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Biography 

I am Oshkosh native and a retired business executive who brings a combination of extensive 

experience and operational and marketing wisdom combined with a deep understanding of the 

Oshkosh community. My career with Marriott Management Services, now Sodexo, was in 

operations and marketing. Operationally, my responsibilities included not only food service, 

but pantries and C Stores. After concluding my corporate career as the Senior Vice President 

of Marketing for North America, I started my own company, Vinca Marketing and 

Communications, focusing on K-12 food service innovation and Second Harvest Food Bank of 

Central Florida. With Second Harvest, I designed a commercial kitchen for a new facility and 

created a surplus generating catering program, production kitchen and a consumer product 

line. 

 

What would you bring/offer to the Oshkosh Food Co-op Board? 

Business wisdom, savvy and passion for the success of a community owned grocery store. With a foot in both finance 

and marketing, I can provide a balanced perspective. Being on the Co-op Board gives me the opportunity to closely 

watch our overall performance through key metrics. As a board member I am able to applaud the team’s successes and 

with the other board members, guide the team through challenging times.  

 

When asked, I enjoy helping in the store. Providing hands on merchandising assistance to working on specific project s 

such as the store’s signage, aiding our awareness efforts by dropping catering samples, menus and coupons to local 

businesses. 

 

What is your dream for the Oshkosh Food Co-op? 

My dream is working with the team to achieve a level of financial stability for the store that can sustain the mission and 

values of the Co-op. This means being able to increase buys from local vendors and growing our outreach to our 

community by the Food for All program and partnerships with local organizations as the Boys and Girls  Club and the 

YMCA. 

 

Why do you think the Oshkosh Food Co-op is important to the greater Oshkosh Community? 

First and foremost the Co-op is important to our community as it is now the only downtown grocery store and 

located in a USDA food desert.  

 

Successful local businesses are the fabric of any community. The wages paid, the products purchased, stay in our 

community. To date the Co-op has purchased over $250K from local vendors. Through purchases we’ve helped 

Thunderbird Bakery and Sweet Jules to move into brick and mortar stores. 

 

Why cooperatives? 

Good co-ops are rooted in the community they serve. Food co-ops are governed by a set of guiding principles. The 

board is elected by member owners. Thus, the co- op’s member owners have a say in how the co-op is organized and 

run.  

 

The folks that shop at the co-op are participating in a system that is committed to the community not simply profit. 

Most co-ops offer a discount program to qualified people. Co-ops prioritize local purchasing, distribution costs are 

reduced and the carbon footprint lowered. 

  



 

Please offer any additional thoughts you would like Oshkosh Food Co-op member-owners to know about 

you. 

Currently, I serve on both the finance committee (1.5 years) and the marketing committee.  


