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15 March 2022 
 
 
Mr John G. Connell 
Head: Burdekin Basin sub-committee 
North Queensland Conservation Council 
john.g.connell@nqcc.org.au  
 
 
Dear Mr Connell  
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 February 2022 about the environmental impact statement 
(EIS) process for the Burdekin Falls Dam Raising project. The Coordinator-General has 
asked that I reply on her behalf. I acknowledge the concerns raised in your letter. Please 
be assured that the Office of the Coordinator-General (OCG) remains committed to 
rigorous assessment of this project.  
 
Sunwater have advised that they expect to be finalising preparation of the draft EIS for 
this project during 2022. Timing for delivery of the draft EIS for the project is dependent 
on the project proponent, Sunwater Limited. Once provided, OCG will undertake an 
adequacy review against the terms of reference (TOR) for the project. If satisfied that the 
requirements of the TOR have been met, the draft EIS will be publicly notified by the 
Coordinator-General. I note that the detailed business case is being progressed by 
Sunwater and is outside the scope of the EIS process.  Sunwater is able to advise on the 
current status of the business case process and I note that North Queensland 
Conservation Council (NQCC) is engaged in their stakeholder consultation processes.  
OCG will also contact Sunwater to request they provide an update to NQCC on the 
current status of the business case.  
 
I confirm that the TOR for this project includes the objective for cumulative impact 
assessment (CIA) that “reasonably foreseeable projects” be considered in the draft EIS. 
This is consistent in the TOR for each water infrastructure proposal in the Burdekin Basin 
being assessed by the Coordinator-General. As a part of the CIA requirements, the three 
declared coordinated projects are required to share data and information during 
development of the draft EIS to assist in the development of a robust CIA model.  This 
work is ongoing and is being coordinated by OCG.  This requirement to share data is 
currently limited to the three coordinated projects currently being assessed.   
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Your recognition of Sunwater’s productive engagement through their community 
reference group is appreciated. I confirm that OCG strongly encourages every proponent 
to undertake comprehensive stakeholder consultation during development of a draft EIS, 
including with environmental advocacy groups. The decision on how to undertake this 
consultation is made by each project proponent.  At the most recent meeting held with 
NQCC and OCG staff, you raised concerns regarding stakeholder consultation with 
environmental groups regarding the Urannah Dam and Irrigation Project.  I can confirm 
that OCG did remind the proponent of that project of the importance of stakeholder 
consultation with environmental groups, particularly the Mackay Conservation Council.  I 
have asked OCG staff to raise the importance of ongoing stakeholder consultation with 
all project proponents currently undergoing EIS assessment by the Coordinator-General. 
Finally, I confirm that section 12 of the TOR for this project, particularly clauses 12.5 and 
12.6, requires the draft EIS to include consideration of alternatives to the proposed 
development and to provide justification for the preferred project development option.   
 
If you require any further information, please contact Kate Weir, Director, Office of the 
Coordinator-General at kate.weir@coordinatorgeneral.qld.gov.au or on (07) 3452 7561, 
who will be pleased to assist. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Kerry Smeltzer 
Assistant Coordinator-General 
Project Evaluation and Facilitation 


