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ABOUT THE ONTARIO UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ALLIANCETHE ONTARIO UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ALLIANCE

WHAT IS OUSA’S STUDENT STUDENT 
ADVOCACY CONFERENCE?ADVOCACY CONFERENCE?

Student Advocacy Conference (SAC) is OUSA’s annual, week-long advocacy 
initiative. Students from across Ontario – delegates from OUSA’s member and 
observer associations – meet with legislators and staffers at Queen’s Park on the most 
important issues in post-secondary education. At each meeting with Members of 
Provincial Parliament, delegates highlight the student-written, evidence-based policy 
recommendations that OUSA advocates to government and ministries all year long.

This year’s SAC ran from November 14th to 17th, where 
twenty delegates from ten university student associations 
across Ontario championed student advocacy to represent 
the concerns of over 150, 000 undergraduate and 
professional, full- and part-time students in our province.

The Ontario Undergraduate Student Alli-
ance (OUSA) represents over 150,000 stu-
dents in the province as a non-profit, 
non-partisan advocacy group striving for acces-
sible, accountable, affordable, and high-qual-
ity post-secondary education in Ontario.



Attorney General Doug Downey
Minister Jill Dunlop
MPP Adil Shamji
MPP Brian Saunderson
MPP Chandra Pasma
MPP Chris Glover
MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy
MPP Doly Begum
MPP Ernie Hardeman
MPP Guy Bourgouin
MPP Jeff Burch
MPP Jennie Stevens
MPP Jennifer French
MPP Joel Harden
MPP John Fraser
MPP John Vanthof
MPP Kristyn Wong-Tam
MPP Lise Vaugeois
MPP Matthew Rae
MPP Mike Schreiner
MPP Monique Taylor
MPP Natalia Kusendova
MPP Peggy Sattler
MPP Sandy Shaw
MPP Stéphane Sarrazin
MPP Terence Kernaghan
MPP Tom Rakocevic
Office of MPP Sol Mamakwa
Office of MPP Michael Mantha
Office of MPP Mary-Margaret McMahon
Speaker Ted Arnott

Members of Provincial Parliament

WHO’S MEETING WHOM?WHOM?

Alyssa Hall (she/her)
Ana Tremblay (she/her)

Andrea Lepage (she/her)
Anthony Coulter (he/him)
Armaan Singh (he/him/il)

Avery Morin (she/her)
Callum Robertson (he/him)

Chelsey-Lynn Rousselle (iel/they/them)
Corey Law (he/him)

Denver Della-Vedova (he/him)
Elizabeth Wong (she/her)

OUSA Student Delegates

Ethan Gardner (he/him)
Iara Weisemberg (she/her)

Jessica Look (she/her)
Josh Sankarlal (he/him)

Karneet Chahal (she/her)
Kayla Han (she/her)

Phuong Nguyen (she/they)
Sahiba Gulati (she/her)

Simranjeet Singh (he/him/his)
Stephanie Ye-Mowe (she/they)

OUSA’s annual SAC also includes 
a Breakfast Reception at Queen’s 
Park – a highly-anticipated fea-
ture of our return to in-person 
SAC. So on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 16th, MPPs and their staff 
dropped by for some hot break-
fast, and some were even kind 
enough to share a few remarks! 

Our sincere gratitude goes to 
Minister Dunlop, MPP Schreiner, 
MPP Sattler, and MPP McMahon 
for speaking at our reception. 
And thank you to all of the MPPs 
who agreed to meet with us all 
week long (or later!) about the 
needs of Ontario’s students.
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ADVOCACY PRIORITIESPRIORITIES 2022 – 2023

gender-based & 
sexual violence

rural & northern 
students

sector 
sustainability



All willing and qualified students in Ontario, regardless of socioeconomic status should have ac-
cess to high-quality post-secondary education. The Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) 
helps students pay for school through a combination of loans and grants. Historically, it has played 
a key role in increasing access to education for low-income students. However, with increased youth 
unemployment numbers in the wake of the pandemic, the 2019 changes to OSAP, and the 2020-2021 
$400M claw back to provincial OSAP funding – students are facing a post-secondary landscape that is 
increasingly inaccessible: especially for students with higher access needs.

affordability

The recent reports of sexual violence at Ontario universities are devastating, but not surprising. Gen-
der-based and sexual violence (GBSV) is pervasive at post-secondary institutions and the need for a 
comprehensive framework to prevent and respond to GBSV is long overdue. Everyone deserves to be 
able to safely pursue their education and all survivors should be supported in ways that allow them 
to seek justice and heal in meaningful ways.

gender-based & sexual violence

rural & northern students

As active and valued members of Ontario’s post-secondary community, rural and northern students 
deserve access to important services that enhance their university experience. However, the remote-
ness of these areas leave students in these communities under-resourced and without comprehensive 
access to services that contribute to their wellness. The provincial government must provide support 
that ensures rural and northern students are able to fully participate in and enjoy their communities 
just as their urban counterparts do. 

sector sustainability

The financial health and longevity of the post-secondary sector is a worrisome issue for students. The 
majority of university operating revenue continues to be provided by students which poses a risk to 
the stability of sector funding, as exemplified by the drop in enrolment during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It is critical that the provincial government offer more support to institutions in order to ensure a 
more sustainable funding model for the post-secondary education sector.  




