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ONE Wake
2021
Annual 
Report



2021 Accomplishments

108
Holly Springs residents 
contacted their Town Council 
in support of rezoning public 
land for 124 units of affordable 
housing (40%-60% AMI). The 
rezoning passed. (March)

120
leaders attended the Las 
Americas press conference, 
which generated excellent 
media coverage and aided 
residents in receiving the 
majority of all outstanding 
titles. (April)

350
households tuned in to ONE 
Wake’s virtual assembly with 
candidates for Cary Town 
Council, and won unanimous, 
general support for the creation 
of a dedicated local housing fund. 
(November)

40
members supported the 
passage of the Cary Housing 
Plan, in person during a Cary 
Town Council Meeting. The 
plan received unanimous 
support from Council Members. 
(November)

209
neighborhood leaders, ONE Wake 
members, and supporters attended 
the Wellington Park press conference 
which was covered by seven media 
outlets and generated sufficient 
pressure to bring the developer to the 
negotiating table. (July)

5
new member institutions joined 
ONE Wake in 2021, expanding the 
breadth, diversity, and power of 
our membership base. (2021)

$380,000
in compensation for displaced Wellington Park residents from developer, Town of 
Wake Forest. This is roughly $11,000 per family for moving expenses. (September)

600
homeowners and ONE Wake 
supporters attended a hybrid public 
assembly in Raleigh, and won 
preliminary commitments of support 
for an expanded tax assistance 
program from Raleigh City Council 
members and the Chair of County 
Commissioners. (October)

333
new and existing leaders attended training to learn community organizing tools 

through the four part IAF University series hosted locally by ONE Wake. 
(February - June)

25
stories generated in local print 
and TV media highlighting the 
need for affordable housing 
construction and preservation 
across Wake County. (2021)
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www.onewake.org

www.onewake.org

Left: Raleigh homeowners call 
for property tax assistance to 
Make Wake ONE

Right (top): Rev. Dr. Bankole 
Akinbinu and Rev. Donna 
Battle address the ONE 
Wake membership at a public 
assembly

Right (bottom): canvassers after 
a long, hot day of door knocking

Who We Are
ONE Wake is a strictly non-
partisan, multi-racial, multi-issue 
group of 46 religious congregations, 
associations, and other non-profits 
in the Wake County area with 
membership totaling in excess of 
50,000 residents.

We believe that people working 
together have the power to change 
their communities for the better. 

Political and corporate leaders 
often don’t embrace change until 
they’re pressured by the people 
they serve. And too many people 
don’t realize they have the potential 
to join forces and create change 
through organizing. 

We work with the people who want 
to transform the world - from what 
it is to what they believe it should 
be. 

We challenge people to imagine 
the change they can accomplish, 
connect organizations to multiply 
their power, and organize people by 
the hundreds to make their voices 
heard. 



During our first year 
in the public arena, 
ONE Wake institutions 
delivered hundreds 
to take action for 
affordable housing 
across Wake County
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“My granfather used to say that 
to be somebody you have to 
own something, and stand for 
something.” 

- Ms. Sallie Jones, Kingswood 
resident (Cary)

Cary’s housing crisis is worsening: half of all Cary households 
earning $50,000 or less pay more than 30% of their income for 
housing, and must choose between paying for housing and other 
necessities. 

ONE Wake is proposing that the Cary Town Council commit to 
a “Penny for Housing” to create a dedicated housing reserve in 
each annual operating budget that is based on the value of 1 cent 
per hundred dollars on the $30.9 billion Cary tax base, which 
would total roughly $3.2 million per year. 

On November 11, ONE Wake organized the largest candidate 
event in recent Cary history with 350 households participating 
virtually. Together we won unanimous support for the creation of 
a housing fund from the five candidates present. 

Property Tax 
Assistance 
Campaign

Property taxes are skyrocketing in Raleigh and across Wake 
County. 

African American homeowners living in neighborhoods across 
Wake County that have been historically segregated are 
disproportionately impacted, and many face displacement as a 
result of not being able to afford their tax bill. 

ONE Wake proposes a solution to this issue: the creation of 
a new grant program based on successful models in nearby 
Durham, Orange, and Mecklenburg County. We believe 
long time homeowners should be able to benefit from their 
investment in our communities. 

