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We are an inclusive Catholic 

learning community called 

to love unconditionally and 

educate hearts and minds in 

the way of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2023 

 

 

Dear L.J., & Delegation, 

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees please accept my sincere thanks for your presentation to 

the Board on February 27, 2023 and your follow up letter dated March 1st. Please note that we 

listened carefully to your presentation and have had an opportunity to review your letter and 

discuss its contents while also taking time to both pray and discern the best path forward. 

 

We are grateful for the resources that you provided in your presentation and letter and we 

would like to draw particular attention to the ICE document that you reference: Supporting 

Students who identify as Transgender in Our Catholic Schools. It is important to note that we 

have shared this document widely with the educators across our system as we believe it does 

an excellent job of both clearly articulating the teaching of the Church and the Catholic 

understanding of gender identity and gender expression, while at the same time outlining the 

position held by the Ontario Human Rights Code & Policy and Ministry of Education Policy. 

As you indicated, a Catholic understanding of these terms is quite different from the 

understanding of gender as presented in Human Rights Commission Policy and Ministry of 

Education Policy.  

 

We do believe that we have the ability in our Catholic Schools to share a fulsome presentation 

of Catholic teaching on human sexuality to our students while at the same time ensuring our 

Catholic educators understand that we have a legal responsibility to ensure we are not 

discriminating against any members of our community based on the protected grounds as 

outlined within the Ontario Human Rights Code. In compliance with this obligation, we will 

continue our practice of allowing members of our community to utilize the restricted 

washroom of their lived gender. 

 

We fully understand that this is considered a controversial decision by some and that this 

decision has caused upset for your delegation and many others within our Catholic 

community. It is not our intent or desire to cause upset or fracture amongst our community. 

We truly believe that within publicly funded Catholic education across Ontario we have a 

moral imperative to present the teachings of our Faith, educating hearts and minds in the way 

of Christ. In our contemporary society, we are also called by Christ to adopt a pastoral 

approach to ensure that we accompany the youth in our community through their lived 

experiences, while we meet the obligations of the human rights’ legal framework. 

 

To close, I would like to share a quote from Renewing the Promise: A Pastoral Letter: Within 

the context of Catholic education, the promise is that this true encounter with Jesus can and 

does take place, each and every day, within our Catholic Schools. What a blessing we have 

within Ontario! Please continue to keep us in your prayers. 

 

Yours in Catholic Education, 
 

 

 

Bob Schreader, Chairperson 
 

This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly 

with your God.  - Micah 6:8 

 


