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17 June 2021 
 
 
 
 
Mr John Connell  
Burdekin Basin Sub-committee 
North Queensland Conservation Council 
john.g.connell@nqcc.org.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Connell 
 
Thank you for your email of 11 May 2021 to the Honourable Meaghan Scanlon MP, Minister for the 
Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs regarding 
concerns over ongoing erosion of the Cape Bowling Green Bay sandspit and potential impacts on the 
Ramsar site. The Minister has asked me to respond on her behalf. 
 
The Bowling Green Bay Ramsar Site is recognised for its expansive and unique wetland system 
which includes a diversity of wetland types such as rocky marine shores, estuarine waters, intertidal 
mud and sand flats, freshwater tree-dominated wetlands as well as habitat for a diversity of wildlife 
including migratory waterbird and fisheries species.  
 
The area of the Bowling Green Bay sandspit identified at risk of breach in your letter, is outside the 
Bowling Green Bay Ramsar Site, noting also that the oceanward extent of the Ramsar Site boundary 
is limited to the low water mark.  
 
Ramsar sites, particularly coastal Ramsar sites are dynamic environments and as such are expected 
to change over time through natural events and coastal processes including the transport, erosion 
and accretion of sediment. The Burdekin River has a history of changing course, and it is thought that 
the Cape Bowling Green Bay sandspit is likely to be a relic of an older delta associated with the 
Burdekin River. It is also unclear that if a breach occurred, what the impacts would be on the Ramsar 
Site. Waves associated with a breach would most likely dissipate in the bay, having limited impact on 
the intertidal wetlands. Sand may even be re-worked to fill the breach.  
 
The suggestion that erosion of the sandspit is being exacerbated by the existing Burdekin Falls Dam 
is uncertain. It is mentioned in the letter that the dam prevents the supply of sediment to the Burdekin 
River mouth, in effect starving the sandspit of sediment. The transport of sediment from the current 
Burdekin Delta would be very slow and it is unlikely that this material is being transported to the Cape 
Bowling Green Bay sandspit in the timeframe under consideration. There is also a significant amount 
of sand in the marine system in the vicinity of the sandspit, including around Alva and Mud Creek and 
Upstart Bay which will continue to supply sand to the sandspit over an extended timeframe.  
 
Through preliminary desk-top analysis and internal consultation, it is considered that erosion of the 
sandspit, which is within the Bowling Green Bay National Park, is likely to be primarily driven by 
natural processes, although this does warrant investigation as it is uncertain how existing 
developments and a changing climate may be affecting the sandspit through rising sea level, 
changing wind and rainfall patterns and stream flow. 
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Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service & Partnerships (QPWS&P) is nearing completion of a 
research and monitoring strategy for Bowling Green Bay National Park including a program of annual 
Health Checks. A combination of health checks and other available data will be used to track the 
condition of the Cape Bowling Green Bay Ramsar Site to inform the review of planning instruments 
and future updates of the Ramsar site documentation and park management plans.  
 
I trust you have found this information to be of assistance. I have also referred your letter to the Office 
of the Coordinator General, Department of State Development, Local Government and Planning, as 
many of the issues raised come under that portfolio. 
 
Should you require any further information, you may contact Mr Mike Ronan, Manager Wetlands of 
the Department of Environment and Science on telephone (07) 3330 5917 or by email at 
Mike.Ronan@des.qld.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Karen Hussey 
Deputy Director-General 
Environmental Policy and Programs 
 
 
 


