
2022 Year in Review
I’m pleased to report that 2022 was a year of growth, change and a 
return-to-form for us at Ohio Citizen Action. 
The big news is that after a hiatus of nearly 30 years, Ohio Citizen Action 
endorsed candidates for election to state and federal office last year. 
We did this because changes to the political landscape demanded our 
participation, especially how effects of polarization, gerrymandering and 
corruption have impacted Ohioans.  We also worked to pass community 
choice aggregation ballot initiatives in Marble Cliff, Trotwood and Clayton. 
The results? We knocked on over 30,000 doors across the state, of 
the 8 candidates we endorsed 4 won and all 3 communities passed 
ballot initiatives to save residents money on their electric bills. Not 
bad for a pilot year! 
We also pushed hard for accountability from the DeWine administration 
over the HB6 scandal through our Crime with DeWine campaign. The campaign reminded Ohioans to 
keep paying attention and speaking out as the gears of justice grind on. With Larry Householder’s trial 
commencing last month we will learn even more about the extent of corruption in our state and hope the 
outcome will discourage the next person from betraying the public’s trust for greed or power. 
On another front, there’s the battle over House Joint Resolution 6 (HJR6), lawmakers’ attempt to hoard 
power by raising the threshold for citizen-led ballot initiatives to change Ohio’s constitution. We and 
our allies in the Ohio Voter Rights Coalition stopped their first attack on direct democracy during lame 
duck in December. However, the resolution was resurrected when the new 2-year legislative session 
began in January. We know from HJR6 sponsor Rep. Brian Stewart’s leaked letter (dated the day 
after over 500 of us protested at the capitol) that fear of losing their grip on restricting abortion 
and redistricting motivates the resolution’s supporters, not the lofty goal of limiting influence of 
special interests. Pro-HJR6 lawmakers don’t fear the power of special interests. They fear the power of 
the people. 

As well they should!
Despite our backward-thinking legislature, Ohioans in 2022 worked at the 
grassroots level to address climate change, save money on energy bills and 
demand accountability from elected officials. As you read more about these efforts 
in the following pages, I hope you share my enthusiasm and optimism about the 
work before us this year. 
We literally could not do it without you- thank you!

Rachael L. Belz, CEO 
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What makes Ohio Citizen Action and Ohio Consumers Power Alliance unique among groups working to transition Ohio
toward an affordable, safe, clean energy future is our ability to reach out to Ohioans for one-on-one conversations. At the
door, by phone and digitally we inform and engage people to work together in the public interest. In 2022 we worked on:
Power a Clean Future Ohio, the Energy Jobs & Justice Act, Crime with DeWine,  SB 117 (coal plant bailout) and HJR6 (attack
on direct democracy). Here’s how we did by the numbers:
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THE LEGACY OF HB6
Ripples from Ohio’s worst political scandal in history reverberated all through 2022. 

As of January 31, 2023 Ohioans have paid approximately $145,000,000 to cover the losses of three Ohio 
utility companies’ investments in the OVEC coal plants since HB6 was implemented (source: Ohio Consumers 
Council online tracker).  We worked to pass SB 117/HB 351, the coal plant bailout repeal, in 2022 and 
demanded accountability from those involved in the scandal. 

Specifically, our Crime with DeWine 
campaign channeled the voices of 
thousands of Ohioans who are tired 
of corruption, sick of paying for coal 
bailouts and frustrated with the slow 
pace of the investigation. Through 
video messages, phone calls and 
handwritten letters, they called for 
the administration to fire remaining 
staff- including those at the PUCO- 
with ties to disgraced former PCUO 
chair Sam Randazzo and to refuse 
campaign money from regulated 
utilities. The videos proved an 
excellent way to get the word out, 
especially our Bribery Bunch parody 
video, which was seen 41,690 
times on YouTube and 54,728 times 
on Facebook. (See it and all our 
videos at bit.ly/3FJUlrh.)

CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENTS AND OTHER ELECTORAL WORK
From September 12 to Election Day, Ohio Citizen Action knocked on doors throughout the state to 
promote a slate of candidates for state and federal office. Factors we took under consideration:

•  Candidates must be 
demonstrably pro-climate, 
pro-good government, 
pro-consumer or some 
combination of these;

•  Candidates meeting these 
criteria will not be excluded 
based on party affiliation;

• No paper endorsements. 
OCA will work to get 
candidates elected;

• OCA will support candidates 
strategically, to ensure the 
most efficient use of our 
resources

We also promoted 
Community Choice 
Aggregation ballot initiatives 
in Clayton, Trotwood and 
Marble Cliff, all of which voted to save their residents money through electric aggregation. 



POWER A CLEAN FUTURE OHIO
In 2022 we passed an important 
threshold in Ohio’s grassroots 
movement to address climate 
change. Sixteen municipalities 
pledged at least to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
30% by 2030, meaning that 
now 1 in 3 Ohioans lives in 
a Power a Clean Future Ohio 
(PCFO) community. Many of 
these Ohioans are children who 
understand that opportunity to 
avoid the worst effects of climate 
change decreases over time and 
now may be their best time to 
speak out. Our field canvassed 
organized both adults and kids 
across the state to urge elected 
officials to join PCFO. 

