 
entertainment. Many Climate Action Now signs and 
stickers found loving homes that day!

Climate Action Townsville
When Covid-19 made a comeback in early 2022, we 
had formed the Climate Action Townsville Group, 
which met fortnightly to build upon personal stories 
and messages about climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, tailored to our community. These 
meetings were primarily held online, allowing 
supporters to attend from as far as Cardwell and 
Collinsville!

Together, we designed our #ClimateActionNow t-
shirts, distributed signs and stickers with local 
supporters and shared them on social media, 
including a snap gathering on the Strand for the 
Climate Action Now Day of Action! These signs and 
stickers have been a hallmark of the climate election 
throughout Queensland, and it is heartening to see 
them on display around our region.

Cool it for Climate Fundraiser
Personal stories of local climate change impacts 
formed the basis of our Cool it for Climate fundraiser, 
a peer-to-peer fundraising campaign that helped to 
highlight the urgency of the climate crisis while 
raising money for our climate advocacy in North 
Queensland. 

Over several weeks, teams and individuals undertook 
challenges that used the number eight – the number 
of years until 2030, when emissions need to be 
slashed in half to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 
From swimming lengths of Alma Bay and running 
lengths of the Strand to planting trees and collecting 
litter, the challenges helped supporters to bring the 
message to their families and friends, helping us to 
raise over $6,600! A highlight of the fundraiser was 
the Alma Bay Challenge, which attracted a crowd of 
supporters and made for a wonderful day on the 
island.

Some of the participants in School 
Strike 4 Climate

Cool it for Climate team on Yunbenun/
Magnetic Island
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Climate Rally
On the last weekend before the 2022 federal election, 
over 70 locals attended our Townsville Climate Rally, 
to come together, listen to our presenters and show 
their support for climate action.

Among our attendees were several candidates for 
Herbert, including the incumbent Phillip Thompson 
MP (LNP), Scott Humphreys (Greens), Toni McCormack 
(AJP), Toni McMahon (IMOP) and Angela Egan 
(Independent). We were delighted to have candidates 
from across the political spectrum joining us, to listen 
to what we had to say and to talk face-to-face with 
community members about the impacts of climate 
change and opportunities for local action.

Our presenters represented a variety of backgrounds, 
sharing their personal experiences and/or their 
expertise. All of the presentations were recorded and 
are available on our YouTube channel.

Our presenters included:

• Dr Scott Heron, A/Prof of Physics at JCU
• Nekina Mary-Ann Whap, Torres Strait Islander 

woman and climate change advocate
• Sophie Neilson-Bond, local primary school 

student
• Amaya Hytch, Australian Youth Climate Coalition 

(AYCC) Townsville Organiser
• Tom O’Grady, Solar Citizens Townsville Organiser
• Des Bolton, agricultural land manager
• David Browning, Fair Bite Townsville volunteer
• Crystal Falknau, NQCC Coordinator

National Parks
We have continued to advocate for the expansion, 
management and protection of Queensland’s 
National Parks, both locally and in collaboration with 
other conservation groups, such as QCC, Pew 
Charitable Trusts and the Invasive Species Council, 
among others.

This year, we have signed onto joint letters, advocated 
at Ministerial Roundtables, spoken with the ABC 
following the acquisition of The Lakes National Park, 
highlighted the threat of Yellow Crazy Ants to Bowling 
Green Bay National Park with Qld Environment 
Minister Meaghan Scanlon and delivered a coffee 

table book on the importance of protected areas to 
Qld Resources Minister and Townsville MP Scott 
Stewart. 

Thanks to ongoing advocacy from the statewide 
conservation movement, the most recent state 
budget includes $262.5 million for the acquisition and 
expansion of Queensland’s National Parks, which is 
great news for our state’s biodiversity and regional 
communities. 

Nekina Mary-Ann Whap presenting at 
the Townsville Climate Rally



Aquatic & Marine Health
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NQCC is proud to partner with two fantastic local 
bodies with interests in aquatic and marine health – 
the Townsville Local Marine Advisory Committee 
(LMAC) and the Dry Tropics Partnership for Healthy 
Waterways. Through meetings, presentations and 
events, these partnerships provide us with 

opportunities to provide conservation perspectives to 
issues being explored, keep us connected with 
projects to protect local aquatic and marine 
environments, and share information with our 
supporters. 

Illegal Dumping
Since joining the Townsville Illegal Dumping 
Committee, we have built important relationships 
with the Department of Environment and Science, 
Townsville City Council and other community groups 
working to combat illegal dumping. We look forward 
to taking these collaborations further, to help mitigate 
illegal dumping in the Townsville area.

