
Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 
Ministry of Finance 
Frost Building South 
7th Floor 
7 Queen's Park Cres. 
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y7 

March 10, 2022 

Re: Stop the claw-back of Ontario Trillium Benefits from Toronto Community Housing Corporation tenants 

Dear Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, 

We are requesting the Ford government work with the Canadian Revenue Agency (CRA) to stop the ongoing claw-back 
of Ontario Trillium Benefits (OTB) from Toronto Community Housing Corporation (TCHC) tenants. 

In recent weeks, a growing number of constituents who are TCHC tenants have contacted us in distress after receiving 
notice they owe hundreds of dollars to the CRA.  

In 2011, the City of Toronto exempted approximately 53,000 of TCHC's nearly 60,000 units from municipal education 
property taxes. As a result, tenants in those units were no longer eligible to receive the Ontario Energy and Property Tax 
Credit (OTC) under the Trillium Benefit. Regrettably, this change was not clearly communicated. As a result, tenants 
continued to file their taxes as usual. Now, years later, tenants are being asked to pay up to $950.00 back to the CRA. 

TCHC residences are home to some of our most marginalized constituents. Often, they are seniors, newcomers, and 
folks with mental and/or physical disabilities who live on extremely fixed incomes. Many are already making difficult 
choices over necessities like food, internet, and transportation. With the added burden of the pandemic and the increased 
cost of living in Ontario, most cannot afford to pay back hundreds of dollars because of government error.   

Again, we ask that your government work with the CRA and stop the OTB claw-back from Ontarians already struggling 
to make ends meet. Should you have any questions, we are available to discuss these concerns in greater detail. We look 
forward to your prompt response and your commitment to helping all TCHC tenants who have been impacted. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Bell  
MPP, University–Rosedale  
Official Opposition Critic, Housing, Tenant Rights, and Urban Planning 



Tom Rakocevic 
MPP, Humber River–Black Creek

Suze Morrison
MPP, Toronto Centre

Bhutila Karpoche
MPP, Parkdale High Park

Rima Berns-McGown
MPP, Beaches–East York

Peter Tabuns
MPP, Toronto–Danforth

Chris Glover
MPP, Spadina–Fort York

Doly Begum
MPP, Scarborough–Southwest 

Jill Andrew
MPP, Toronto–St. Paul's

Faisal Hassan
MPP, York–South Weston

Marit Stiles
MPP, Davenport


