r

Students and ‘
Voting



Research background

Objectives

> Methodology

» NUS UK carried out this research to > A total of 5200 students and learners from
understand more about voting intentions the UK were consulted via an online survey
amongst students and learners The survey was promoted via the NUS

Reading the report

Nationbuilder database

» The survey took around 10 minutes to
complete and was in field in March 2024.

> Where there are any interesting significant
differences within demographic groupings,
these are highlighted on the chart. All
demographic grouping tables are available

Respondents were offered the chance of
winning a share of £500 for taking part
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Voter registration
and intention to
vote



Summary

What's important to learners

> While all issues presented to learners were of importance, unsurprisingly, the Cost
of Living and the NHS were the two issues of relatively most

importance.

> Around half of learners believe the UK is a welcoming place for
international students, and the majority indicate that the free

movement of students between the UK and EU is of importance.

> Learners do not believe that politicians value the views of young

people. They most commonly do not know whether their local

candidates represent the issues that matter to them nu'
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Summary

Voting registration and intention

> 89% of learners above the age of 18 are registered to vote. Of the
small proportion who are not, over half of those intend to register before the next

general election.

> This leads to 87% of those learners aged 18+ indicating that they will

vote in the next general election.

> For the small proportion not intending to vote, they cite the need for better
representation, clearer policies and outlines of what is on offer, and also

the need for their own education and increased understanding about

politics. nu.
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Summary

Voting registration and intention

> Learners most commonly intend to vote for Labour in the next general

election (38%). Almost a third are undecided.

> For those who voted in 2019, Labour was the most common party

amongst learners.
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Summary

Voting made easy

> Almost half believe that 16 and 17 year olds should be allowed to
vote in ALL UK elections.

> Learners indicate that this age group are one of the most impacted by
any decisions made today; they are the future generation who have to live
with any consequences. They are felt to be mature enough to make these sorts of

decisions and are already considered as adult in a number of areas. A

common comment was ‘no taxation without representation’.

> Two in five learners believe that institutions should register their

students for voting. Learners believe this would make it much easier and

more straightforward for students to vote. nu '
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While most issues are of some important, the NHS and the cost of living are more

likely to be extremely important

Cost of living
NHS

Health
Education
Housing

Mental Health
Student funding
Equalities
Environment
Job Opportunities
Schools

Economy

-100%-80%-60%-40%-20%

]

Importance of issues (Most important)

V6% 35% _ _45%
U480 32% 440 |
A% 27%  49% |
RL19% 27%  46%
%100 26%_ __46% |
0/20% 20% _ __42%
32206 369% 350 |

0%

20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Average Base: 5172 respondents. Balance: No response

B1l. How important are the following issues to you?

m Not important at all
Somewhat important

= Important

E Very important

m Extremely important
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Of least relative importance is international development and immigration

Importance of issues (least important)

Welfare 3% 27% 36%
Transport 0% 30% 29 %
Crime b %Y 30% 32% | 25% ®m Not important at all
Pensions ELLE28% . 27%  27%
| | | | Somewhat important
Tax 4% = 25% 22%

National Security = Important

AR 31% " 24% 23%
LA 30% - 22% 24%

War / International relations

E Very important
Britain’s relationship with the EU

pIL/ 0 32% - 20% 15 %

Defence m Extremely important

T 23% 3 19%16%
26% 3600 1094119

Immigration

International development

-100%-80%-60%-40%-20% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Average Base: 5172 respondents. Balance: No response national union of students

B1l. How important are the following issues to you?



Over half of learners would agree that the UK is a welcoming place for students

from outside the UK. Three in five claim that the free movement of UK and EU

students is important to them

The UK is a welcoming place for
students from outside the UK

Strongly agree i 10%

Neither agree or _ o
disagree 29%,
Disagree - 14%

Strongly disagree F 4%

0% 20% 40% 60%

The free movement of UK and EU
students is important to me

disagree 24%
Disagree . 4%

Strongly disagree F 2%

0% 20% 40%

Base: 5186 / 5175 respondents. Balance: No response

B2. To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
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Almost three quarters do not believe that politicians value the views of young
people while a third do not agree that the issues that matter to them matter to the

candidates standing for election. Two in five neither agree nor disagree; this could
indicate that they simple don’t know

Politicians generally value the views of The issues that matter to me also
young people matter to the candidates standing for
election in my constituency

Strongly agree i 4%

Strongly agree } 2%

Agree 20%

Neither agree or

Agree . 6%

disagree 19% disagree : ' 40%
Disagree 45% Disagree - 23% :

=

N
@

>

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

0% 20% 40% 60% 0% 20% 40% 60%

Base: 5188 / 5183 respondents. Balance: No response national union of students

B17. And to what extent do you agree with the following statements?



