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A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
b y  L o r e n a  C a m p o s

Identi fy  new opportunit ies  for  fundrais ing;  

Continue our  str ide to do more outreach and grow our

partnerships with local  community  organizat ions;   

Boost  our  membership alongside volunteer  engagement.  

Spr ing is  just  around the corner  and with i t  we hope to jump

into an excit ing new stage of  outreach in the Oakley and

surrounding community .  In  the ear ly  part  of  this  year  The

Friends of  the Oakley Library had the opportunity  to

convene for  a  planning retreat .  We met on Saturday,

January 14th,  to  do some brainstorming,  update our  mission

statement and set  goals  for  the year .  Our  goals  for  2023 are

to:

These goals  are seeded in our  mission:

T h e  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  O a k l e y  L i b r a r y  i s  t o :

S u p p o r t  t h e  O a k l e y  L i b r a r y  b y  e n h a n c i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s ,

p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  O a k l e y ’ s

d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y .  
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Growing up in Oakley,  as  a  student  at  Freedom High School ,  I  recal l  having to
travel  to  coffee shops in Ant ioch and the l ibrary at  Los Medanos Col lege in
Pit tsburgh for  a  place to study.  

Since the t ime I  graduated from high school  Oakley has added over  12,000 new
residents.  Today the City  of  Oakley is  at  a lmost  44,000 people.  

Last  year ,  I  s tarted volunteer ing with Fr iends of  the Oakley Library to
contr ibute to the ongoing dialogue concerning the need for  a  l ibrary because
l ibrar ies  promote l i teracy among people of  a l l  ages.

As a  group we look forward to how these goals  bui ld on the ini t iat ives we set  in
the latter  part  of  2022 when we became recipients  of  the City’s  American
Rescue Plan Act  (ARPA) Grant  funding ini t iat ive to make this  funding avai lable
for  local  non-prof i ts .
 
A P R A  G r a n t  U p d a t e
Thanks to the City  of  Oakley our  organizat ion received $15k in ARPA dol lars ,  to
cover  our  expenditures in  the 2022/2023 f iscal  year .  

The ARPA grant  has enabled the Fr iends to both better  support  the l ibrary’s
programs and services,  and to increase our  outreach in the community.  Both
the programs and outreach have elevated the Fr iends’  and l ibrary’s  prof i le  in
the community.  So far  we’ve held an outreach booth at  local  fest ivals  including
Summer Fest ,  Heart  of  Oakley,  the Oaktober  Fest ival ,  and Oakley Elementary’s
Safety and Resources Fair .  We’ve supported a number of  l ibrary programs
including:  Dan Gutman author  v is i t ,  Lauren Tarshis  author  v is i t ,  Teokal l i  Aztec
dancers,  Fratel lo  marionettes,  Howl- la- la  Boo,  pumpkin decorat ing,  t runk-or-
t reat ,  and yoga story t ime.  We have plans to use the remaining funds for  new
library furniture that  wi l l  improve the use of  a l ready l imited space avai lable.
This  new furniture wi l l  a lso assure there is  enough space around the tables
and chairs  to meet  ADA guidel ines.  

We have made connections with community  members who are now informed
and excited about  plans for  a  new l ibrary.  Membership for  the Fr iends has
increased 33%,  and we have attracted several  act ive and enthusiast ic  new
members to our  meetings.  With more cardholders  and Fr iends members we are
more convinced than ever  that  having a strong presence in the community  wi l l
assist  us with ef forts  in  gett ing a new l ibrary for  Oakley.
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M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o n t i n u e d . . .

NEW LIBRARY UPDATE
b y J i m m y  R a m i r e z
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At the Heart  of  Oakley fest ival ,  Fr iends of  the Oakley invited our  neighbors to
imagine and dream up what  a  new l ibrary in  Oakley would look,  feel ,  and sound
l ike:

N e w  L i b r a r y  u p d a t e  c o n t i n u e d . . .

On January 24 2023 at  the City  of  Oakley Counci l  meeting,  consultants  f rom
Baker  Ti l ly  presented a feasibi l i ty  study on the construct ion of  a  new l ibrary at
O’Hara and Acme.  The consultants  presented three scenarios for  the ci ty  to
consider  on how to fund the construct ion of  a  new l ibrary.  

The most  inexpensive option recommended the City  of  Oakley leverage s i tes  at
Acme & O’Hara to construct  low to medium density  housing.  Consultants
explained by working with developers to construct  housing in the area i t  would
offset  the costs  of  construct ing a new l ibrary.  