On October 21, ONE Wake delivered 600+ members to attend 
a public assembly with elected officials from Wake County and 
Raleigh. All officials present publicly committed to support our 
goals to assist homeowners. 

“The legacy of living in the first 
African American subdivision is 
very, very special to me. I hope 
to keep this home in the Peebles 
family. I hope one day that my 
granddaughter or my niece or 
my nephew will live in my home 
after I’m gone.”

- Ms. Elaine Peebles-Brown, 
Rochester Heights resident 
(Raleigh)

Penny for 
Housing 

Campaign



Displacement 
and Substandard  

Conditions 

ONE Wake members took action alongside neighborhood 
leaders in two separate mobile home parks to address 
substandard conditions and displacement. 

At the Las Americas mobile home communtiy in Cary, 109 ONE 
Wake leaders attended a press conference led by neighborhood 
residents that generated excellent media coverage and aided 
residents in receiving the majority of all outstanding titles owed 
to homeowners who had completed rent-to-own payments. 

In the Wellington Park mobile home community in Wake Forest, 
ONE Wake member institutions supported an intensive eight 
month long campaign that won $375,000 in compensation for 
displaced residents from the developer and the Town of Wake 
Forest. 

Counterclockwise: 

Las Americas leaders at a 
neighborhood meeting (pre-
pandemic) to discuss conditions 
in the community. 

Wellington Park residents and 
supporters in front of Wake 
Forest Town Hall, just prior to 
winning $375,000 in relocation 
assistance. 

Wellington Park neighborhood 
leaders at a press conference 
attended by 209 residents 
and supporters that generated 
pressure to bring the developer 
to the negotiating table. 
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Institutions
Antioch Bible Fellowship

Baptist Grove Church

Beth Shalom

Cary First Christian Church

Cary Presbyterian Church

The Carying Place

Christ the King Lutheran Church

Common Thread

Dorcas Ministries

Eastern Wake Ministers Alliance

Ekklesia

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

First UMC Cary

Friendship Chapel Baptist Church

The Fountain of Raleigh

Good Shepherd UCC

Greenwood Forest Baptist Church

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Iglesia Fiesta Cristiana

Islamic Association of Raleigh

Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church 

Las Americas R2W Association

Open Table UMC

Pleasant Grove MBC - Wendell

Pleasant Grove Church - Cary

Pullen Memorial Baptist Church

Raleigh First Baptist Church

Raleigh Mennonite

Raleigh Vineyard

Saint Francis UMC 

Southeast Raleigh Table

St. Ambrose Episcopal Church

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church

St. John’s Episcopal

St. Mark’s Episcopal

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Tapestry Church

Temple Beth Or

Trinity Episcopal Church

UU Fellowship of Raleigh / Yavneh

Watts Chapel MBC

Clockwise:

ONE Wake organizer Stephon Whitley and 
institutional leaders just after knocking on over 100 
doors in East College Park during a hot canvassing 
day in July

Listening session at Macedonia New Life with 
Southeast Raleigh residents to discuss unaffordable 
property taxes

ONE Wake organizer Katia Roebuck with a “pledge 
sheet” showing turnout commitments by institution: 
one way we hold each other accountable. 

#



ONE Wake member institutions have committed to: 

1) send leaders to organizing training; 

2) form a core team of leaders capable of identifying the top concerns and 
interests of their membership; and 

3) to initiate public action through ONE Wake to resolve those concerns. 

Members have also committed to pay annual dues equivalent to 1% 
operating budget (Floor: $2,500, Ceiling: $15,000).

Responsibilities 
and Benefits of 

Membership 

Finances
ONE Wake is funded by dues from member institutions, individual 
donations, corporate donors and foundations. 

The majority of ONE Wake’s annual budget pays for full time and contract 
staff members who guide and serve the member organizations. The 
budget also funds the training of volunteer leaders each year and covers 
expenses associated with operating issue campaigns. 

ONE Wake is able to keep its cost down by having little to no overhead. 
ONE Wake does not accept government funds so that it can remain 
autonomous and politically independent.



www.onewake.org 
info@onewake.org