Phil’s Bush Cleanups has been restoring valuable 
habitat on the Port Access Nature Reserve through 
the removal of illegally dumped rubbish. This year, we 
were excited to receive funding through the Qld 
Government’s Community Sustainability Action 
Grants to support “Operation Habitat Auto”, aimed at 
removing car bodies from the Reserve. Phil and his 
volunteers have been hard at work, removing tonnes 
of waste and protecting local wildlife and waterways 
from associated pollutants. 

Wildlife & Habitat
Flying Foxes
To promote the release of EDO and CAFNEC’s report 
into Qld Flying Fox Roost Management Reform, we 
held a snap media action to raise awareness for the 
need to better manage and restore habitat for these 
vital species. Our message was amplified with the 
help of local supporters, social media followers and 
QCC’s member support team. Our advocacy in this 
space continues.

Townsville’s Trees
We continued to collaborate with the dedicated 
volunteers of the Townsville Tree Advocacy Group to 
advocate for better protection for Townsville’s urban 
forest. Together, we presented to Townsville City 
Council’s Environmental Sustainability Committee, 
where we outlined best practice and insisted that 
their Public Tree Management Policy be open to 
community consultation. 

In September 2021, the draft policy was released for 
consultation, and NQCC’s submission was one of 70 
received. Following the consultation period, we and 
other interested local groups met with Council staff, 
where we elaborated on the substance of our 
submissions. Council’s Public Tree Management 
Policy was adopted in October 2021, and, while local 
trees are not yet fully protected from needless 
removal, our ability to organise, stand up and make 
change is gaining recognition within Council and our 
wider community. 

At a media event supporting the Roost 
Management Reform Report
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Ministerial Roundtables
As always, roundtables with Qld Environment Minister 
Meaghan Scanlon and the Department of 
Environment and Science provided opportunities for 
direct advocacy and information-sharing on all sides.

Crystal represented NQCC at these roundtables in 
November 2021 and June 2022, with a wide range of 
topics covered, such as Climate Mitigation & 
Adaptation, Planning & Development, Laws for 
Biodiversity, Protected Areas and Reef & Water. 

Significant preparation goes into these meetings, to 
ensure they are as effective as possible, with QCC 
facilitating online meetings in the lead up and in-
person workshops to make the most of our time 
together. 

The Evening with the Minister was also a highlight, 
with around 300 Queenslanders jumping online for it 
– including plenty of North Queenslanders!

Attendees at June's Ministerial 
Roundtable in Brisbane

Submissions
• Museum of Underwater Art – Yunbenun 

installation proposal
• Townsville City Council’s Public Tree 

Management Policy
• Joint letter to IUCN re: Central Qld Coal mine
• Ross River Dam to Douglas Water Treatment 

Plant Pipeline Duplication
• The Genex Kidston Connection Project
• Townsville's proposed animal management laws



HHooww  WWee  EEnnggaaggee  wwiitthh  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy

This monthly networking event has continued to 
strengthen and grow local “green” networks, 
connecting volunteers with organisations, increasing 
awareness of local environmental issues, and 
fostering new personal and professional relationships. 

Green Drinks has taken place online and in person, at 
lovely venues such as Grill’d, The Commonwealth 
Hotel and Smugglers Wine Bar.
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Green Drinks

Leading up to the 2022 federal election, we 
endeavoured to speak with as many local candidates 
as possible, with most conversations taking place at 
local markets and community events. We pushed for 
ambitious climate action and discussed a range of 
other regional environmental issues. 

North Queensland experienced a record-breaking 
heatwave during the same week as life-threatening 
floods hit communities to the south, and, while many 
locals we spoke to were willing to accept these as 
climate change impacts, few were aware of where the 
major parties stood on climate change mitigation and 

adaptation. We used community events to reach 
candidates and local voters, sharing Vote Climate 
One’s traffic light guide and our own vision board for 
climate action. 

We pride ourselves on our non-partisanship and 
ability to communicate and collaborate with all 
political parties for better outcomes for North 
Queensland's environment. We look forward to 
working closely on relevant regional environmental 
matters with North Queensland's newly elected and 
re-elected federal MPs.

2022 Federal Election

Some of the crowd at the Climate Rally 
for the Federal Election
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Townsville’s Eco Fiesta was a bee-themed 
community event run by Townsville City Council on 
World Environment Day (5 June 2022) in the beautiful 
Anderson Gardens. The event brought together eco-
conscious businesses, community groups and 
organisations, to celebrate and share their products, 
services and activities with the wider community. 

