
ONE Wake GOTV Campaign
Cary Runoff Election

Context for Canvassing

Housing cost burden continues to grow for low to middle income Cary households earning

$50,000 or less. Half of the households in this income bracket pay more than 30% of their

income for housing.

4,500 Cary households can no longer afford the cost of housing in town, and must choose

between paying rent and other necessities. The town has 297 income-limited homes for

seniors and 58 permanent and transitional homes for families with low and moderate

incomes. The Town is also exploring the development of 130 units of housing on Town-owned

land at 921 SE Maynard, 50% of which will be affordable units.

Cary is losing far more affordable units than it is adding, and at the same time, the need for

additional affordable units is rising rapidly. Between 2010 and 2020, the town lost roughly

3,900 rental units that are affordable to essential workers (e.g. teachers and grocery store

clerks) earning $40,000 or below. During the same period, the town added 10,000 jobs paying

$35,000 or less.

Increased local investment is a necessary pivotal catalyst to bring affordable housing

production to a scale that is responsive to this growing need. The Town of Cary has recently

made major progress in this direction. Town has allocated $9 million in designated funding for

affordable housing in the next fiscal year, in response to consistent and persistent pressure

from community advocates and ONE Wake. This is a good beginning, but even more

investment and support will be necessary from the Town in the future as housing prices

continue to soar.

This runoff election is an opportunity for all Cary voters who are in favor of affordable

housing to publicly demonstrate their support for the Town’s current direction. ONE Wake

has created a candidate questionnaire to help voters distinguish between the runoff

candidate’s positions on this issue. This questionnaire will be distributed during ONE Wake’s

non-partisan GOTV canvassing during the early voting period leading up to the election on

July 26.*

*ONE Wake is a non-partisan organization that does not endorse candidates



Canvassing Script*
Canvassers will be using the miniVAN app, which will display an electronic version of this script

Couldn’t Reach Contact

Not Home: No one comes to door, person who answers says target is not home

Refused: Target explicitly asks you to not come back

Inaccessible: The address could not be reached

Moved: Current resident confirms target has moved

Deceased: Current resident confirms target has moved

Greeting and Relational Opening

“Hi, is [VOTER NAME] available? I’m [YOUR NAME] with ONE Wake and Latino Power, and we’re
talking with people about the upcoming Cary runoff election on July 26.

This is an important election that will decide whether the Town continues to invest in affordable
housing options for essential workers and young families. How do you feel about the new
developments nearby, and the rising cost of housing in Cary?

[Let them talk]

For me, voting is political, but it’s also personal. When I vote, I think about the people I love. When we
love someone, they rely on us, and we rely on them.

What’s happening right now in Cary is the opposite. The teachers, grocery store workers, hospital staff
who keep our town running can’t afford to live here anymore. I want to change that.

Do you have the same feeling - that our Town should help support the people who take care of us?

[Let them talk]

To me, voting is a gift we give to the people who we love. So I’m definitely voting. What about you? Can
we count on you to vote early?

[see Early Voting Push in Section 1 below]
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SECTION 1: Early Voting Push

“We’re working to make sure everyone has an easy and secure way to vote this year. We are encouraging people

to vote early in-person this election.”

“Can we count on you to vote early?”

1) Yes

2) No

3) Undecided

4) No, Election Day Voting

5) Requested a Mail Ballot

RESPONSE 1

“Perfect! Thank you for taking a minute to commit to voting early in this election.

This handout will inform you which candidates are in the runoff, and which positions they are

running for. You can also see their responses to our questionnaire on affordable housing.

This election is important and your vote matters, I hope to see your name on the voter rolls when

we check after the election. Thank you for your time!” (END)

RESPONSES
2 & 3

“I understand. We are encouraging people to vote early in this election. You can vote early at any

early voting location in your county and casting your vote now will ensure that if something comes

up on election day your voice will still be heard.”

Hearing all that, can you commit to voting early?

[If YES]: [Go to Section 1, Response 1]

[IF NO]: “I understand. This election is important and your vote matters, I hope to see your

name on the voter rolls when we check after the election. Thank you for your time !”

(END)

RESPONSE 4

“That’s great, thank you for sharing. If you want to vote in-person I would encourage you to

consider voting early. It’s the same process for when you vote on election day, except you can vote

at any official early voting location in your municipality. You can vote in-person between July 7

and July 23.  You can find your early vote locations and polling place in this handout.

The handout will also inform you about all the candidates for the different positions so you can

make an educated decision.

This election is important and your vote matters, I hope to see your name on the voter rolls when

we check after the election. Thank you for your time!” (END)

RESPONSE 5

“That’s great. A lot of your neighbors are choosing to vote by mail this election season. Have you

received your ballot yet?”

This voter guide will inform you about all the candidates for the different positions so you can

make an educated decision.   You will also find information about how to vote by mail.

This election is important and your vote matters, I hope to see your name on the voter rolls when

we check after the election. Thank you for your time!” (END)
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SECTION 3:  Support for Affordable Housing

Would you consider signing up today to show that you want the Town of Cary to invest in affordable
housing?

1. Yes
2. No

[If yes,  use the paper form on your clipboard]

Would you like to learn more about our affordable housing campaign?

1. Yes
2. No

[Record their preferred contact information (phone / email, etc) on the paper form]

SECTION 4: Vote Tripling

“Lastly, this election is too important for us to leave the votes of our friends and family on the table.”

“Can we count on you to ask [3 to 5] friends and family members to also vote?”

1. Yes

2. No

YES
“Great! Who are the [3 to 5] people you will encourage to vote? [LISTEN]. Got it, we look forward to seeing

that you all voted after the election. Thank you very much for your time and have a nice day!” (END)

NO “I understand, thank you very much for your time and have a nice day!” (END)
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