Thanksgiving week Ohio State Rep. 
Brian Stewart introduced the effort to 
curb citizen power by raising the bar 
to amend Ohio’s constitution through 
a ballot initiative. Three weeks later, 
we and 170 other organizations 
had organized a Statehouse protest 
attended by more than 500 people to 
oppose the resolution which raised 
the threshold to pass a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot to 60% 
of the vote. We responded quickly, 
as this attack on direct democracy 
strikes at the heart of our work to 
inform and engage Ohioans in their 
government. In just five weeks 
we organized 627 people to 
communicate their opposition to 
lawmakers. 

While we did not see this bill pass in 2022 there was progress, both 
in the legislature and at the grassroots. We worked in the field to 
garner support for the Energy Jobs & Justice Act (EJJA) and 
offered testimony on behalf of our members in the House Public 
Utilities Committee. The bill ended the legislative session with 10 co-
sponsors and only one hearing, but we expect to see it reintroduced 
in this General Assembly. We will continue pushing for this proactive, 
comprehensive energy policy that centers equity and jobs and promotes 
cleaner, renewable energy. 

ENERGY JOBS & JUSTICE ACT

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 6



In July the Guacamole Fund 
invited us to table at the 
Bonnie Raitt show at the 
Andrew Brady Music Center. 
After the tour, Guacamole 
Fund sent us a generous 
contribution to honor the 
artist’s wish to support 
groups working on energy 
issues. We’re grateful for 
our relationship with the 
Guacamole Fund, which 
spans decades, and the 
philanthropic work of artists 
like Bonnie Raitt. 

Kyle Marcum tabling at the  
Bonnie Raitt show in Cincinnati

Early in the year, we held another of our Conversations with 
Rachael Belz series with special guests Leah Hudnall and 
Crystal Davis who discussed the role of race in how communities 
experience effects of climate change and how they access 
resources to combat it. They specifically drilled down on the 
Ohio Climate Justice Fund, which has awarded approximately 
$500,000 to organizations led by Black, Indigenous, or people 
of color around the state. The Fund awards competitive, one-
time grants between $15,000-$30,000 to organizations to host 
community listening sessions focused on climate and clean energy.

ORGANIZATIONAL UPDATES

Since we were celebrating 
anyway, we also marked the 
2nd Scandal-versary of HB6, 
the best part of which was the 
cake we had made. 

In July we celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of Stephen Gabor, who 
joined the phone canvass in 1999 
as a caller and soon thereafter was 
promoted to run the department. He 
left the staff in 2012 to run a successful 
business, but “boomeranged” back in 
2015 to resume directing the phones 
when we needed him most. Under 
his watch, the phone canvass 
developed from mostly a fundraising 
tool to a political organizing 
powerhouse. Congratulations, 
Stephen! 

Phone Canvass Director, 
Stephen Gabor



Left to right Christopher Camp, Skylinn Jenkins, Kyle Marcum and Renita Day at 
our Cincinnati electoral staff appreciation lunch

Investing more in elections allowed us to extend seasonal field organizing positions beyond our usual 
summer staff and hire more people in more cities. We met so many amazing organizers in Columbus, 
Cincinnati and Cleveland who not only helped accomplish our campaign goals, but also allowed 
us to set critical benchmarks for future electoral work.  

ORGANIZATIONAL UPDATES

Even though it wasn’t one of our formal campaigns, we had to take part in challenging Columbia Gas for 
their ill-timed fixed rate increase request in December. The company wants to increase its fixed rate 
charges by more than 50% just as inflation and volatile energy costs take a bigger bite from  
Ohio paychecks.  

Ohio Citizen Action CEO Rachael Belz, Dion Mensah of Ohio Environmental Council and Tom Bullock  
of the Citizens Utility Board of Ohio.



We lost a titan in the struggle for justice 
when renowned attorney, historian, 
and activist, Staughton Lynd died in 
November of 2022. He was principal 
administrator of the Freedom Schools in the 
Mississippi Summer Project of 1964 and 
chaired the first anti-Vietnam war march 
in Washington D.C. in 1965. Side-by-side 
with his wife Alice, he worked with people 
facing injustice in communities throughout 
the world, from Vietnam to El Salvador. 
His legacy is one of persistence, love and 
solidarity.

IN MEMORIAM

2022 Board and Staff

Ohio Citizen Action Board 
Dick Wittberg (President until May), Carla Walker (President),  

Carolyn Gilbert (Secretary/Treasurer), Tommy Ferguson

Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund Board 
Heather Zoller (President), Brooke Smith (Secretary/Treasurer), Beth Havens, Phil Leppla

Senior Staff 
Rachael Belz (Chief Executive Officer); Melissa English (Development Officer/Executive Director Ohio Citizen Action 

Education Fund); Lynn Scheerhorn (Finance Officer/Controller); Lisa Maatz (Senior Adviser/ Campaigns Officer); 
Jessica Smith-Szabo (Human Resources Officer); Angela Oster (Digital Communications Director);  

Kyle Marcum (Political Director); Stephen Gabor (Phone Canvass Director);  
Curt Moultine (Regional Field Canvass Director); Tatiana Rodzos (Campaigns Organizer);  
Chris Young (Data/IT Director); Mark Biszantz (Membership Development Coordinator);  

Olivia Oney (Campaigns Assistant); Meghan Cullen (Crew Manager);  
Mike Todd (Cleveland Field Canvass Director); Sarah Strinka (Senior Field Manager) and  

Riley Young (Membership Clerk)

Former OCA Board President Dr. Anne Wise, Staughton and Alice Lynd in 2012 
as they accepted our highest honor, the Metzenbaum Award.