89% of learners above the age of 18 are registered to vote. Of those who are not

registered, over half intend to do so before the next general election

Registered to vote (18+) Intention to register to vote before
next general election (18+)

B Yes ENo m] don't know
mYes = No m] don’t know
Base: 4448 respondents. Balance: No response / under 18 Base: 243 respondents. Balance: Registered to vote / under 18 national union of students

B3. Are you currently registered to vote? B4. Do you intend to register to vote before the next general election?



Of those who are registered and intend to register to vote, 87% intend to vote in

the next general election. Those who don't indicate untruthful politicians, a lack of
representation and being unsure of who to vote for

Intention to vote in the Why not?
next general election (18+)

Politicians don't keep their promises anyway 35%

50, I don't feel the parties represent me 34%
I'm undecided on who to vote for 31%

I don’t think my vote would make a difference

87% It's a waste of time

m] don’t know I'm too young

ENo
Can't be bothered/don’t care

HYes
I don’t have ID

I'm not currently living in the UK

Other

Don't know

0% 20% 40%

Base: 4061 respondents. Balance: Not registered to vote / Base: 625 respondents. Balance: Planning on voting / under

under 18 18 national union of students
B7. Do you intend to vote in the next general election? B8. Which of the following best describes why?




Those who don’t plan to vote highlight the need for better representation, clearer

policies and outlines of what’s on offer, and also the need for their own education
and understanding of politics

"Someone younger
who I feel
represents me.”

Encouragement to vote

“If the political
situation was nicer

Better representation

Clearer policies / outlines

Better understanding /
knowledge

Trust

Real outcomes

and the parties
had decent people.
Nowadays, they're

all so sleazy.”

“If i broadened
my knowledge
and really
understood who
and what I'm
voting for.”

“Politicians
who actually
keep their
promises.”

B9. What could encourage you to vote in the next general election?

"A simple way to
find out more about
each party - I have

a very short
attention span.”

“Parties which
can solve the
real struggle

of people, i.e.
Cost of

V4

living.
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Almost two in five of those intending to vote say they will vote for Labour. This is

particularly more likely for those studying in HE, students in England and Wales
and men. Almost a third are undecided.

Voting intention (18+)

Labour 38% <«

Green

Liberal Democrat
Conservative
SNP

Reform UK

Sinn Fein
Alliance

Plaid Cymru
Another party
DUP

UKIP (UK Independence...
Alba

I don’t know yet 30%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Base: 3541 respondents. Balance: Not registered / not planning to vote / under 18 national union of students

B10. And who do you intend to vote for?



While almost half of learners didn’t vote in 2019, a quarter voted for labour.

Voting in 2019

Labour
Conservative
Liberal Democrat
Green

SNP

Sinn Fein

UKIP (UK Independence
Party)

I can't remember

I did not vote 47 %

0% 20% 40% 60%

Base: 5187 respondents. Balance: No response n u'

national union of students
B11.Thinking back to the most recent general election, to elect MPs to Westminster and held on Thursday 12th December, 2019, who did you vote for?



For those old en to vote in 2019, almost half claimed to have voted for labour

learners didn't vote In 2019, a quarter voted for labour.
Voting in 2019

Voting in 2019

Labour 49%
Conservative 15%
Labour I can't remember 10%
Conservative Liberal Democrat 7%
Green 7%
Liberal Democrat
SNP 6%
Green Sinn Fein | 1%
SNP UKIP (UK Independence .| 1%
Alliance | 1%
Sinn Fein

Plaid Cymru 1%
[UK Independence

Party) Another party | 1%

I can't remember Reform UK | 1%

DUP | 1%

47%

I did not vote

0% 20% 40% 60%

- .

Base: 2749 raspondents. Balance: Those who were too young to vote
national union of students national union of students
general elaction, to elect MPs to Westminster and held on Thursday 12th December. 2019, who did you vote for? B11.Thinking back to the most recent general election, to elect MPs to Westminster and held on Thursday 12th December, 2019, who did you vote for?
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Of those who didn’t vote in 2019, four in five were too young

Why not?
I was too young 82%

I wasn't registered 6%

Politicians don't keep their promises anyway 4%

I don’t feel the parties represent me 3%

I didn’t think my vote would make a difference 3%
I was undecided on who to vote for 3%
It’s a waste of time 2%
Can't be bothered/don’t care about the General Election 2%

I wasn't living in the UK at the time 1%
Other 2%
Don't know 2%
O‘I’/o 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

national union of students

Base: 2437 respondents. Balance: Voted in 2019

B12.Why didn’t you vote in the 2019 general election?