Locals dropped by our stall to learn more about our 
organisation and help us bring our Sustainability Tree 
to life. Visitors to our stall were invited to write 
suggestions for Townsville City Council to make our 
city more sustainable on fabric leaves, which were 
then pinned to our Sustainability Tree, beautifully 
painted by David Sewell. This activity engaged locals 
of all ages and sparked many interesting 
conversations.

We also promoted our Climate Action Townsville 
group and spread the #ClimateActionNow message 
with the help of the Mental Sistas and Gardening 
Australia presenter Hannah Moloney. Our stall was 
supported by The Hub Creative Space, who donated 
locally made Boomerang Bags to be sold for 
fundraising, and a handful of energetic volunteers. Big 
thanks to our volunteers!

Eco Fiesta

We’ve appreciated opportunities to interact face-to-
face with students of all ages over the past twelve 
months, at events such as St Benedict’s Ecofest, 
Pimlico High School’s Career Expo, Youth Response 
2021 and JCU O-Week Market Days. 

Student Interactions

Hanging with the Mental Sistas at 
EcoFiesta 2022

Engaging with students at St Benedicts 
Ecofest



HHooww  WWee  AArree  FFuunnddeedd

NQCC is a not-for-profit incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act 
1981 (Queensland). The organisation is a registered charity with the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC). NQCC fulfills its governance obligations through reports 
and returns as required to the ACNC, Office of Fair Trading and the Register of Environment 
Organisations through the Australian Tax Office.

NQCC maintains a public gift fund - the NQCC Environment Fund - which is a tax-deductible 
gift recipient registered by the Australian Taxation Office and subject to the regulatory 
oversight of the Commonwealth Register of Environmental Organisations and the ACNC. Sue 
Cole, Cam Leitch, Bernadette Boscacci and Sue O’Brien oversee the NQCC Environment Fund. 
All donations received are used to support NQCC’s environmental objectives.

As well as donations, NQCC is funded through memberships, fundraising events and funding 
from the Queensland Government. In 2021-2022, NQCC was granted $65,000 from the 
Queensland State Government, from their Non-Government Conservation Funding Program. 
NQCC gratefully acknowledges the support of this agency.

22



23

Postcard Art Auction
Our biennial Postcard Art Exhibition (entitled “Nature: 
the wonder and the tragedy”) was featured at 
Umbrella Studio for four weeks in the lead up to our 
Fundraising Auction, which was attended by art and 
environment lovers alike. Each of the 125 artworks 
generously donated by artists from around the 
country were auctioned off to loving homes, with the 
bidding wars raising over $4,500!

We are incredibly thankful to the artists who 
contributed their works, the bidders (and proxy 
bidders) and our amazing volunteers who gave their 
time on the night. We’d also love to thank Umbrella 
Studio for their invaluable support.

Trivia Night & Mega Raffle
Nine teams played Trivia in a night of fun and frivolity. 
It was a tight game, but the Suppository of Wisdom 
finished with the win! Volunteers helped bring the 
event to life, and local businesses generously donated 
prizes for our Mega Raffle. This event brought in over 
$3,800!

Cool it for Climate Fundraiser
This peer-to-peer fundraiser activated our 
supporters, grew our public profile and raised over 
$6.6K!

Fundraising Events

2021's winning trivia team - 
Suppository of Wisdom

How to Support Us
• Become a member
• Join a Subcommittee or volunteer
• Spread our message on social media
• Become a monthly donor
• Donate your containers – our ID is C10028366!
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The achievements and activities in this report have been 
made possible with the support of affiliated groups, local 
businesses, our members, volunteers, supporters and 
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Sponsors and supportive businesses:

• Baker D North
• Billabong Sanctuary
• Canva
• DA Captured Photography
• The Eco Wardrobe
• The Float House Townsville
• Gecko Interiors
• Gypseas Café 
• The Hopiti Café
• The Huni Pot Café 
• Josephine Carter Photography
• KD’s Vegan Takeaway
• Kissing Chickens
• Little Ray of Bright
• Mamu Tropical Skywalk
• Mary Who Bookshop
• MK Veggie Kitchen
• N. Hughes Photography
• Paronella Park
• Lucy Holland Naturopath
• Sweetleaf Gardening
• Sweet Freedom Bakehouse
• Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts
• Wild Rice Laos and Thai Cuisine

Photos and design courtesey of David McMillan. Aerial photography front cover 
used under licence (CC BY 4.0) State of Queensland (Department of Resources)
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