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New Public Opinion Survey Shows Broad Opposition to Spending Taxpayer Money
on Oakland A’s Port Development

Oakland voters soundly reject use of taxpayer money for project infrastructure and community benefits – and would
hold councilmembers accountable

 
OAKLAND, Calif. – Today, the East Oakland Stadium Alliance (EOSA) released results of a new public opinion
survey that shows strong opposition to spending hundreds of millions in taxpayer money on a new
ballpark-housing-retail complex to keep the Athletics in Oakland. After more than two years of public discussion and
media attention, the electorate remains opposed to the use of any public tax dollars for project infrastructure (46%
oppose, 37% support) or community benefits. Opposition grows to a clear 69% supermajority when the city’s other
major concerns like homelessness, affordable housing, and crime are presented.

The poll was conducted by Frederick Polls among 500 Oakland voters, with a margin of error of +/- 4.4%. Among
other key findings in the survey, it showed that:

● Opposition is consistently strong across all council districts, peaking in Districts 5 and 7. Nearly 50% of
voters in District 3, where the project will be located, oppose using taxpayer money.

● By an overwhelming 81% to 15% margin, Oakland voters want the A's to use their own private money and
not taxpayer dollars for a Community Benefits Fund.

● 70% of voters pick homelessness as a top-two issue priority in Oakland, 60% pick crime, and 40% choose
affordable housing. Just 5% pick “losing pro sports teams” as an important problem or issue facing the city.

● Two-thirds (65%) of voters would vote to elect a candidate who voted against taxpayer money for the
Howard Terminal Stadium, “even if the A’s may move out of Oakland.”

● Only 29% would vote to elect a candidate who voted for spending over $800 million in taxpayer money for
infrastructure improvements to make the Howard Terminal baseball stadium a reality.

The full polling memo can be viewed here.

###

East Oakland Stadium Alliance is a coalition of Oakland community leaders, businesses, and baseball fans deeply concerned
about the A's proposal to leave the team's current Coliseum location in East Oakland in favor of building a new stadium in an

inaccessible, industrial site in West Oakland's working waterfront at Howard Terminal. For more information, please visit
http://www.eastoaklandstadiumalliance.com.
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