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To the Legislative Assembly of Ontario:
· Whereas 1-in-5 Canadians lacked sufficient prescription drug coverage in 2021, leaving many Ontarians unable to afford the medications they need, including contraception; and
· Whereas contraception access directly reduces unplanned pregnancies, which account for an estimated one-third of births in Canada each year, along with the personal, social, and health-care costs that follow; and
· Whereas reliable access to contraception supports women's economic freedom, with research linking contraceptive access to higher rates of educational attainment and labour force participation; and
· Whereas hormonal contraception is also a recognized first-line medical treatment for gynecological conditions such as endometriosis, used to manage symptoms independent of its role in preventing pregnancy; and
· Whereas British Columbia became the first province in Canada to introduce universal, no-cost coverage of prescription contraception, in April 2023, while Ontario continues to restrict coverage under the Ontario Drug Benefit to residents who meet specific age or income criteria.

Therefore, we, the undersigned residents of Canada, call on the Legislative Assembly of Ontario to expand the Ontario Drug Benefit eligibility to cover hormonal contraception and contraceptive devices, regardless of age or income.
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