The least  expensive option for  the ci ty  proposed that  the l ibrary be
constructed on land currently  used for  storage and parking beside City  Hal l .
The hope is  that  this  large community  center  would serve as a  resource center
for  seniors ,  veterans,  l ibrary patrons,  and potent ial ly  be used as the new home
for  a  county department or  of f ice.  
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The next  steps are for  Oakley City  Counci l  to  amend the s i te  specif ic  plan to
al low for  more housing units  and discuss next  steps with Contra Costa County
off ic ials .  I f  you are interested in taking part  in  the ef fort  to  get  a  new l ibrary
bui l t  in  the City  of  Oakley,  I  h ighly recommend volunteer ing and gett ing
involved with the Fr iends of  the Oakley Library.

N e w  L i b r a r y  u p d a t e  c o n t i n u e d . . .

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
b y  L i z  F u l l e r

Thanks to all of you who have joined the Friends! We appreciate your support and want

you to know your dues are put to good use. Dues pay for most of the special programs

held at the Oakley Library, including craft programs, book giveaways, and special

performers. We collect dues every year, and notify you via email when it is time to

renew. You can join by filling out a membership form and leaving it at the library along

with your dues or by paying online at our website: www.oakleylibrary.org.  

BOOK SALE UPDATE
As many of you are aware, our book sale area is where we raise most of our funds for

our library programs. We are so lucky to have Friends volunteer Joy Kick as our book

sale leader. She is in the library every week, sorting through donated items and

organizing them onto our book sale shelves. She also works with a company called The

Book Forest. Joy reviews the donated books for those that might be worth over $10

and gets those books into the hands of The Book Forest. If the books are sold, the

Friends receive 40% of the sale price. 

https://www.oakleylibrary.org/
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L u c i a  F l o r e s ,  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  L i b r a r i a n - B i l i n g u a l ,  has served Contra Costa
County Library s ince she began as a  volunteer  in  2016.  She loves to conduct
storyt imes,  plan fun programs for  k ids,  and share l ibrary love with the
community  at  outreach events.  She enjoys reading books with her  7-  and 3-
year-old,  as  wel l  as  her  newborn.

S t a c e y  L a w s o n ,  L i b r a r y  C l e r k - S e n i o r  L e v e l ,  s tarted working at  the Oakley
Library in  2021.  Pr ior  to  that  she was a  clerk at  the San Pablo Library,  start ing
in 2017.  She's  cheerful  and helpful  and loves t rees and al l  growing things.
Come by and check out  our  seed l ibrary,  and discuss plants  and share t ips of
the trade with Stacey.

M a r k  B a c h o f e r ,  L i b r a r y  A s s i s t a n t ,  is  the newest  addit ion to the Oakley Library
team.  Mark started with the l ibrary as  a  Library Aide.  After  a  br ief  st int  at  Risk
Management,  Mark is  excited to be back with the l ibrary and enthusiast ic
about  programming,  welcoming patrons,  and helping f ind patrons their  next
new favori te  read!  He is  a  huge fan of  board games,  puns,  and books.

L i s a  C a n o - L o o m i s ,  C o m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y  M a n a g e r ,  has been with the Contra
Costa County Library system for  21 years .  She started with the l ibrary as  a
Library Assistant .  After  receiving her  Master 's  in  Library Science degree,  she
came to the Oakley Library as  the Youth Services Librar ian.  She became the
manager of  the Oakley Library during the pandemic with al l  of  the unique
chal lenges that  entai led.  She knows that  one important  character ist ic  of  publ ic
l ibrar ies  is  that  they are community  bui lders .  They br ing people and ideas
together  and with each other  to create connections and strengthen bonds.  She
enjoys serving this  community  and looks forward to bigger  and br ighter  things
to come for  Oakley.

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT: LIBRARY STAFF BIOS
The Oakley Library has a  great  team.  Their  experience,  creat iv i ty  and energy
have al lowed us to make improvements in  our  shared space to provide better
programs and services.  I  want  to introduce you to our  team.  
L i s a  C a n o - L o o m i s ,  C o m m u n i t y  L i b r a r y  M a n a g e r .

L o r i e  B u t l e r ,  L i b r a r y  C l e r k - S e n i o r  L e v e l ,  has worked in the Contra Costa
County Library system since 2013.  She looks forward to coming to work each
day with so many dedicated and car ing staf f  members and wonderful  patrons.
She loves music,  s inging,  and reading,  and always has a  f r iendly greet ing and
smile.  

L u c i a  F l o r e s ,  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  L i b r a r i a n - B i l i n g u a l ,  has served Contra Costa
County Library s ince she began as a  volunteer  in  2016.  She loves to conduct
storyt imes,  plan fun programs for  k ids,  and share l ibrary love with the
community  at  outreach events.  She enjoys reading books with her  7-  and 3-
year-old,  as  wel l  as  her  newborn.