For those old enough to vote in 2019, almost half claimed to have voted for labour

New slide

Voting in 2019

Labour 49%
Conservative

I can't remember
Liberal Democrat

Green

SNP

Sinn Fein

UKIP (UK Independence...
Alliance

Plaid Cymru

Another party

Reform UK

DUP

0% 20% 40% 60%

national union of students
B11.Thinking back to the most recent general election, to elect MPs to Westminster and held on Thursday 12th December, 2019, who did you vote for?

Base: 2749 respondents. Balance: Those who were too young to vote



Almost half believe 16 and 17 year olds should be able to vote in ALL UK elections.

The main reason given is that they are the future generation who will be impacted
most by any decisions made now

16 and 17 year olds should be Why do you say that

allowed to vote in ALL UK elections
* Future generation / ones who will be

most impacted by decisions made now

Strongly agree
g'y ag * Mature enough / adult

v

» Their voices and opinions are important
Agree

* 'No taxation without representation’

Neither agree or
disagree

Disagree - 16% * Not mature enough / not adults

- + Don’t understand enough

_ + Engage them early in political decisions

v

Strongly disagree 10% + Lack of education / life skills

1

0% 10% 20% 30%

Base: 5180 respondents. Balance: No response n u.

national union of students

B13. To what extent do you agree that 16 and 17 year olds should be B14. Why do you say that?
allowed to vote in ALL UK elections?



Almost two in five believe students should be registered to vote by their

institution; respondents believe it's important for young voices to be heard, it could
encourage voting and makes it easier for them to do so

Registering of students by institution

Strongly agree h 1

Agree

Neither agree or
disagree

Disagree - 13

5%

%

Strongly disagree ' 8%

40%

v

0% 20%

40%

v

Why do you say that

« Important to vote / young voices should
be heard

+ Encourages students to vote

+ Makes it easier for them to vote / might
forget to register

+ Students are the future

« Should be a choice

Base: 5185 respondents. Balance: No response

B15. To what extent do you agree that universities and colleges should be
required to register students to vote at the beginning of each academic year?

national union of students
B16. Why do you say that?



Voter 1D



Summary

Voting made easy

> The vast majority of learners have either a UK passport or a UK
drivers licence. However, only 76%0 of learners know if they hold a

form of ID which could be used to vote.

> Half of respondents believe that voters should show photographic
ID, with three quarters indicating that it has no bearing on their likelihood

to vote and three in five claiming it will not impact their ability to vote.

national union of students



Most learners have a passport. Three quarters believe their ID counts as Voter ID

in the UK elections

Form of ID Does ID count a§ voter ID in
UK elections

Passport 87%
Driving licence

CitizenCard

Identity card (a PASS card)
A Blue Badge

4%
Scottish National Entitlement Card

Disabled Person’s Bus Pass

National identity card issued by an EEA...] 1%

Electoral Identity Card issued in...| 1%

Voter Authority Certificate | 1%
] mYes ® No E ] don't know

Older Person’s Bus Pass 1%

Base: 5179 respondents. Balance: No response Base: 4996 respondents. Balance: no ID national union of students

None of the above - I don’t have any ID F 3%

0% 50% 100%

C1. Which of the following forms of ID do you currently possess? C2. Do you know if any of your identification counts as voter ID in UK elections?



Half believe voters should show photographic ID

Voters should show photographic ID

Neither agree or disagree _ 21%

Disagree 13%
Strongly disagree 15%
0% 20% 40%
Base: 5171 respondents. Balance: No response national union of students

C3. To what extent do you agree that voters should be required to show photographic ID before casting their vote in UK elections?



Three quarters believe that showing photographic ID will not impact their likelihood

to vote in the next general election.

Impact of showing photographic ID
on voting

Much more likely i 6%

Somewhat likely

The same

Somewhat less likely

Much less likely

Not applicable F 8%

0% 50% 100%

v

Why do you say that

* Prevent fraud
* Prove who you are

+ Keep things fair

« Inconvenience / more effort
+ Don’t always carry ID

 Lack of trust

Base: 3749 respondents. Balance: Not intending to register to / or vote

C4. Does the requirement to show photographic ID make you more or less
likely to vote in the next General Election?

national union of students
C5. Why do you say that?



Three in five do not think their ability to vote in the next general election will be

impacted by having to show photographic ID.

Impact of showing photographic ID
on ability to vote

I don’t know h 9%

It will be easier I 6%

It will be the same _ 61%

It will make it harder 19% =

Not applicable 6%

0% 50% 100%

Base: 3752 respondents. Balance: Not intending to register to / or vote national union of students

C6. How do you believe the requirement to show photographic ID before voting will impact your ability to vote in a General Election
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