
 

 

April 1, 2022 

 

Greg Scharff, General Counsel  

Bay Conservation and Development Commission 

375 Beale St., Suite 510 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Delivered via email greg.scharff@bcdc.ca.gov 

 

RE:  Commissioner Recusals from Participating in Howard Terminal Seaport Plan (BPA 2-19) 

 

Dear Mr. Scharff, 

 

On Thursday, April 21, 2022 and in subsequent meetings of the Bay Conservation and Development 

Commission (BCDC) in May and June, the Commission is scheduled to hold hearings and votes on Bay 

Plan Amendment #2-19 (BPA 2-19), regarding the application of the Oakland A’s to remove the Seaport 

Priority Use designation of Howard Terminal.  

 

With respect to all future hearings and votes on BPA 2-19, we respectfully request that Commissioner 

Wasserman, BCDC Chair, and Commissioner Randolph, BCDC Vice Chair,  recuse themselves from any 

further action or deliberation on this item. 

 

First, we thank Commission Chair Wasserman for his continued, proper self-recusals on this item on 

multiple occasions already.  We respectfully request Chair Wasserman continue to recuse himself from 

BPA 2-19, as he has since its first consideration in 2019 through to the present, in order to avoid the 

introduction of actual conflict of interest, perceived conflict of interest, and an appearance of impropriety 

in this matter.   Chair Wasserman’s proper prior recusals on this item and other Howard Terminal matters 

include each of the following: 

 

• Initial BCDC consideration of the Application by the Oakland A’s to initiate the process which 

became BPA 2-19 on January 17, 2019 (“I am going to recuse myself on the next two items 

because my firm represents the Oakland A’s, not on the Howard Terminal but on the 

Coliseum.”)(https://bcdc.ca.gov/minutes/2019/0117Minutes.html).   

• Recent briefing on the progress and status of BPA 2-19 on February 3, 2022 (“I want to inform 

the Commission that I will be recusing myself from the Howard Terminal discussion and that 

Commissioner Randolph will take over in my place.”)  (https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/cm/2022/02-03-

Draft-Minutes.html) 

• Consideration on June 6, 2019 of BCDC Staff Report on AB 1191 (Bonta), sponsored by the 

Oakland A’s, regarding the subject of the Howard Terminal development project and BCDC 

consideration of BPA 2-19.  (“The next item is Item 10 and I am recusing myself on that item 

because my firm does represent the A’s.”) 

(https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/cm/2019/0606DraftMinutes.pdf) 

 

We also respectfully request that Commission Vice Chair Randolph recuse himself from the consideration 

of BPA 2-19.  Vice Chair Randolph has a long, distinguished, and successful history as a member of the 

leadership team at the Bay Area Council Economic Institute (BACEI), as President and CEO from 1998-

2015, and where he is currently Senior Director.   
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In his capacity at an organization that has provided services to the Oakland A’s specifically on the project 

which is the subject of BPA 2-19, Vice Chair Randolph has an actual conflict of interest, perceived 

conflict of interest, and an appearance of impropriety in this matter.  The BACEI conducted a project and 

study entitled “The Economic Impact of Proposed Developments at Howard Terminal” on behalf of the 

Oakland A’s which was published in 2019, contemporaneous with the submission of the Application 

which became BPA 2-19.  This report is at:  

http://www.bayareaeconomy.org/files/pdf/Howard_Terminal_Methodology_2019.pdf  

The BACEI conducted a secondary project and research study for the Oakland A’s, also published in 

2019 and contemporaneous with the BPA 2-19 Application, related to the Howard Terminal project 

entitled “Oakland A’s Gondola Economic Impact.” This report is found at: 

http://www.bayareaeconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Gondola-1.24.pdf  

 

Further, BACEI is affiliated with the larger Bay Area Council.  The members of the Board of Directors of 

the Council includes both the Oakland A’s and the Port of Oakland, each of whom are interested parties 

in BPA 2-19.  Not surprisingly, the Council is an active advocate for the Howard Terminal project, and 

has specifically opined on the use of “the Howard Terminal site” for non-seaport priority use and it in 

large part touts the work of BACEI as a basis for its advocacy.  See  

https://www.bayareacouncil.org/economy/keeping-the-oakland-as-in-oakland/: 

 

With a key vote looming on the Oakland A’s plan to build a new ballpark at 

Howard Terminal north of Jack London Square, the Bay Area Council is urging 

the Oakland City Council to approve moving forward with the team on the project. 

The vote on Tuesday, July 20 would endorse the terms of an agreement between 

the A’s and the city on how to fund the project and a massive community benefits 

package. The A’s belong in Oakland and the Howard Terminal site, which Oakland 

Mayor Libby Schaaf strongly supports, would provide an iconic location for the 

new ballpark and a surrounding residential and commercial development that 

would transform the under-utilized industrial area and provide immense economic 

benefits. A study by the Bay Area Council Economic Institute found that the 

project would generate $7.3 billion in economic benefits over 10 years and support 

the creation of more than 6,100 permanent jobs. 

 

Therefore, we are seeking recusals by Commission Chair Wasserman and Vice Chair Randolph before the 

April presentation on BPA 2-19 and any other subsequent Commission actions on this Application 

regarding Howard Terminal by the BCDC in May and June.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Farless Dailey 

President 

International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 10 
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