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Dear Mr Connell 
 
Thank you for your recent letters to the Honourable Glenn Butcher MP, Minister for Regional 
Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water regarding the review of the Water Plan 
(Burdekin Basin) 2007, Cape Bowling Green erosion and riverbed levels on the Burdekin. 
The Minister has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
 
I note your request to initiate the water plan review process at the earliest possible date. The 
Minister intends, before expiry of the water plan, to review the effectiveness of the water plan and 
its implementation. This will inform his decision about the timing of its replacement. His review 
will consider the risks to sustainable management alongside emerging demands for water, some 
of which you have identified in your letter. As required by legislation, a review of the water plan 
involves public consultation. This includes multiple opportunities for the public and stakeholders 
to discuss the proposals with staff of the Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing 
and Water (DRDMW) and formally submit their views on how water should be managed in the 
Burdekin Basin. The review will use the best available and most up to date science through 
hydrologic (including climate change modelling), environmental, cultural and socio-economic 
assessments. 
 
With respect to matters relating to the Hells Gates Dam Business Case, the Hells Gates Dam and 
Big Rocks Weir Project is a feasibility assessment being undertaken with the support of the 
Australian Government’s National Water Infrastructure Development Fund. Townsville Enterprise 
Limited (TEL) is responsible for the consultation and peer review of the assessments. DRDMW 
coordinates a state agency review of the draft Detailed Business Case with the expectation that 
comments made to TEL will be addressed in the finalisation process. 
 
In relation to establishing a ‘Modern Irrigation Precinct’ in the Lower Burdekin, DRDMW has been 
working with Sunwater and irrigators in the Burdekin Haughton Water Supply Scheme to address 
risks associated with rising groundwater. The solution requires action both on-farm and off-farm. 
Off-farm, Sunwater has started $12.5 million of infrastructure related works to address rising 
groundwater in the most at-risk areas. On-farm, irrigators are encouraged to adopt improved 
irrigation practices. DRDMW continues to monitor the situation and is working with the 
Department of Environment and Science (DES) and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
(DAF) to progress improved irrigation practices. 
  



 
 

 

 
 
In your letter regarding Cape Bowling Green erosion and riverbed levels in the Burdekin River, I 
note your ongoing interest in these matters and thank you for the paper published by Professor 
Wolanski. I have passed the paper onto DRDMW for its consideration. 
 
In my letter dated 16 December 2021, I advised that DRDMW held a technical workshop on 
30 November 2021 to discuss the impact of water resource development on sedimentation 
processes in the Burdekin River. I also advised that DRDMW was planning to hold a subsequent 
seminar with other stakeholder’s such as the North Queensland Conservation Council in the first 
half of 2022. 
 
I understand you engage regularly with DRDMW about water and related issues, and I know they 
appreciate your input and commitment.  I trust that you will be able to continue to engage with 
them on these important matters. 
 
Mr John Ritchie, Director, Water Policy, Water Resource Management in DRDMW who has 
responsibility for water planning matters in the Burdekin Basin will be in contact about the 
upcoming seminar and corresponding materials. If you require any further information, please 
contact Mr Ritchie on 0407 119 549 or email john.ritchie@rdmw.qld.gov.au, who will be pleased 
to assist. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
FRANCES STEWART 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Minister for Regional Development 
and Manufacturing and Minister for Water  

 


